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Foreword

I t is heartening that the Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) could 
celebrate its Secretary Dr Bhag Mal‘s 80th birthday on 1 April, 2022. Eighty is just a 
number, with God’s grace, Dr Bhag Mal is still very active and enjoys good health and 

works tirelessly to fulfil the mandate of TAAS - which is linking science to society. He is a born 
octogenarian. 

I have known Dr Bhag Mal since long. He is quite simple and a sincere person. He is down to 
earth, very hard working and above all most committed to the task that he undertakes. His 
sincerity of the purpose is unmatchable. He is quite humble and has a rare quality of not losing 
temper come what may. 

He respects others and always willing to be flexible. Above all, he is always smiling and full of 
positivity. He is known for his analytical approach for any responsibility bestowed on him. He is 
meticulous and good at drafting and editing technical papers/documents. 

Above all, he is a man of few but right words, with foresight, zeal, enthusiasm, which makes him 
an excellent human being par excellence. For these qualities, he is loved by one and all. 

This compilation of messages and reminiscences from his friends, colleagues, relatives and family 
members makes an interesting reading about qualities of Dr Bhag Mal as an individual. I am sure 
it will be inspiring for young generation to imbibe good qualities of him.

I appreciate the sincere efforts made by Dr Umesh Srivastava in compiling this publication and 
getting it printed.

Finally, let God bless Dr Bhag Mal with many more years of good health and happiness so that he 
continues serving the cause of Indian agriculture and millions of our smallholder farmers.

Raj Paroda
Chairman

TAAS
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Preface

D r Bhag Mal, Secretary, Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS), and 
Former South Asia Coordinator of Alliance of Bioversity International and CIAT (earlier 
Bioversity International/IPGRI/IBPGR) completed eighty years of age on 1 April, 2022.

To commemorate this milestone day- his 80th Birthday, Dr Raj Paroda, Chairperson of the 
TAAS has decided to bring out a publication ‘Bhagmal@80- Eightieth Birthday Celebration of  
Dr Bhag Mal. 

This publication is a compilation of messages, memories and good wishes from a few friends, 
colleagues and relatives of Dr Bhag Mal. The opening remarks in the ’Foreword’ of the 
compilation written by Dr Raj Paroda testifies the ability of Dr Bhag Mal who has unique 
quality of being hardworking, affectionate and considerate towards all the sections of society. 
This follows messages placed in alphabetical order with first name of the contributor. The 
book has been divided in four parts, viz., Introduction containing a brief of Dr Bhag Mal’s 
journey from village ‘Tatiri’ to the present destination (eight decades of time); messages from 
friends and colleagues; massages from close and extended family members & relatives; and 
contributors’ index. Most of the contributors have praised him as an extraordinary person 
beyond imagination

Advancing age has not yet deterred him from work. Now, even at the age 80 years, he is 
perfectly fit physically with sound mind and sharp memories and is working selflessly for the 
betterment of the society and humanity at large. He is extremely simple, easy-to-approach 
and a gentleman kind personality. Currently, Dr Bhag Mal is a Trustee of the TAAS and is also 
serving as its Secretary with full devotion. Besides his scientific temper, he is a true humankind. 
He is always modest in approach, kind, fair and humane. Being extremely friendly, he quickly 
develops new friends, and I am an example when we become friends 45 years ago at first sight 
during the year 1987.

I wish him a long happy, healthy and prosperous life enabling us to work together for many more 
years to come. My best regards to Dr Bhag Mal ji.

Umesh Srivastava
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B orn on 1st April 1942 at village ‘Tatiri’ in 
the district Baghpat (earlier Meerut) of 
Uttar Pradesh to late Shri Ram Kishan ji 

and late Smt. Mono Devi, he is the eldest among 
the four siblings (three brothers and one sister). He 
obtained his early education up to 8th standard in 
the High Schools in villages ‘Tera’ and ‘Kamala Jud’ 
while living at his maternal uncle’s village Titroada. 
From 9th standard onwards, he moved to a small 
town Baraut about 18 km from his native village 
and had his education from 9-12th standard at the 
Janta Vedic Inter College with 8th position in UP 
Board and further BSc (Ag) and MSc (Agril Botany) 
from the Janta Vedic PG College, Baraut, Dist. 
Baghpat and obtained Ist position in the college, 7th 
position in the University, and bagged Chancellor’s 
Medal for being one of the two best students of all 
the affiliated colleges/campuses of Agra University, 

Agra in 1962. Though his village was well connected with rail and road transport and it was easy 
to have daily up and down for attending the classes from home but he with firm determination 
preferred to stay in the town all alone so that he can concentrate on his studies. It is indeed a 
matter of great courage for a boy of 16 years to stay away from parents alone by taking a room 
on rent in the town and making food arrangement in a students’ mess.

Although his parents were not educated and engaged in farming but were keen that their 
children must get proper education and hence always encouraged them. After graduation, his 
parents were not keen that he should pursue higher education due to financial constraints on 
account of severe damage to the crops in the field due to bad weather. He realized the situation 
and decided not to put burden on his parents and started looking for jobs. He attended two 
interviews for Lecturer’s position in different Inter Colleges but was not selected and instead the 

MkW- Hkkxey  
ds vkB n'kdksa 

dh je.khd 
;k=k xkFkk

Introduction
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	 Born in village ‘Tatiri’ Baghpat (Uttar Pradesh) on 1 April, 1942

	 Schooling upto 8th standard at ‘Titroada, Tera’, and ‘Kamala Jud’, and 9-12th standard 
at the Janta Vedic Inter College, Baraut (Baghpat)

	 BSc (Ag) and MSc (Agril. Botany) from Agra University, Agra (Janta Vedic College, Baraut)

	 PhD from Jiwaji University, Gwalior (Madhya Pradesh)

	 Postgraduate Lecturer, Janta Vedic College, Baraut, Baghpat

	 Sr Research Assistant, ICAR-IARI, Plant Introduction Station, Jodhpur

	 Assistant Plant Improvement Officer (Grasses), ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi

	 Jr. Botanist, ICAR-IARI Plant Introduction Station, Amravati (Maharashtra)

	 Senior Plant Breeder, ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi (Uttar Pradesh)

	 Head, Crop Improvement Division, ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi (Uttar Pradesh)

	 Project Coordinator (UUP), ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi

	 ADG (Seeds) and ADG (FFC), ICAR, New Delhi

	 Director, ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi (Uttar Pradesh)

	 South Asia Coordinator, IPGRI (now Alliance BI & CIAT), Regional Office, New Delhi

	 Honorary Research Fellow, Bioversity International

	 Senior Consultant, APAARI, Bangkok

	 Executive Secretary, APAARI, Bangkok

	 Senior Consultant, TAAS, New Delhi

	 Trustee & Secretary, TAAS, New Delhi (continuing)

	 President, Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resources (ISPGR), New Delhi and Range 
Management Society of India (RMSI), IGFRI, Jhansi

	 Vice President, Indian Society of Genetics & Plant Breeding (ISG&PB); and Indian 
Society of Plant Genetic Resources (ISPGR)

	 Consultant, FAO and Bioversity International

	 Leader, International Projects on Forage Crops (DFID), Tropical Fruits (ADB) and 
Neglected and Underutilized Species (IFAD)

	 Chair/Co-Chair, National & International Conferences

	 Chair/Member, National Advisory Committees, Working Groups and Scientific 
Delegations abroad

	 Editor-in-Chief, Indian Journal of Plant Genetic Resources (IJPGR)

	 Editor, APO Newsletter

Dr Bhag Mal - At a Glance
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Selection Boards advised him to pursue higher studies in view of his being highly meritorious 
and topper in the college. Perhaps, there was something else in his destiny.

One day, he got an inland letter from a close relative in Delhi to get him ‘Admission Form’ 
from Janta Vedic Degree College, Baraut and when he went to Baraut to get the admission 
form, he also met Shri Bhanwar Singh Rana who was his close friend and one year senior in 
the college studying in MSc (Ag) final. BS Rana insisted him to accompany him to the college 
and meet his classmates. Although he declined, BS Rana prevailed and took him to his class. 
The Head of the Department of the Agricultural Botany came to know that I was sitting in the 
class, he called me and asked why you have not taken admission in spite of being topper in 
the college. Hehonestly expressed to the Head of the Department that he does not want any 
financial burden on his parents. Although the last date of admissions was over by one day, the 
Head of the Department was very keen about this admission in his department and he earnestly 
requested the Principal and got him admitted in back date. He unwillingly took admission in 
MSc (Agril. Botany) without the consent of parents. When he went back home and informed 
the parents about admission, they were initially very unhappy but later not only encouraged 
but fully supported him.

After getting the MSc (Agril. Botany) degree, he wished to take admission for PhD degree in the 
ICAR-IARI, New Delhi but later dropped the idea due to financial constraints and instead, joined 
as ‘Assistant Professor’ in Janta Vedic College, Baraut. But he soon realized that there was not 
much scope of progress in teaching profession in the college and then he applied for the post 
of ‘Senior Research Assistant’ in the Plant Introduction Division, ICAR-IARI, and got selected 
through UPSC and joined at ICAR-IARI Plant Introduction Station at Jodhpur (Rajasthan). None 
in the family was supportive of his moving to Jodhpur which was heavily bombarded during 
Indo-Pak war in 1965-66. Dr Bhag Mal then, seriously thought over and analysed the pros 
and cons especially in view of his career progress and finally decided to join at Jodhpur. After 
about two years, he applied and got selected for the post of ‘Junior Agrostologist’ at the ICAR-
Central Arid Zone Research Institute (CAZRI), Jodhpur and also for the post of ‘Assistant Plant 
Improvement Officer’ at the ICAR-IGFRI and finally looking into scope and his research area of 

Dr Bhag Mal in young age ( in middle with his wife Mrs Satyawati Singh)



A Commemorative Bookxvi

interest he moved to ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi in the year 1968. He was very firm in his mind that 
without PhD degree, it is difficult to make further progress and hence moved to the Regional 
Station of Plant Introduction Division at Amravati (Maharashtra) as ‘Junior Botanist’ in 1973 
keeping in mind that after two years, he will be eligible for admission in PG School, ICAR-IARI 
New Delhi as a part-time candidate and it so happened that after two years, he got selected 
topping the list of selected candidates for PhD admission and was accordingly transferred 
from Amravati to New Delhi. In the meantime, he was selected as Plant Breeder (Senior Class 
I post) at the ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi (Uttar Pradesh). Then, he was in a great dilemma whether 
to continue PhD or join at Jhansi. He consulted the Head and other senior colleagues in the 
Division and every one advised him to avail this opportunity which may not be possible so soon 
even after being PhD, and finally, he moved to ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi. Besides excellence in fodder 
research, he continued his efforts for pursuing PhD program and discussed with the then 
Director who made him the Chairman of the Committee to get ICAR-IGFRI Jhansi affiliated with 
Jiwaji University, Gwalior and finally, he completed his long-awaited dream of acquiring PhD 
degree from Jiwaji University, Gwalior in the year 1985.

I would like to mention that one of his close relative Shri Naresh Verma ji expressed him as-

ÞdrZO; iFk ij vxzlj ifFkd dks foJke dgka\ fujarj pyrs jguk mldh fu;fr gSA thou dh 
pjey; dh çkfIr rd fry&fry tyuk gh iM+rk gS] rHkh mldh lkFkZdrk fl) gksrh gSA ,slh 
gh lkFkZdrk ckxir ds xkao ^VVhjh* esa esgurd'k —"kd ifjokj esa 1 vçSy] 1942  esa tUes] M‚DVj 
Hkkxey* th dj jgs gSaA M‚- Hkkxey th u dsoy O;ogkj dq'ky gS] vfirq lkekftd xfrfof/k;ksa esa 
O;fä fdl rjg tkuHkj nsrk gS] ;g fdlh dks tkuuk gS rks vkils tkusA

muds O;fäRo esa f'k{kk] Kku vkSj lsok dh f=ewfrZ dk okl gSA 'kk;n blh dkj.k tc eSaus muls 
vius xkao esa yM+fd;ksa dh f'k{kk dh n'kk ij ckr dh rks mUgksaus dgk dh ;g lekt ds fy, 
cgqr t:jh gS fd xzkeh.k yM+fd;ksa dks f'k{kk nh tk,A muls ckr djds esjk eukscy c<+k vkSj 
geus Bkuk dh Qtyiqj ckxir esa dsoy yM+fd;ksa ds fy, ,d Ldwy [kksyk tk, vkSj geus ,d 
VªLV cuk;kA bl VªLV ds u dsoy fuekZ.k vfirq mldks vkxs c<+kus ds fy, vkt rd fujarj M‚- 
Hkkxey th ru] eu vkSj /ku ls lg;ksx dj jgs gSaA iwlk laLFkku esa oSKkfud gksus ds ckotwn vius 
O;Lrre le; esa ls le; fudkydj gekjs vkxzg ij uoacj 2010 ls uoacj 2015 rd ^'kkafr nsoh 
dU;k baVj dkWyst] Qtyiqj] ckxir* ds ps;jeSu ds nkf;Ro dk fuokZg fd;kA bl chp os fujarj 
Ldwy esa tkrs jgs vkSj dSls ml baVj dkyst dh yM+fd;ksa dk lokaZxh.k fodkl gks] blds ckjs esa  
lksprs jgsAÞ

One more point, on family front, after the death of his younger brother due to throat cancer, he 
happily shouldered the responsibility of his family and small children until they were fully grown-
up and started earning on their own, including marriage of his niece, apart other support.

As a Project Coordinator, AICRP on Underutilized and Under-Exploited Plants, he successfully 
managed and coordinated the activities of the project which resulted in the development of 
several improved varieties and production technologies of these crops. 
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In addition, he had also been given the responsibility of implementing the USAID Project at 
the ICAR-NBPGR (1989-1994). He executed the project activities of infrastructure development, 
collaborative research and training of scientists and technicians, and visits of around 100 
scientists and technicians in different laboratories in the US under the HRD component of 
the Indo-US PGR Project. His contribution at the PIU to monitor the construction of National 
Genebank/ICAR-NBPGR Hqrs building under the overall leadership of Dr RS Paroda/Dr RS Rana, 
is a memorable one. This amply demonstrated his coordination and managerial skills. He was 
also entrusted with the responsibility as Assistant Director General (Seed) and Assistant Director 

Dr Bhag Mal with Dr MH Mangesha Head, ICRISAT Genebank and Dr Nazmul Haq, Director,  
International Centre for Underutilized Crops (ICUC), Southampton (UK)
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General (Food and Fodder Crops) and was later appointed as Director, ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi in 
1996. After serving the national system in different capacities, he received an opportunity to 
serve as Coordinator, IPGRI (now Bioversity International) and as Interim Executive Secretary, 
APAARI in the international system, where he also left his footprints.

While working at the ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (ICAR-IGFRI) and 
at the ICAR-NBPGR, he made very significant contributions in fodder crops and underutilized 
plants research and development. During his professional career, he developed six (6) forage 
crops varieties and contributed for evolving ten (10) varieties of underutilized crops. Also, he 
has been instrumental in the implementation and coordination of important international 
projects such as Indo-UK Forage Project, Indo-Australian Project, ADB funded Tropical Fruits 
Project in 10 countries, ACIAR funded Project on Conservation of Tropical Fruit Species 
Germplasm in five countries, IFAD-NUS Project on Small millets, etc. apart Indo-USAID PGR 
Project.

Another important facet of Dr Bhag Mal’s personality is his enormous scientific experience and 
wisdom. Despite so many achievements in the field of genetics and plant breeding, he always 
remained humble and unassuming. His contributions in the areas of biodiversity conservation, 
characterization and utilization, genetics and breeding of fodder crops and underutilized crops, 
agro-forestry etc. will always remain important. He is not only an excellent scientist, but a great 
research manager, administrator, and institution builder. His ability to manage many complex 
situations even under the times of stress with professional handling, balanced mind and cool 
temperament made him rise so high in his career.

As Director, ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi
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Dr Bhag Mal is an eloquent speaker and has capability to stimulate, sensitize and impress 
the audience by his lucid and logical conclusions in his presentations. His mission, his vision 
and his spirit have been very commendable throughout in discharging his responsibilities and 
assignments to achieve laudable and impactful results of utility. In the diversities of different 
overlapping concomitant responsibilities, he learned fast, grasped the appreciable knowledge 
and delivered satisfying results expeditiously.

Very few people have the luck, as we are blessed with, of having in Dr Bhag Mal, a strong 
supporter, ardent motivator encouraging guide, protecting mentor, an emulative role model, 
compassioned educator and a pursuable leader. His distinguished brilliance, devoted teaching, 
guiding research to hundreds of agricultural scientists in India and abroad, has brought golden 
laurels to motherland, in fabulous quantitative and qualitative encomiums. The country is 
proudly enriched by his inborn talent and academic leadership.

His dedicated contribution to the Green Revolution will remain engraved in golden words in 
the history of the agricultural world. May the light of his enlightened guidance and wisdom, 
illuminate the green-fields in the country and the world at large.

Dr Bhag Mal does not possess any kind of ill will, any kind of pollution in mind, and any kind of 
artificiality, etc; and we see him always smiling. To whom he meets, with his unreserved smile, 
the other reaches him with magnetic attraction and the person becomes his ‘Admirer’. For such 
a long time, we have never seen him in ‘anger’, never betraying to his assigned duties, never say 
‘no’ to anybody, that is why he is loved by one and all, be it classmate, relatives, brothers, sisters, 
or maternal and paternal uncles. All find him very close to them, extremely faithful also. Born in a 
farmer’s family, Dr Bhag Mal has successfully travelled a long journey to make a great contribution 
to Indian Agriculture as an eminent scientist and an able administrator at various positions in 
the ICAR and elsewhere. He is not only a great planner, an able administrator and a research 
manager, but also a fine human being who seems to gel very easily with his seniors, colleagues 
and subordinates.

Apart academics, he had special interest in sports right from childhood. In the college tournaments, 
he used to watch the games especially, volley ball, badminton and sports throughout the day. 
When the College Principal once made it mandatory for each student to participate in games or 
sports, he along with his classmate competed in three-legged race and stood first. Later, at ICAR-
IGFRI Jhansi, he participated in badminton and reached up to semi-final. When he was Director, 
he successfully organized ‘ICAR Regional Sports Meet’ at the ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi where sport’s 
contingent were greeted by rain of flowers by helicopter (pl see the event next page).

At the TAAS, he is rendering equally excellent service and his untiring efforts have led to 
significant expansion of TAAS activities. With God gifted health, he is still very active as ever and 
always busy in promoting science and science policies through his association with the TAAS as 
its Trustee and Secretary under the dynamic leadership of Dr RS Paroda, Chairman, TAAS.

Behind every successful person, family’s support is very important. He is lucky to have his 
graceful wife Smt Satyawati Singh Ji, a pillar of strength, along with lovely children Sanjeev and 
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Sports contingents greeted by rain of flowers by helicopter during ICAR Regional Sports Meet at  
ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi

Dr Bhag Mal, Director, ICAR-IGFRI with athletes of sports contingents

Kusum (son and daughter-in-law), Yudhishthir and Sunita (son-in-law and elder daughter) and 
Pawan and Sangeeta (son-in-law and younger daughter), grandsons Master Mrigank, Devansh, 
Bhuvnesh, and Roshil; and granddaughters Ms Vrinda and Rishima. All his colleagues, friends 
and well-wishers and family members join together in wishing a very happy 80th birthday to Dr 
Bhag Mal. We wish him a long happy, healthy and prosperous life enabling us to work together 
for many more years to come. 

Best regards to Dr Bhag Mal ji.

Umesh Srivastava
Editor
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My Association with Dr Bhag Mal

I t is heartening that the TAAS was able to celebrate recently Dr Bhag Mal‘s 80th birthday. 
Also, it was decided to bring out a booklet reflecting the memoirs of colleagues and friends 
close to him and who had gathered at the NAAS to congratulate him.

Dr Bhag Mal has worked in very responsible positions, including ADG, ICAR and Director of 
ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI), Jhansi. Earlier, he worked as Project 
Coordinator of All India Coordinated Research Project on Under-utilised crops at the ICAR-NBPGR, 
New Delhi.

My association with Dr Bhag Mal runs into decades of joint initiatives for academic excellence. 
We together published a book on ‘Life Support Species. We also started our journey with 
research on forages and worked at the national institutes and organisations like ICAR-NBPGR, 
ICAR Hqrs, APAARI and TAAS. He also served ably as Regional Director for South Asia with 
Bioversity International (BI) and for a short while acted as Executive Secretary, APAARI, Bangkok. 
Dr Bhag Mal is a person of head and heart and known for his analytical approach for any 
responsibility bestowed on him. He is quite meticulous in drafting and editing technical papers 
and documents.

Dr Bhag Mal is with Dr RS Paroda inaugurating II Phase of ICAR-IGFRI Laboratories

Raj Paroda
Chairman, Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS),  
New Delhi 110012 

Former Secretary, DARE & DG, ICAR 
Avenue II, IARI Campus, New Delhi 110012

Res.: C-597, Sushant Lok-1, Gurugram 122002 (Haryana)

Mob.: +91-9810191486; Email: raj.paroda@gmail.com, taasiari@
gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal is fortunate to have been blessed with some rare ‘Sanskar’ from his previous 
incarnation. I have known him to be a very simple and tireless person. He is down to earth, very 
hard working and above all most committed to the task that he undertakes. His sincerity of the 
purpose is unmatchable. He is very humble with rare quality of never losing his temper, indeed a 
God given gift. He respects others and always willing to be flexible. Above all, he is always smiling 
and full of positivity. 

On the occasion of his 80th Birthday, Shashi and I pray for his long and healthy life, family well-
being and wish him Godspeed in this golden phase of his beautiful life.

Mrs and Dr Bhag Mal with Mrs and Dr Raj Paroda 
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Glimpses of Expert Meetings organized by APAARI

Dr Bhag Mal, Executive Secretary, APAARI during APAARI Executive Committee Meeting

Participants of APAARI sponsored Policy Dialogue on Prioritizing Demand-driven Agricultural Research
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Expert Consultation on Managing Trans-boundary Diseases of Agricultural Importance in Asia-Pacific  
organized by APAARI, ICAR and Govt. of India

Participants in APAARI sponsored meeting held at Bangkok
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Participants of TAAS Meetings in collaboration with APAARI
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A Man of Unparalleled Brilliance

I first came into contact with Dr Bhag Mal in 1996 when he joined as Director, ICAR-Indian 
Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI), Jhansi. At that time, I was working as 
Scientist and met him a few times regarding research issues. He constantly encouraged 

and motivated us to submit new project proposals for external funding, and new collaborations. 
During his tenure, because of his inspiration, we got new externally funded projects and started 
developing new laboratory and procuring new instruments which was inaugurated by him. He 
is an able administrator and human being par excellence. He was admired by all the staff for his 
positive approach in solving contentious issues following rules and regulations framework. He 
has a very sharp memory and we were astonished to see that when he came to IGFRI after a gap 
of approximately 15 years, he was able to remember all old staff with names and enquired them 
with their health and also family members. He is still fondly remembered by all the staff because 

Dr Bhag Mal in AICRP Meeting with dignitories

AK Roy
Principal Scientist & Project Coordinator (FC&U),  
ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI), 
Jhansi 284003 (Uttar Pradesh)

Mob.: 09415412144; Email: royak333@rediffmail.com
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of his good nature and able leadership. Dr Bhag Mal has been a proven leader. He mentored 
young scientists like us and gave credit and praise in public whenever we achieved success .

Even after he left IGFRI to join as Regional Coordinator in IPGRI (later Bioversity International, 
he was very helpful in formulating our research programs, and we used to consult him regularly 
regarding our research. He still has a high affinity for the forage program. Even at this age, 
he is very agile and dynamic. He is still guiding us as Chairman of Project Monitoring and 
Evaluation Committee of AICRP on Forage Crops and Utilization. His sharp memory and vast 
knowledge is helping us in formulating the programs. He is regularly participating in all the 
meetings and chairing sessions to improve the program with his constructive suggestions. His 
kind words of encouragement, guidance, and advice always helped us in achieving the targets 
and improving our capabilities. I just wanted to appreciate him and express how glad I have 
been to work under his leadership. I am genuinely proud to be led by such a great scientist. 
He has motivated me to contribute in the field of forage PGR and breeding. He has been my 
mentor, and everything I have achieved to date is because of him. 

Thank you for everything Sir.
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Dr Bhag Mal: Knowledgeable and Excellent Human Being

I am delighted to know that Dr Bhag Mal has completed his 80 years of a very productive 
and useful life. First and foremost, I wish him a very happy 80th birthday and send my 
best wishes for his healthy, joyful, prosperous and active life ahead. I also deem it to be 

an honor to recall some of the memorable moments that I spent with Dr Bhag Mal. Further, I 
consider it a privilege to be associated with the commemorative publication on Dr Bhag Mal at 
this occasion. In fact, to meet and work with a person like Dr Bhag Mal has not been a mere 
coincidence but a rich experience for me. He is a genius and a reputed plant scientist. He has 
worked and contributed significantly to strengthen the National Agricultural Research System 
in India. 

I, being a part of the National Agricultural Research System and the Trust for Advancement of 
Agricultural Sciences (TAAS), had several opportunities to interact with him but my affinity with Dr Bhag 
Mal grew to an unprecedented professional and personal level in the few years more particularly after 
his joining as Secretary, TAAS. It has been a great pleasure and privilege for me to be closely associated 
with Dr Bhag Mal over the years. My association with him helped me to learn the tireless working to 
understand the science in agriculture. I always enjoyed the academic and scientific discussion with him 
as the logic, facts, justification and reason triumphed at the end. I was very much-inspired by his soft-
spoken personality and meticulous planning of the programs. During all these scientific events, which 
were organized by the TAAS, he minutely observed the strengths and weaknesses of the program and 
fearlessly expressed his views for further improvement. I found that he never accepts the statements 
on face value. He has a special ability to bring people together and create the team work. 

I always admired his zeal, interest and energy, which he used to take for organization of 
academic and scientific programs of the TAAS. The beauty of his personality is that he is down 
to earth and does not keep distance from anybody. I observed him to be a man of few but 
correct words who stands by you in the thick and thin. At the age of 80, Dr Bhag Mal is still 
burning mid night lamp for the benefit of the TAAS and agricultural community of country.

At this occasion, once again I wish him a very happy birthday. I also wish him to have many 
more active years in services to the society. I sincerely pray to God to give him good health and 
long life, so that he can continue to guide and motivate young minds for overall development of 
agriculture in India. My family also joins me in wishing him best of the time ahead.

AK Srivastava
Vice Chancellor,  
UP Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyay Pashu Chikitsa Vishwavidyalaya Evam 
Go Anusandhan Sansthan (DUVASU), Mathura (Uttar Pradesh),
Trustee, Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) & 
Former Chairman, Agricultural Scientists’ Recruitment Board, GoI, 
New Delhi 

Mob.: +91-9466592661; Email: aksrivastava.asrb@gmail.com
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A Tribute to Dr Bhag Mal on his 80th Birthday

I have great pleasure in writing this note about Dr Bhag Mal with whom I have an 
association of more than 40 years.

On the occasion of his 80th Birthday, it is but apt that this publication is being brought out 
to celebrate his life and achievements. This is indeed very special; in Hinduism, it is believed 
that a person at 80 has passed 1000 full moons and is now truly on a spiritual path. They are 
considered blessed because they have persevered on a journey and it is an acknowledgement 
and celebration of the person’s sheer experience in life.

I would like to briefly touch upon some of the facts from Dr Bhag Mal’s illustrious life. 

Born in Tatiri, Baghpat (earlier Meerut) on 1st April 1942, Dr Bhag Mal did his schooling in 
Baghpat around, BSc (Ag) and MSc (Ag Botany) from Agra University, Agra and his PhD from 
Jiwaji University, Gwalior. Thereafter, he has held several positions of increasing responsibility to 
make significant contributions in every position that he has held.

Currently, he is Trustee and Secretary, Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS). 
Just to mention a few of his key roles: National Coordinator for All India Coordinated Research 
Project on Unutilized Crops, ICAR-NBPGR 1987-1995; he was South Asia Coordinator of 
Bioversity International (earlier IPGRI/IBPGR) from 1998-2007 as well Global Focal Person for 
Tropical Fruits, Bioversity International, 2000-2006; and served as Senior Consultant, Asia Pacific 
Association of Agricultural Research Institutions (APAARI) also.

Dr Bhag Mal has been the recipient of many awards and honours and held several positions, 
some of which are President and Vice President of the Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resources 
(ISPGR), Indian Society of Range Management and Agroforestry (ISRM&AF), Indian Society of 
Genetics and Plant Breeding (ISGPB) etc. He has been Member of National Functional Committee 
on Plant Genetic Resources constituted by the ICAR from 2000-2007 and Member, Monitoring 
Team for Breeders’ Seed Production of Forage Crop Varieties, and several other teams and 
committees where his inputs and contributions are immense. As many of us know, he was also 
Editor, APO Newsletter, Bioversity International for almost 10 years and Editor-in-Chief, Indian 
Journal of Plant Genetic Resources, New Delhi, 1990-95.

A Seetharam
Former Project Coordinator (Small Millets),  
ICAR-Indian Institute of Millet Research, Hyderabad 500030 (Telangana)

Res: Flat No 20133, Tower 20, Prestige Fern Residency, Haralur Road,  
Off Sarjapur Road, Bengaluru 560102 (Karnataka)

Mob.: +91-9880483696; Email: annada.seetharam@gmail.com
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As Fellow of Indian Society of Range Management and Agro-forestry at ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi; Indian 
Society of Plant Genetic Resources, Indian Society of Genetics and Plant Breeding, he continues 
to be passionate about these subjects. Dr Bhag Mal is a recipient of the Dr Harbhajan Singh 
Lifetime Achievement Award conferred by the Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resources (ISPGR). 
He has made many valuable contributions to the country in the areas of Plant Genetic Research, 
Plant Breeding, Research Management and Coordination and Biodiversity Conservation and for 
this we are all grateful to him. I have many fond memories of numerous interactions with Dr 
Bhag Mal on topics related to Plant Genetic Research and Neglected / Under-Utilized Crops and 
cherish the wonderful time spent with him. Dr Bhag Mal has many inspiring qualities: always 
kind and helpful, proactive and a role model; his experience and contributions is an inspiration 
to the younger generations. He has been not only a dear friend but is also a great philosopher. 

On his 80th Birthday, I pray to the Almighty to bestow success and shower grace on Dr Bhag Mal 
and his family profusely for good health and peace. Dr Bhag Mal, I wish you many happy returns 
of the day! Stay blessed and the best to you!

Best wishes
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Dr Bhag Mal: An Epitome of Scientific Excellence

I t is my pleasure that I know Dr Bhag Mal, a high caliber plant breeder for the last so 
many years. As a professional plant breeder, he has immensely contributed to agricultural 
research and development for which he is credited with developing 6 varieties of 

forage crops and 10 varieties of underutilized crops. His acumen in successfully managing and 
coordinating several training programs and international projects is testimony to his temperament 
of positive leadership. To name a few are Indo-UK project on Forage Crops, Indo-US Project on 
Plant Genetic Resources, ADB funded project on Tropical Fruits, IFAD funded project on Neglected 
and Underutilized Species etc. Dr Bhag Mal chaired several scientific sessions during national 
and international conferences. His strong scientific temperament earned him responsibilities of 
membership in several high-level committees at the national and international level. 

Dr Bhag Mal served as President, Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resources at ICAR-NBPGR, New 
Delhi; Indian Society of Range Management and Agroforestry at ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi; and Vice 
President, Indian Society of Genetics and Plant Breeding, ICAR-IARI, New Delhi; Indian Society of 
Plant Genetic Resources, NBPGR, New Delhi; Indian Society of Plant Sciences, CCS HAU, Hisar. He 
is also credited with publishing more than 150 publications including research papers, strategy 
papers, books, book chapters and conference proceedings. Recognition further touched his feet 
in receiving several awards and honours including Dr Harbhajan Singh Memorial Award for his 
excellent services for PGR and Chancellor’s Medal for being one of the two best students of all 
colleges of Agra University, Agra in BSc (Ag.). 

For his untiring efforts and contributions, he was assigned the responsibilities of important 
international positions as Interim Executive Secretary and Senior Consultant, APAARI, Bangkok; 
South Asia Coordinator, Bioversity International (earlier IPGRI), Rome. He also served as ADG 
(Seeds) and ADG (Food and Fodder Crops), ICAR, New Delhi; Director, ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi and as 
National Coordinator, ICAR-All India Coordinated Research Project on Underutilized Crops, NBPGR, 
New Delhi. Currently, he is proudly placed as the Trustee and Secretary, Trust for Advancement of 
Agricultural Sciences (TAAS), New Delhi. 

I wish him good health in future.

Anand Kumar Singh
Deputy Director General (Horticultural Science),  
Krishi Anusandhan Bhawan-II, ICAR,  
New Delhi 110012

Res.: B-16, ICAR-IARI, Pusa Campus, New Delhi 110012

Mob.: +91-9899558691; Email: aksingh36@yahoo.com,  
ddghort.icar@gov.in
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80 Years and Still Going Strong…

A t the outset, my heartiest greetings to Dr Bhag Mal on the completion of 80 years of a 
very meaningful life. I am sure he can look back at all the past years with a huge sense 
of satisfaction for having accomplished so much and continuing to be very active. Dr 

Bhag Mal, in his long and chequered career, has many singular achievements to his credit and 
made significant contributions to research, development and management in his chosen field.

As a plant breeder, Dr Bhag Mal developed a number of varieties of forage and underutilized 
crops at a time when not much attention was being given to such crops. He has handled several 
international projects in his scientific career e.g., Indo-UK Project on Forage Crops, Indo-US 
Project on Plant Genetic Resources, ADB Project on Tropical Fruits, to name a few. He has a vast 
experience of working in several international organizations like APAARI, Bangkok, Biodiversity 
International in addition to ADG (Seed/Food and Fodder Crops) at the ICAR HQs. and Director, 
ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi.

In his professional career, he published more than 150 research papers and his work was 
recognized by several awards notably among them is the Dr Harbhajan Singh Memorial Award. 
He has served as President of Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resources and Indian Society 
of Range Management and Agroforestry. Currently, he is the Trustee and Secretary, Trust for 
Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) and also taking care of the Pensioners’ interest as 
President of the Pusa Association of Retired Agricultural Scientists (PARAS).

I wish Dr Bhag Mal and family a very long, active and healthy life.

Anil Kumar Singh
Former Vice Chancellor,  
RVSKVV, Gwalior (Madhya Pradesh)

Res.: Flat No 71, Aashirwad Apartments, IP Extension,  
Patparganj, New Delhi 110092

Mob.: +91- 9425702142, 9873441488;  
Email: aksingh.icar@gmail.com
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Born Leader: Remembering the Days Spent with Dr Bhag Mal 

S cientific organization’s administration and management differs in many ways. A leader 
for such organization needs to be the best amalgamation of strong technical background 
and administrative acumen. Dr Bhag Mal is a person with amalgamation of such rare 

qualities. Many of us worked/working at ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi encountered with this great 
persona when he was serving in IGFRI as Head of Crop Improvement Division and subsequently 
as Director (Jan,1996 to April,1998). Back then with no access to information, as we now 
can browse and access information just by a mouse click, he was a source of information 
and knowledge to the scientific community of IGFRI. A man with bundle of knowledge, many 
times discussions with him paved ways for new ideas and/or helped to re-orient research 
methods for better outcomes. His first priority was always for scientific discussions irrespective 
of administrative work load and time period. He always encouraged scientists to have exposure 
of the best facilities/infrastructure available in forge research in the world. I still remember 
providing opportunities to 12 scientists and 3 technical staff to visit UK in a single year 1997. 
Additionally, the year 1997-98 was marked by several important milestones resulting in more 
output-oriented programs namely two varieties, one each in berseem (Bundel Berseem-2) and 
Oat (Bundel Jai-2), creation of three new units, viz., Consultancy Cell, PRA Cell and HRD unit, 
and formulation of Perspective Plan envisaging visionary approach up to 2020. 

During his tenure, FAO has recognized the ICAR-IGFRI as its training centre and an International 
Training Program on Management and Utilization of Fodder Trees/Shrubs in Sub-tropical and 
Temperate Himalaya was executed during September 1997. Similarly, ICRA, The Netherlands has 
agreed to have joint field study with IGFRI. The Indo-Australian ACIAR project on Stylosanthes 
was finalized wherein I was personally involved and my nomination by him to be PI of the project 
(Improved resistance component) and later I had exposure of working at CSIRO, Australia has 
immensely helped shaping my future. Still, I am indebted to him for this wonderful scientific 
opportunity. 

I remember him as ever smiling, cool and calm person. He was easily approachable and 
always had time to listen to the concerns of scientists. There are umpteen examples where 
I approached him and took his suggestions for furthering our research as well as career. He 
is a role model not for one but for generations of scientists. Besides, the encouragement 

Amaresh Chandra
Director,  
ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI), 
Jhansi 284003 (Uttar Pradesh)

Res.: D2-301, Akash Enclave, Vrindavan Yojana, Sector 6A,  
RB Road, Lucknow 226029 (Uttar Pradesh)

Mob.: +91- 9450041285; Email: amaresh_chandra@rediffmail.com, 
amaresh62@yahoo.com
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he gave to young scientists and his compassionate approach for them is worth emulating 
for any leaders. Many newly joined scientists benefitted by his leadership and expressed their 
complete potential for research and development activities of the institute. In recognition to 
his exemplary performance, 

The name of Dr Bhag Mal, was recommended to the Governing Board of Editors of American 
Biographical Institute and also he was nominated as Member, Central Sub-Committee for release 
and notification of crop varieties, Ministry of Agriculture, Govt. of India and Uttar Pradesh State 
Varietal Release Committee, Lucknow.

I perceive great feeling while talking to him. The time spent with this great human being is ever 
etched in my mind and heart. I wish him a happy and healthy life. 

All the best, Sir.

Staff of Crop Improvement Division with Dr Bhag Mal, Director, IGFRI, Jhansi
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My Interaction with Dr Bhag Mal

I was one of the fortunate persons in the ICAR-NBPGR who got the opportunity to work 
with Dr Bhag Mal when he joined NBPGR as National Coordinator, AICRP on UUP during 
1987-1995. He was instrumental and efficient nodal person in execution of the Indo-

USAID Program when we almost all scientists and technicians got the opportunity to visit different 
organizations in USA under HRD program. 

I am really impressed by his visionary approach, a genuine gentleman with a lot of qualities- 
humble, soft spoken, kind, calm and peaceful mind towards resolving issues.

His ability to manage many situations even under the times of stress with always calm and 
pleasure was one of his best approaches towards professional handling that made him rise so 
high in his career. I was closely working with him during 1987 in an event on Life Support Species 
that was organized at that time. We gained a lot while bringing an edited book on that event 
under his leadership of Dr Bhag Mal with other seniors.

I wish him a very happy and healthy life on his 80th birthday and with a joyful life ahead with his 
family members.

Anjula Pandey
Principal Scientist,  
Division of Plant Exploration and Germplasm Collection,  
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR),  
New Delhi 110012

Mob.: 9811997276; E-mail: anjula.pandey@icar.gov.in
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Dr Bhag Mal’s 80th Birthday: April 1, 2022

Heartiest congratulations to Dr Bhag Mal ji for joining the Super senior Group. 
 

I am very happy that the TAAS is celebrating Dr Bhag Mal’s 80th Birthday. It is a great day 
to celebrate his outstanding scientific contributions, particularly the characterization of the 
germplasm and development of commercial varieties of underutilized crops, such as amaranth, 
buckwheat, rice bean, faba bean and winged bean, and path breaking basic understanding 
for genetic improvement of fodder oats, sorghum, pearl millet, barley and tropical pasture 
grasses for which he deserves great recognition. Dr Bhag Mal laid foundation for promotion 
of these nutri-rich crops in India. All these crops are important but of particular interest is 
amaranth for being an important source lysine-rich protein and high micronutrients. Amaranth 
was domesticated in India about 1000 to 800 BC but it remained neglected. The foundation laid 
by Dr Bhag Mal is paying dividend as the area and production of this important crop is gradually 
increasing. 

Above all Dr Bhag Mal is an icon of modesty and pleasantly tranquil interactions.

I am highly thankful to the TAAS for giving me an opportunity to be a part of this important 
event.

Wishing Dr Bhag Mal a very Happy 80th Birthday and a wonderful time ahead.

Anupam Varma
Former President,  
World Society for Virology; INSA Emeritus Scientist
Former National Professor,  
Advanced Centre for Plant Virology, ICAR-Indian Agricultural 
Research Institute (IARI), New Delhi 110012
Res.: Jai Maa Apartment, Sector 5, New Delhi 110075
Tel: +91-11-25842134; Mob.: +91-9810217141; Email: av.acpv@gmail.com
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Rare Amalgam of Academic and Human Excellence

D r Bhag Mal has contributed immensely as a plant breeder, scientist and research 
manager, both at national and international levels. I had the first opportunity to 
meet Dr Bhag Mal way back in 1988. I was doing my Masters in Botany at the 

University of Delhi, and my teacher (and subsequent PhD guide) late Professor HY Mohan Ram 
took us to the visit National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR), as part of our course 
on “Plants for Humans”. Dr RK Arora was Director (Acting) and he had introduced us about 
activities under the ‘All India Coordinated Research Project on Underutilized Crops’, besides 
other divisions and programs. Dr Bhag Mal was the National Coordinator and he provided a brief 
overview of the work being undertaken under the AICRP (UUP). Back then I remember my first 
impression about Dr Bhag Mal was his cheerful disposition and affable nature. This impression 
was reiterated later when I joined ICAR-NBPGR in February 1994 as a Scientist, after completing 
my six-months training as an ARS inductee at ICAR-NAARM, Hyderabad. By this time, Dr Bhag 
Mal had the additional responsibility of heading the Project Implementation Unit, Indo-USAID 
PGR project, under which most scientists of the ICAR-NBPGR were sent for training abroad to 
acquire specialized subject matter training for 3-6 months. Not surprisingly Dr Bhag Mal was 
a much sought-after person, as he along under the leadership of then Directors of NBPGR, 
Padma Bhushan Dr RS Paroda and Dr RS Rana, ran the Indo-USAID project very successfully, 
benefitting almost all the scientists of NBPGR present in the duration of the project (1989-94). 

Thereafter, Dr Bhag Mal left NBPGR to work at ICAR Hqrs/ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi and later as South 
Asia Coordinator, Bioversity International (formerly, International Plant Genetic Resources 
Institute), Sub-regional Office for South Asia, New Delhi (1998-2007). During this period, I again 
got opportunity to work and interact with him under the ‘Centre of Excellence for Training on 
in vitro Conservation and Cryopreservation’ identified by the ICAR and Bioversity International. 
Three trainings were held during this period by the NBPGR (2002, 2006, 2007) supported by 
Bioversity International, under his coordination. His networking skills were very useful in inviting 
subject matter experts and trainees from more than 30 countries, making each of these trainings 
much sought-after and very successful. 

Dr Bhag Mal has contributed in organization of many Seminars/Symposia/Conferences during his 
long and illustrious career. I had the opportunity to work closely in two instances. Dr Bhag Mal 
became the President of the Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resources (ISPGR) during 2007-2009 

Anuradha Agrawal
Principal Scientist & National Coordinator (CAAST and Component 2),  
National Agricultural Higher Education Project (NAHEP),  
Krishi Anusandhan Bhawan-II, ICAR, Pusa Campus,  
New Delhi 110012, India

Mob.: +91- 9811264360; Email: anuradha.agrawal@icar.gov.in
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and I was the Joint Secretary. He took several initiatives to improve the functioning of the Society, 
including the induction of ‘Fellows’ and reframing the constitution. A major achievement was 
holding of National Symposium on ‘Recent Global Developments in the Management of Plant 
Genetic Resources’, organized jointly by the ISPGR and NBPGR at New Delhi. The meeting 
attracted more than 400 participants from the country and was a great success. Dr Bhag Mal 
displayed great leadership qualities and remained calm and composed even in very difficult 
situations that arise during the organization of such meetings. More recently (2016), when 
the 1st International Agrobiodiversity Congress (IAC, 2016) was organized under the dynamic 
vision and leadership of Dr RS Paroda, I was associated as the Member Secretary of the Core 
Organizing Committee. Dr Bhag Mal, then working with APAARI, was Member of the Technical 
and Publication Committee. I recall how he patiently provided his inputs and guidance, even 
under stressful and difficult situations. His biggest asset is to provide editing input in write-ups 
and documents, in the shortest period. 

In fact, I got to closely learn about his editorial capabilities in two documents developed in 
the recent past. First was the ‘Guidelines for Management of Plant Genetic Resources in India’ 
published in 2016 where he was the Committee Chair and Dr RK Tyagi, then Head, Division of 
Conservation Division, ICAR-NBPGR was Member Secretary. The document took a long time to 
be developed and Dr Bhag Mal provided guidance in his usual patient manner. It was rewarding 
that the Guidelines were released by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, Sh. Narendra Modi ji, 
during the inaugural function of IAC 2016. The second was the ‘Report on Policies and Action 
Plan for a Secure and Sustainable Agriculture’ developed for the Principal Scientific Adviser to 
the Government of India, which was submitted in 2019. The report was developed by a multi-
disciplinary team (including myself) under the Chairmanship of Dr Paroda. While multiple drafts 
were churned out, Dr Bhag Mal along with Dr Umesh Srivastava made sure that all corrections 
and suggestions were suitably incorporated in each draft, with his usual critical manner! 

What is impressive about Dr Bhag Mal is that his commitment towards progress of science is 
apparent from the fact that he continues to work with passion even at a young age of 80. We 
congratulate him on achieving this milestone and wish him many more years of happiness and 
health so that he continues to serve Society as he is currently doing as Secretary of the TAAS. 
Age is barely a concern as long as one has curiosity in mind and love in the heart, and Dr Bhag 
Mal is endowed with both. 

My best wishes and regards to him on his 80th birthday! 
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My Memoirs with Dr Bhag Mal Ji

Someone has said that “We don’t meet people accidentally instead we meet people 
for a reason.” This very well applies to my first meeting with Dr Bhag Mal in the All-
India Wheat Workshop somewhere in the nineties. He was chairing a session on “Seed 

Production Strategy,” and I was as rapporteur. It was a pleasant meeting and a wonderful 
experience to learn from him how to connect with the audience with high respect. He allowed 
many participants to share their suggestions within the limited time slot and kept noticeably 
short concluding words for himself. I was surprised that although I was a rapporteur and quite 
young at that time, he allowed me to share my views. Since then, I have met him on many 
occasions, and each time I learned something new, especially on how to be professional with 
humbleness, and how to manage focused attention on the theme of deliberation. 

Dr Bhag Mal is a person who always radiates positive energy. He carries a brilliant art of telling 
complex things in a simple language that can be understood easily even by a nonprofessional. 
His style of listening to others with a gracious smile and throwing smart tips in between the 
deliberation keeps him among a special class of people who keep away from the limelight 
but do not forge to enlighten others, especially the younger generation. In the company of a 
person like Dr Bhag Mal, we feel as if we are under a tree getting a mild breeze and protection 
from all kinds of stresses.

I consider myself highly lucky for having been able to get a chance to be in touch with a 
knowledgeable and humble person like Dr Bhag Mal. It would be my privilege to continue to be 
in touch with him and get his blessings.

I wish him a long and healthy life contributing to science and people.

With profound regards

Arun K Joshi
CIMMYT Asia Representative & Managing Director,  
Borlaug Institute for South Asia (BISA) 
G2, B Block, NASC Complex, DPS Marg, New Delhi 110012

Res.: 31 Mahamanapuri, PO: BHU, Varanasi 221005 (Uttar Pradesh)

Mob.: +91-9415221526; Email: a.k.joshi@cgiar.org,  
joshi_vns@yahoo.co.in
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Dr Bhag Mal -Difficult to Match Him

I t is my privilege and honor to express some of my feelings and impressions about Dr 
Bhag Mal whom I have been associated with over the last three decades. When I was 
moving from ICAR-CRRI (now ICAR-NRRI) Cuttack, I was advised by my senior colleagues 

to contact Dr Bhag Mal, the then Project Coordinator (UU&UEP), ICAR-NBPGR, for his support. 
After I joined ICAR-NBPGR in 1988, I noticed that he was very affectionate towards juniors, 
despite being a very senior person. After observing his kind behaviour, I often took the liberty of 
seeking his help and guidance on various research aspects. He was considerate enough to spare 
his valuable time and advised me on numerous aspects of my thesis work. Hence, I am highly 
grateful to him for providing me with support in the time of need.

Dr Bhag Mal has been a very capable scientist and research manager. As a Project Coordinator, 
AICRP on Underutilized and Under-Exploited Plants (UU&UEP), he successfully managed and 
coordinated the activities of the project which resulted in the development of several improved 
varieties and production technologies of these crops. In addition, he was given the responsibility 
of implementing the USAID Project at NBPGR (1989-1994). He executed the project activities of 
infrastructure development and collaborative research and training in US laboratories. He smoothly 
organized and coordinated the training and visits of around 100 scientists and technicians in 
different laboratories in the US under the HRD component of the Indo-US PGR Project. This shows 
his positive attitude towards coordination and managerial skills. After executing the project in 
NBPGR, he was entrusted with the responsibilities of Research Management Positions (RMPs) in 
ICAR as Assistant Director General (Seed) and Assistant Director General (Food and Fodder Crops) 
and was later appointed as Director, ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi (1996). After serving the national system 
in different capacities, he received an opportunity to serve as South Asia Coordinator, IPGRI (now 
Bioversity International) and as Interim Executive Secretary, APAARI in the international system. 
By virtue of his hard work and sincerity, he has proven himself as an able researcher, coordinator 
and administrator at the national as well as international levels. At the age of 80 years, he is very 
active and is associated with the Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) for the 
development of agricultural science in the country.

Dr Bhag Mal has the unique quality of being hardworking, affectionate and considerate towards 
all the sections of society. He possesses the capacity to tap the potential of untapped resources. 
He is very popular in the ICAR-NBPGR for his sincerity and amiable attitude towards everyone. 
On behalf of the ICAR-NBPGR, and my own behalf, I wish him a healthy, happy and productive 
long life. We also wish that he will guide all of us for many more decades.

Ashok Kumar
Director (Acting),  
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR),  
New Delhi 110012, India

Mob.: +91-9868115373; Email: ashok.kumar28@icar.gov.in
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Following Career Pathway of Dr Bhag Mal- A Researcher

I met Dr Bhag Mal in 1996 when I was working as a Scientist at the ICAR-Indian Grassland 
and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI), Jhansi, and when he joined as Director of the 
institute. As a young Scientist with lot of enthusiasm and energy, I was very interested to 

collaborate and work on new ideas and make impact. That time ICAR-IGFRI was in the limelight 
for many outstanding developments. One such was the Indo-UK Project (DFID funded) led by 
IGFRI from India and Institute for Grassland & Environmental Research (IGER) from UK. Under 
this project, I was at IGER, UK on study-training and at that time Dr Bhag Mal visited UK along 
with Heads of the Divisions from IGFRI. During his visit, he also took me along with the Indian 
and UK team and we visited several UK Universities working on grasslands and forage production 
systems. It was an excellent time for me to know him and get involved deeply in the project. The 
IGFRI had seen the best time during Dr Bhag Mal’s leadership as Director. He created a positive 
and highly productive environment with much collaboration, training and other opportunities in 
a very short time. It is a great pleasure to describe him as a highly amicable and accessible person 
with excellent aptitude and attitude. 

During his time, I developed an excellent laboratory with advanced instrumentation for Nitrogen 
Dynamics Studies and has done excellent work in IGFRI. Then there was an advertisement from 
ASRB for the post of Sr. Scientist. It was in 1997 winter; I still vividly remember he was working in 
his office on a holiday outside his chamber under the sun. Dr VS Upadhyay, Head of the Division, 
Plant-Animal Relationship and late Dr Vinod Shankar, Head, Agroforestry Division were with him. 
I went to meet him for a request regarding forwardal of my application for Senior Scientist to 
ASRB. He warmly greeted me and told that he knows what for I went to him. Since I was doing so 
well at the IGFRI, he was not interested to leave me. But being so positive and helping in nature, 
he was happy to do it for me. I still remember the farewell function to me and his good words on 
the occasion, while I was leaving IGFRI for joining CIFE, Mumbai as Senior Scientist. I am so much 
thankful to him for his great support and encouragements in my early career which has gone a 
long way in my career. I still remember his words of motivation and wishes to do better. I often 
remember few persons with outstanding qualities, and he is one of them. 

My family joins me to wish him all the best on his 80th Birthday and we pray for his happy, 
peaceful and long life. 

Ashok K Patra
Director,  
ICAR-Indian Institute of Soil Science (IISS),  
Bhopal 462038 (Madhya Pradesh)

Tel. (O): +91-755-2730946, Fax: +91-755-2733310;  
E-mail: ashok.patra@icar.gov.in
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A Scientist with a Difference

My namaskar and congratulations to Dr Bhag Mal on his 80th birthday! I missed being 
there in Delhi to celebrate this important milestone in his life, but my best wishes are 
always there! 

Dr Bhag Mal is an excellent scientist, extraordinary gentleman, and a wonderful human 
being. My association with him began through the TAAS (thanks to Dr Paroda Sir), and the 
bond deepened over the years. I had the great pleasure of working with him and the TAAS 
team, under the dynamic leadership of Dr Paroda Sir, for organization of the 12th Asian Maize 
Conference titled “Maize for Food, Feed, Nutrition and Environmental Security” (30 October 
– 1 November, 2014) in Bangkok, Thailand. The conference was jointly organized by APAARI, 
CIMMYT, FAO, and the Department of Agriculture, Thailand. Together, we conceptualized in the 
TAAS Office how the conference should be organized, how resources should be mobilized, and 
how the partners need to be effectively engaged. The event was indeed a great success, with 
participation of nearly 250 colleagues engaged in maize R&D globally, and particularly from 
the Asia-Pacific region. Despite all the pressures, what was remarkable was Dr Bhag Mal’s ever-
smiling nature, team spirit, and tremendous attention to details. It was indeed a great pleasure 
to work with Dr Bhag Mal, an experience I will always cherish in my life!

Another important facet of Dr Bhag Mal’s personality is his enormous scientific experience and 
wisdom. Despite so many achievements in the field of genetics and plant breeding, he always 
remained humble and unassuming. His contributions in the areas of biodiversity conservation, 
characterization and utilization, genetics and breeding of fodder crops and underutilized crops, 
agro-forestry etc. will always remain important. He was not only an excellent scientist, but a 
great research manager, administrator, and institution builder. 

Once again, Dr Bhag Mal, congratulations on completing eight decades of productive life, 
spreading cheer and happiness! I consider myself lucky to be touched by your love and affection 
as a fatherly figure! We will celebrate when we meet next in the TAAS Office! 

May you go on to complete a century with that great smile, good health, peace, and happiness!!

BM Prasanna
Director,  
Global Maize Program, CIMMYT, Nairobi, Kenya

Res.: C-115, First Floor, Inderpuri, New Delhi 110012

Mob.: +91-9540293287; Email: b.m.prasanna@cgiar.org,  
bmprasanna@gmail.com
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A True Friend For Over 50 Years, Not To Be Forgotten Ever

Before I pen down my reminiscences with regard to my association with my dear friend Dr 
Bhag Mal, I congratulate him on successful completion of “Eighty years” of an eventful 
journey, which is a milestone in its own right.

My association/acquaintance with Dr Bhag Mal dates back to late sixties, when I joined at Plant 
Introduction Division (PID), ICAR-IARI, New Delhi as Research Assistant’ and he joined as ‘Senior 
Research Assistant’ at PID, Jodhpur (Rajasthan) (1966-68). He visited many a times for official 
work and meeting every one of us. This is how our initial acquaintance bloomed. Later on, he 
joined as a Jr. Botanist at Plant Introduction Station, Amravati (Maharashtra) and remained 
there during 1973-76. It is also worth mentioning that Shri TG Kawalkar and Shri M Kazim both 
Assistant Botanists were also posted there when he joined. But before joining, Plant Introduction 
Station, Amravati, he also served as Assistant Plant Improvement Officer at ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi 
during 1968-73.

Dr Bhag Mal never stopped at one place/institute. He grabbed every opportunity in his ‘Career 
Advancement’. He served as a ‘Geneticist” (Grasses) at the ICAR-IGFRI from 1976-87. Dr Bhag 
Mal’s scientific pursuits/acumen developed further and it travelled endlessly. He joined ICAR-
NBPGR, New Delhi as Project Coordinator (Under-utilised crops) in 1987 and continued till 
1995. During his tenure at the NBPGR, frequent interactions/meetings were taking place. Many 
a time, I was seeking his expert opinion on difficult issues. Our bonding was excellent.

During his stint at the NBPGR (1985-87), several National and International seminars/workshops 
were organized under the dynamic leadership of Dr Paroda, the then Director. Dr Bhag Mal and 
me were often given the task of ’Publications and Publicity’ which we together aptly handled and 
executed.

Dr Bhag Mal’s chequered career continued further. He joined as ADG (Food and Fodder Crops), 
ICAR (1988-89) and as ADG (Seeds), ICAR in the year 1995. He never stopped. He joined 
as a Director, ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi (1996-98). In his final stint, he got selected as Coordinator, 
Bioversity International Office for South Asia, New Delhi and remained there up to 2007. 
Currently, he is serving at the Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) under the 
Chairmanship of Dr RS Paroda.

BM Singh
Former Principal Scientist,  
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR),  
New Delhi 110012

Res.: A18F, MIG Vatika Apartments, Mayapuri, New Delhi 110064

Mob.: +91-9818017110; Email: bmsingh1@hotmail.com
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I also fondly remember my association with Dr Bhag Mal as member of ‘Editorial Board’ of ISPGR 
journal in the year 1989-92, 1993-95. He was ‘Editor-in-Chief’ of the journal.

To sum up, I always find Dr Bhag Mal a warm and gentle person with serene look. The entire 
staff at NBPGR always admired his wisdom and vision, and loved his enthusiasm and devotion 
towards work. 

I wish Dr Bhag Mal his wonderful journey ahead. Here is a toast from me Dr Bhag Mal… CHEERS. 
Stay healthy, stay blessed.

A humble tribute to Dr Bhag Mal on his attaining the milestone (80 years)
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Reminiscing My Days with Dr Bhag Mal

It is an immense pleasure to congratulate Dr Bhag Mal on his 80th Birthday. I came to know 
Dr Bhag Mal in 1998 when I joined ICAR Headquarters as an Assistant Director General 
(Food & Fodder Crops). Dr Bhag Mal had earlier worked on this post and also as ADG (Seed), 

and the colleagues there remembered him for his knowledge of the subject and handling of the 
cases. 

I came in close contact with Dr Bhag Mal after my joining as Director, ICAR-National Bureau of Plant 
Genetic Resources (ICAR-NBPGR) in 2000. I found him to be an outstanding scientist, store house 
of knowledge, particularly on the germplasm and improvement of forages, underutilized crops and 
tropical fruits. Further, he was always ready to help and guide on these subjects. He also helped NBPGR 
to arrange international training courses on germplasm management and biotechnology with the 
support of International Plant Genetic Resources Institute (IPGRI, now Bioversity International) and 
Food & Agriculture Organization of the UN. I feel honoured to have shared authorship with such a 
luminary as Dr Bhag Mal, in the publications based on the training courses.

While working at the ICAR-Indian Grassland & Fodder Research Institute (ICAR-IGFRI) and ICAR-
NBPGR, he developed a number of improved varieties of forages and underutilized crops. He also 
generated basic knowledge helpful in plant breeding and on cytomorphology. His contribution as the 
Head, Project Implementation Unit, Indo-USAID PGR Project to monitor the construction of National 
Genebank/ NBPGR HQ building under the overall leadership of Dr RS Paroda, is a memorable one. Dr 
Bhag Mal has also left his footprints in international organisations, namely, Asia-Pacific Association 
of Agricultural Research Institutions (APAARI) and Bioversity International/ IPGRI.

He has also served the Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resources, Indian Society of Range Management 
& Agroforestry, and Indian Society of Genetics & Plant Breeding as President/Vice President and in 
other capacities. A common idiom, gksugkj fcjoku ds gksr phdus ikr, applies to Dr Bhag Mal very 
appropriately as he has an outstanding academic career. He passed all examinations with a distinction 
and was merit scholarship holder throughout the educational career from matriculation onwards.

I feel proud to be associated with Dr Bhag Mal, an outstanding scientist, an able guide and 
organizer, always willing to support, and above all a great person with amiable nature. May God 
bless him with long life and good health so that he continues to serve science and society. 

BS Dhillon
(Padma Shri Awardee)

Former Vice Chancellor,  
Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana 141004 (Punjab)

Res.: Villa 27, Sector 106, Mohali 160055 (Punjab)

Phone: +91 987 2871033; Email: dhillonbaldevsingh@gmail.com
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A Well-known Figure in UUP, PGR and Forage Research

I t is a pleasure to write about Dr Bhag Mal, whom I idolize, both professionally as well as 
personally, on the occasion of commemoration of his eightieth birthday.

Dr Bhag Mal joined the ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi as the first Project Coordinator of All India 
Coordinated Research Project on Under Utilized and Under Exploited Plants (UU&UEP) in March 
1987. At that time, the NBPGR was organizing an international symposium on Life Support Plant 
Species. I had the privilege of sharing my table with him while he was waiting for procurement of 
office furniture and I was waiting for space to relocate to create space for the Project Coordinator’s 
office. Unassuming person as he is, Dr Bhag Mal did not mind sharing space with a junior most 
scientist. Being a dedicated worker, he started working late hours right from day one. Successful 
organization of the symposium and bringing out a book on its proceedings was probably Dr Bhag 
Mal’s first assignment at the NBPGR New Delhi.

My next lesson came immediately after the symposium when Dr Bhag Mal brought out the First 
Annual Report of the Coordinated Project on UU&UEP without any assistance from a statistician 
or staff of Project Coordinating Unit and successfully organized the annual workshop of the 
coordinated project. During the Seventh Five Year Plan, Dr Bhag Mal gave direction to the 
Coordinated Project and prioritized different groups of plants for undertaking research at various 
centres. Realizing the constraints in funding of centres outside the agricultural research system, 
Dr Bhag Mal added eight new SAU based centres during the Eighth Five Year Plan. He also paved 
the way for shift in focus from perennial plants to annual crops. This foresight led to promotion of 
rice bean to the National Pulse Improvement Program and recognition of faba bean and pseudo 
cereals as important contributors to hill agriculture later on. Some people call underutilized (now 
called potential crops) as orphan crops. These crops will not be orphaned as long as people like Dr 
Bhag Mal are there to champion their cause. 

Simultaneously, Dr Bhag Mal was also assigned the responsibility to assist Director, NBPGR to 
execute a mega Indo-USAID Project which entailed construction of the National Gene Bank at New 
Delhi, Medium-term Storage Facilities in ten different agro-climatic zones of the country, provision 
of polyhouses and training of entire scientific and technical staff. Flawless execution of this project 
is fondly remembered even after twenty-five years of completion of the project.

In the end, I would like to mention that Dr Bhag Mal is, without doubt, ‘too good’ a person and a 
professional. It was an honour to have been associated with Dr Bhag Mal. I wish and pray for his 
good health and look forward to his continued guidance in future.

BS Phogat
Former Principal Scientist & Network Coordinator,  
All India Coordinated Research Network on Potential Crops 
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources, New Delhi 110012

Res.: A-19, Shree Balaji CGHS, Plot No 37, Sector - 6, Dwarka,  
New Delhi 110075

Mob.: 09968592706; 07838224012; Email: bsphogat9@gmail.com, 
b.sphogat@yahoo.in
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A Noble, Pious and Respected Scientist

I know Dr Bhag Mal for the last 32 years when I joined the ICAR-National Bureau of Plant 
Genetic Resources (NBPGR), New Delhi on transfer from ICAR Research Complex for NEH 
Region, Nagaland Centre. At that time, he was Project Coordinator (Under-utilized and 

Under-exploited plants). He was also a Nodal Officer/ Head, Project Implementation Unit, Indo-
USAID PGR Project which aimed at strengthening the Indian National Plant Germplasm System 
both nationally and internationally. 

He had been so kind to everybody whosoever met him in connection with USAID training to USA. 
He used to extend all kinds of help either for solving any problem with US Embassy or the ICAR 
etc. He is a very honest, sincere, hardworking, kind, and helpful person devoted to his duties/ work 
sincerely. I remember when he was working with Indo-USAID project, he has not shifted official 
telephone in his room but preferred to get it installed in his technical staff’s room. He always 
usedgo to make a call or to attend any phone call for him in staff’s room. He was not eager to 
capture anything but interested in fulfilling the job sincerely and peacefully. 

After leaving ICAR-NBPGR on his selection as Director, ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research 
Institute (IGFRI), Jhansi whenever he will visit ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi, I have never seen any 
change in his behavior, gentleness and affection to all his old colleagues/ staff etc. I have always 
seen him with smiling face, with full of confidence and always busy in his assigned work. Till date 
he is working sincerely, honestly and with full devotion. 

Dr Bhag Mal is a thorough gentleman and is an asset to the society. Though he has attained 80 
years of age which is only a number, this doesn’t hamper his daily/ routine activities even now, 
including all the scientific as well as social activities. He is fully devoted to his family responsibility 
and is fulfilling it gracefully.

We all are celebrating 80th birth Anniversary of Dr Bhag Mal. I wish him good health and peaceful 
and safe life during the coming days ahead. May God Bless You Sir. With Sincere regards to Dr 
Bhag Mal and his family.

Baleshwar Singh
Former Principal Scientist, Division of Plant Quarantine,  
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR), 
Pusa Campus, New Delhi 110012 (India)

Res.: 226 A, Pocket J & K, Dilshad Garden, Delhi 110095 

Mob.: +91-9868911457; Email: baleshwarpq@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal Ji at Impressive Eighties - A Science Leader of High 
Intellectual Merit, Prodigious Abilities and Dynamism

D r Bhag Mal ji is well known to me as a colleague from college days in JV College, 
Baraut (Uttar Pradesh), to his brilliant and successful career in ICAR, in International 
organizations and finally in the TAAS till his 80 years of age and beyond. He is an 

intellectual and is a man of wisdom, with admirable academic achievements, getting first rank 
in college throughout, and even among the top rankers in Agra University with many affiliated 
colleges. His high merit and calibre enabled him to get scholarship throughout his educational 
career. He has been composed, thoughtful and noble with instinctively decent and respectful 
behaviour. The college teaching staff and we, the friends, have always been his admirers. 

His getting a recognition as recipient of Chancellor’s Medal for being one of the two best students 
of all colleges in Agra University in ‘BSc (Ag) course in 1962 is a true testimony and recognition of 
his academic excellence and knowledge. As a result , he was offered a lecturer’s post in the same 
college to impart his comprehensive knowledge and quality of education to the PG students. After 
couple of years, he switched to research career in the ICAR-NBPGR and ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi. He 
moved to the ranks of leadership positions as HoD, Division of Crop Improvement during1986-87; 
National Project Coordinator, All India Coordinated Research Project on Underutilized Crops at 
ICAR-NBPGR (1987-1995) New Delhi; Assistant Director General (Seeds), and then Assistant 
Director General (Food and Forage Crops) during May 1988 - Feb 1989 at ICAR Hqrs, New Delhi 
and the Director, ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi (Jan.1996 - March 1998).

Then, he moved to international position as South Asia Coordinator, Bioversity International 
(earlier IPGRI), Subregional Office for South Asia, New Delhi, India (April 1998-Dec. 2007), and 
Global Focal Person for Tropical Fruits, Biodiversity International 2000-2006; Senior Consultant, 
Asia-Pacific Association of Agricultural Research Institutions (APAARI) and then enthusiastically 
TAAS (Chairperson, Dr Raj Paroda ji) where he has been still untiringly giving unwavering support 
in the capacity of Secretary at 80 years of age.

During his tenure at the ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi, he took additional challenging responsibilities 
to implement and supervise Project Implementation Unit of Indo-USAID PGR Project for 6 years 
(1989-95); as Country Coordinator of Indo-UK Forage Project at ICAR-IGFRI Jhansi that significantly 
contributed towards infrastructure and human resource development and collaborative research, 

Bhanwar Singh Rana
Former Director,  
ICAR-Indian Institute of Millet Research,  
Hyderabad 500030 (Telangana), and 

Former Plant Breeder /Consultant,  
FAO of United Nations

Res.: F109, Indraprastha Apartments, Plot No 3, Sector 12, Dwarka 110078

Mob.: +91- 8920548742 ; Email: ranabs2@gmail.com
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which considerably strengthened the Institute; and as Country Coordinator of Indo-Australian 
Project on Stylosanthes, enhancing forage productivity and production at farmers’ fields. He also 
coordinated the implementation of ‘ADB funded Project on Tropical Fruits’ in 10 Asian countries, 
namely, Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Nepal, Philippines, Thailand, Sri Lanka 
and Vietnam; assisted the implementation of ACIAR funded Project on ‘Conservation of Tropical 
Fruit Species Germplasm’ in five countries, namely, Australia, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, and 
Vietnam, and coordinated implementation of IFAD-NUS Project on Small Millets in India and 
Nepal through MSSRF, Chennai, India. 

He has also effectively and efficiently shouldered the responsibility as South Asia Coordinator, 
managed, coordinated and implemented Biodiversity International (formerly IPGRI) programs and 
projects in South Asia region and the activities of South Asia Network on Plant Genetic Resources 
(SANPGR), (1998 – 2007). Real commendable and impressive. My salutation and lavish admiration 
to him.

His research contributions are enormous, conceptual, innovative and exemplary with great 
diversity of crops, where normal scientist can get bog down and lost. He has been a passionate 
and resolute research scientist, an inspiring leader as National Project Coordinator (All India 
Coordinated Research Project on Underutilized Crops) and a capable Director, ICAR-IGFRI that 
enabled him towering achievements and enormous respect. He played the strategic role in 
creating a synergetic team work and provided commendable leadership with constructive ideas. 
He has published his large number research results in national and international journals. But 
his various reports and reviews particularly pertaining to international projects also do provide 
valuable information and insight for advancing agricultural production and achieve sustainability 
in tropical world. These recommendations have been very useful and impactful in concerned 
developing countries. 

Dr Bhag Mal is an eloquent speaker and has capability to stimulate, sensitize and impress 
the audience by his lucid and logical conclusions in his presentations. His mission, his vision 
and his spirit have been very commendable throughout in discharging his responsibilities and 
assignments to achieve laudable and impactful results of utility. It is impressive and admirable, 
the way he successfully discharged his diverse responsibilities of national and international 
projects implementation and institute building activities and presently discharging his duty 
with utmost devotion and sincerity at the TAAS. This showed his peerless high capabilities, 
trustworthiness and efficiencies. In these diversities of different overlapping concomitant 
responsibilities, he learned fast, grasped the appreciable knowledge and delivered satisfying 
results expeditiously. 

His luck is as his name, Bhag Mal (meaning “worrier of luck”) being a very intelligent since 
childhood, talented and committed gentleman with high personal qualities, virtues and etiquettes 
on the one hand and his high capabilities, expertise, dynamism, versatility on the other hand, 
impressing and winning the hearts of his colleagues, and the credibility and confidence of his 
seniors at every stage of his responsibilities. This is one of the resourcefulness, nature gifts to 
him to move forward endlessly as trusted colleague of Dr Paroda ji. God has been very kind to 
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Dr Bhag Mal ji (in his own words) to proactively arrange new responsibility before he completes 
one. One can believe it, without any exaggeration but it is his competence, self-motivation, 
zeal to excel, his perfection in delivering laudable results for serving common goods. One can 
surprise to see nature of diversity of his assignments – many forage crops to many underutilized 
crops to leadership in many fruits trees production in SA countries, and would feel proud with 
his resilience, adaptability, fast learning and delivering admirable results of sustainable nature at 
every stage of his career and now in the TAAS. But I and even you get lost to know, “when he 
exactly superannuated from ICAR” but could feel ecstatic and jubilant that he now completed 
his 80’s of age on first April, 2022 and still, gracefully adhering to commitment in the TAAS. Our 
Hearty Congratulations to him. 

My daughters Dr Sunita Rana (MD) in Dwarka, and Dr Anju Verma, PhD (Missouri State 
University), are immensely pleased to learn about the excellent achievements of revered Dr Bhag 
Mal ji during his career. They communicated that these really are marvellous and it is amazing 
that he still has been serving the agricultural and scientific communities with full devotion and 
enthusiasm. They said that his life time achievements are a source of inspiration as well as 
encouragement for all the youngsters. Their best compliments to him on attaining his 80 years 
of age. They wish him sound health and a long happy life. 

Myself, my wife and my family’s lavish admiration and best wishes to Dr Bhag Mal ji, his wife and 
to his blessed family and pray Almighty to bestow them a long, healthy and successful happy 
life forever.
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A Simple Personality: An Affectionate Mentor

D r Bhag Mal, a plant breeder by profession, immensely contributed towards agricultural 
research and development. He developed 6 varieties of forage crops and 10 varieties 
of underutilized crops; and successfully managed and coordinated several training 

programs and international projects including Indo-UK project on Forage Crops, Indo-US Project 
on Plant Genetic Resources, ADB funded project on Tropical Fruits and IFAD funded project on 
Neglected and Underutilized Species. He chaired/co-chaired scientific sessions in several national 
and international conferences. He had also been member of several high-level committees at the 
national and international level. 

Dr Bhag Mal served as President, Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resources at NBPGR, New 
Delhi; Indian Society of Range Management and Agroforestry at IGFRI, Jhansi; and Vice 
President, Indian Society of Genetics and Plant Breeding at IARI, New Delhi; Indian Society of 
Plant Genetic Resources, NBPGR, New Delhi; Indian Society of Plant Sciences, CCS HAU, Hisar. 
He has to his credit more than 150 publications including research papers, strategy papers, 
books, book chapters and conference proceedings. He is the recipient of several awards and 
honours including Dr Harbhajan Singh Memorial Award for his excellent services for PG and 
Chancellor’s Medal for being one the two best students of all colleges of Agra University in BSc 
(Ag.) in 1962. 

He held several important positions, namely, Interim Executive Secretary and Senior Consultant, 
APAARI, Bangkok; South Asia Coordinator, Bioversity International, Rome; Director, IGFRI, 
Jhansi; ADG (Seeds) and ADG (Food and Fodder Crops), ICAR, New Delhi; and National 
Coordinator, All India Coordinated Research Project on Underutilized Crops, NBPGR, New 
Delhi. Currently, he is the Trustee and Secretary, Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences 
(TAAS), New Delhi. 

I wish and pray for his good health and look forward to his continued guidance in future. 

Brahma Singh
Former OSD (Horticulture),  
President’s Secretariat, New Delhi 110001

Currently Chairperson, Brahma Singh Horticulture Foundation, New Delhi; 
President, Indian Society of Vegetable Science, Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh) 

Res.: Pocket E, Flat No 713, Mayur Vihar Phase 2, Delhi 110091

Mob.: +91-9818313660; Email: brahma88@gmail.com
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Bhag Mal: A Scientist Friend

It is excellent gesture from the TAAS to celebrate the 80th Birthday of Dr Bhag Mal, a true 
crusader of science and technology in agriculture but also a scientist friend. 

I am thankful to Dr Umesh Srivastava, who in fact reminded me about this brief write up 
about him for a publication planned by the TAAS on the 80th Birthday of Dr Bhag Mal. I came in 
close contact with Dr Bhag Mal when I was Chairman, ASRB in New Delhi from 2004 to 2011. 
On several occasions, I took his help in talent search either for initial scrutiny or subsequent 
personal interactions. I found him extremely sincere in his approach for selection of a candidate. 
Never he allowed any personal biases in suggesting his views about the candidate. I found him a 
passionate person when it comes to judge the merit of a candidate. 

Dr Bhag Mal has very wide experience of working not only in national institutions but also in 
international organizations. His consultancy at APAARI will be long remembered for making the 
organization vibrant as also the topic of biodiversity. He assisted the national organizations to 
develop guidelines for management of Genetic Resources. 

Dr Bhag Mal is currently with the TAAS and serving the organization with devotion. Besides his 
scientific temper, he is a true humankind. He is always modest in approach, kind, fair and humane. 
Being extremely friendly, he quickly develops new friends, and I am one example when he made 
me his friend at the age of 65.

I wish him long and healthy life to serve the agriculture community through TAAS. 

CD Mayee
Former Chairman, ASRB, New Delhi
President, South Asia Biotechnology Centre, New Delhi
Chairman, AFC Ltd., Mumbai, 
Executive Board Member, ABNE (Burkina Faso), ISAAA (USA) and 
President, Indian Society for Cotton Improvement, Mumbai
Res.: Flat 602, Raviram Residency,13/1, Chitale Marghantoli,  
Nagpur 440012 (Maharashtra)
M: +91-9970618066; Email: charumayee@yahoo.co.in 
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Scientist, Guide and A Mentor

I got the opportunity to work with Dr Bhag Mal ji as Senior Scientist (Seed) when he was 
Assistant Director General (Seed) at the ICAR, Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi. He is a very nice 
person in guiding for official matters and has been very helpful in personal matters too.

Dr Bhag Mal ji is very soft spoken, excellent in behaviour with his colleagues. He was very 
punctual in attending the office and providing guidance in completing matters in day-to-day 
official working. He was very particular for completing the task assigned in time and used to 
advise all staff members to complete the assigned work in time. 

I learned a lot from him about the working systems of the ICAR Hqrs. I pray to God for his happy, 
healthy and joyful future life.

Thank you very much.

CP Singh
Former ADG (Seed)/ Principal Scientist (Seed),  
Indian Council of Agricultural Research,  
Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi 110001

Mob.: 9958007061/ 9868491659; E-mail: cpsingh0903@gmail.com
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A Human Being Par Excellence

I t is my pleasure to write about Dr Bhag Mal presently Secretary, TAAS and President, Pusa 
Association of Retired Agricultural Scientists (PARAS). 

I met Dr Bhag Mal ji when he joined the ICAR as Assistant Director General (Seeds). Both of us 
used to sit in Rooms 213 & 215, respectively, in the Krishi Bhavan. That gave us opportunity to 
interact frequently. I found him a calm, cool but hard-working colleague. He is an enthusiastic 
scientist full of vast scientific ideas. 

He joined the Council’s service at the then Plant Introduction Division of ICAR-IARI, New 
Delhi. He had worked as the Head of the Crop Improvement Division and later as the Director 
at ICAR- Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (ICAR-IGFRI), Jhansi, later as Project 
Coordinator, All India Coordinated Project bon Under-utilized crops at ICAR-NBPGR, New 
Delhi. He contributed significantly at all the places, he served. 

Later he joined as Coordinator IPGRI (now Bioversity International), South Asia Office, DPS Marg, 
New Delhi and worked there almost for 9 years. Currently, he is helping Dr RS Paroda, Chairman 
of the Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) as Secretary, TAAS. He is also 
holding the position of President, PARAS – an association meant to serve the problems of retired 
scientist of the ICAR and its institutes.

Dr Bhag Mal has completed 80 years of age. I wish him happy birthday and a long healthy life. I 
wish him to continue serving Indian Agriculture in the years to come.

DP Singh
Former Assistant Director General (Vegetable Crops),  
Indian Council of Agricultural Research,  
Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi 110001

Mob.: 9810681046; Email: dpsingh45@yahoo.com
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A Man of Great Vision: One of the Architects of IGFRI

I was fortunate enough to have association with Dr Bhag Mal since my joining as Scientist 
at the ICAR- Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI), Jhansi in 1986. Soon 
he was given the responsibility of Head, Crop Improvement Division. I witness the SRCs of 

those days when each and every point of the technical program for the coming year was discussed 
and necessary corrections made. It was the kind of scientific leadership needed at that level.

Dr Bhag Mal left ICAR-IGFRI to join ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources, New Delhi, 
however we were constantly in touch with him to seek guidance. Dr Bhag Mal returned to Jhansi 
as Director, IGFRI to steer again the forage research. He has tremendous notable contributions to 
his credit during the period which included reshaping the projects having international funding. 
He supported me to create biotechnology lab for conducting my first AP Cess fund supported 
project. He mentored in getting the DBT network project also. The MTS module for conservation 
of germplasm of forage crops became functional only in his tenure. He gave us full freedom and 
support to see the unit functional. We were there to work with his constant motivation and our 
efforts made the MTS to run effectively for years together even in the conditions of Jhansi which 
had a lot of power failures/cuts and limited resources to get problems fixed. 

Dr Bhag Mal has in-depth knowledge of managing plant genetic resources. He has immensely 
contributed to forage genetic resource evaluation, characterization and documentation. He 
possesses clear vision for forage crop breeding. He is guiding even today the forage breeding 
program as an ICAR nominee expert to the AICRP on forage crops. I am proud to be associated 
with him as expert in those National Group Meetings. His critical comments are milestones in 
shaping the breeding programs. I have been consistently impressed by his attitude, dedication 
and his outstanding contributions to science exhibiting the highest levels of productivity. I am so 
proud to be led forward by a person like Dr Bhag Mal, who is not only a true researcher but is also 
an amazing research manager. I learned a lot from him, and whatsoever little contribution I could 
make to forage science, was because of his initial training and continued guidance throughout my 
career. It has been a privilege to work under his leadership when he was Head of Crop Improvement 
Division and later as Director of the Institute. I get to learn something new from him every day. 

I wish that scientific fraternity, particularly the forage scientists, are benefited with his long and rich 
experience, intellectual capability and strong drive for many years to come. 

Thank you, Sir!

DR Malaviya
Former Head & Principal Scientist (Plant Breeding),  
ICAR-Indian Grassland & Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI),  
Jhansi 284003 & 

ICAR-Indian Institute of Sugarcane Research (IISR),  
Lucknow 226002 (Uttar Pradesh)

Ph.: +91-9450041288; Email: drmalaviya47@rediffmail.com, 
malaviya2007@yahoo.co.in
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,d —f"k oSKkfud% ,d foy{k.k çfrHkk

M kW- Hkkxey th ds 80osa tUefnol dh cgqr cgqr 'kqHkdkeuk,a! 1 vçSy lu~ 1942] xzke 
*VVhjh* ftyk ¼mÙkj çns'k½ esa tUes MkW- Hkkxey th ds ckjs esa tks Hkh dgk tk;s] 'kk;n 
cgqr de gh gksxkA mudh Ldwyh f'k{kk cM+kSr] ftyk ckxir ls lEiUu gqÃA mudh mPp 

f'k{kk —f"k {ks= esa vkxjk foÜofo|ky; ¼mÙkj çns'k½ ls Øe'k% 1962 esa ch,llh ¼—f"k½ ,oa 1964 esa 
,e,llh ¼—f"k ouLifr foKku½ esa mPpre vadksa esa çkIr djus ds ckn 1985 esa thokth foÜofo|ky; 
Xokfy;j ¼eè; çns'k½ ls ih,pMh dh mikfèk çkIr dhA

,uchihthvkj fnYyh esa vkus ds lkFk gh mUgksaus Hkkjrh; —f"k vuqlUèkku ifj"kn~ esa ,Mhth ¼,Q,Qlh½ 
,oa ,Mhth ¼lhM½ dk dk;ZHkkj laHkkykA os çfrHkk ds brus èkuh gS fd os Hkkjrh; —f"k vuqlUèkku 
ifj"kn~ & Hkkjrh; pjkxkg ,oa pkjk vuqlUèkku] >k¡lh ds funs'kd jgs vkSj ckn esa ck;ksoÆlVh 
baVjus'kuy esa nf{k.k ,f'k;k leUo;d ds in ij jgsA rRi'pkr~ os ofj"B lykgdkj crkSj vikjh 
¼,f'k;k iSflfQd vlksfl,'ku v‚Q+ ,xzhdYpjy fjlpZ bafLVVîwV½ esa 2006 ls dk;Zjr FksA vHkh V‚l 
ds VªLVh ,oa lfpo ds in ij dk;Zjr gSaA

eSa ekuuh; M‚- lkgsc th ds lEidZ esa ,uchihthvkj esa vk;k] rks muds O;ogkj ,oa e`nqHkk"kh 
gksus ls cM+k çHkkfor gqvkA mUgksusa lnk ,d mPp Js.kh ds bUlku gksus dk ifjp; fn;kA os 
ges'kk lHkh dh lgk;rk ,oa lg;ksx ds fy;s rRij jgrs gSaA tks Hkh muls cu iM+rk gS] os ges'kk  
djrs gSaA

MkW- Hkkxey th ds thou n'kZu dk voyksdu djsa rks os lnk 'kkUr&LoHkko esa jgrs gSaA mudk 
fueZy LoHkko ges'kk eqLdqjkrk jgrk gSA mudk xw<+&Kku muds çpkj&çlkj] muds çdk'ku dh 
dyk ,oa Hkk"k.k dh 'kSyh lHkh çHkkfor djus okys gSA muds oäO; mYys[kuh; rFkk vuqdj.kh; gSA

;gh dkj.k gS fd mUgksaus thou ds 80osa lky rd viuh çfrHkk ls —f"k {ks= ds lHkh dk;ks± dks 
loksZPprk çnku dhA eSa muds Hkkoh LoLF; thou dh mUufr ds fy, dkeuk djrk gw¡ vkSj foÜokl 
djrk gw¡ fd mudk —f"k {ks= esa ;ksxnku lnk vxz.kh jgsA

Deep Chand
Former Senior Scientist,  
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR),  
New Delhi 110012

Mob.: +91-8447779562; Email: dr.deep.chand.delhi@gmail.com
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A Charismatic Scientist As I Know

I know Dr Bhag Mal Ji ever since he was Head, Crop Improvement Division at the ICAR-
Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (ICAR-IGFRI), Jhansi. Over the years, 
I found Dr Bhag Mal a very dedicated, output oriented, down to earth and sincere 

researcher and research manager. As an active researcher, Dr Bhag Mal made very significant 
contributions in fodder crops and underutilized plants research and development. During his 
professional career, he developed six (6) forage crops varieties and contributed for evolving ten 
(10) varieties of underutilized crops. He occupied several prestigious positions such as National 
Coordinator, Underutilized crops, ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi; Assistant Director General (Seeds), 
Assistant Director General (Food & Fodder Crops), ICAR, New Delhi; Director, ICAR- IGFRI Jhansi; 
and South Asia Coordinator, Bioversity International, South Asia Office, New Delhi. 

Gurbachan Singh
Vice Chairman, TAAS New Delhi; 
Chairman, GSFRED, Karnal; 
Former Chairman, ASRB, New Delhi &
Former Agriculture Commissioner, Govt. of India

Res,: Basant Villa, Adjacent Adarsh Public School, Kunjpura Road, 
Karnal 132001 (Haryana)

Mob.: 9971167767; Email: dr.gurbachan@gmail.com

GSFRED News Letter Release Function at TAAS Office on 29th October, 2018
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Dr Bhag Mal has the privilege of coordinating several international research programs and 
projects in the field of forage and underutilized crops research and development. To name a 
few significant ones include: Indo-USAID project on improvement of gene bank; Indo-UK forage 
program; Indo-Australia project on Stylosanthes; Asian Development Bank funded project on 
tropical fruits in 10 countries; ACIAR funded project on conservation of tropical fruit species 
germplasm and IFAD-NUS project on small millets. Dr Bhag Mal also had the unique honour 
of holding coveted positions in professional societies. He served as President, Indian Society of 
Plant Genetic Resources at the ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi and also the President, Indian Society 
of Range Management and Agroforestry at IGFRI Jhansi. 

The highly respected and decorated scientist in the field of plant genetic resources and range 
management and agroforestry completed 80 years of his very successful life journey on 
April 1, 2022. The Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) celebrated his 80th 
birthday to pay a tribute to his unparalleled contributions in forage science in general and 
special contributions to the growth of the TAAS as its Secretary. Because of Dr Bhag Mal’s 
meticulous planning and execution traits, the TAAS could organize several dialogues on topical 
subjects related to agricultural research, development and policy and also bringing out several 
proceedings and publications well in time, for use of scientific community and civil society. 

We wish Dr Bhag Mal Ji a very happy, healthy and prosperous time ahead.
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Dr Bhag Mal: Combination of Intellectual, Noble, Gentle and Affable

I am delighted to write about Dr Bhag Mal on the occasion of his 80th B’day on April, 01, 
2022. Dr Bhag Mal, an outstanding scientist, is a mild and suave gentleman who always 
wears a smile on his face. My first interaction with Dr Bhag Mal was when he was Project 

Coordinator, AICRP on Underutilized and Underexploited Crops at the ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi 
where he played a key role in bringing out the importance of these crops in nutrition as well as 
alternate source of energy provided by these important but neglected crops and later when he 
was heading ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute, Jhansi as its Director. Dr Bhag 
Mal’s role as Coordinator, South Asia at the International Plant Genetic Resource Institute (IPGRI) 
at New Delhi is well-known and the same was later re-christened as Bioversity International. 
Dr Bhag Mal’s role as Senior Consultant, APAARI helped in establishing APAARI’s presence in 
India which was joined by many States Agricultural Universities as well as institutions. After 
retiring from the active service Dr Bhag Mal has dedicated himself to serving the community of 
agricultural scientists through the Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS), New 
Delhi.

I want to place on record my appreciation to the TAAS headed by Padma Bhushan Dr RS Paroda 
for taking initiative to celebrate 80th Birthday of Dr Bhag Mal.

I wish Dr Bhag Mal great health, happiness and long life.

HS Gupta
Chairman, Assam Agriculture Commission & 

Ex-Director General, Borlaug Institute for South Asia (BISA)

Former Director, ICAR-IARI, New Delhi

Res.: Kalypso Court, Tower 3, Unit 1601, Jaypee Greens Wish Town, 
Sector 138, Noida 201304 (Uttar Pradesh)

Mob.: +91-9654494989; Email: hsgupta.53@gmail.com 
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Wise Scientist and A Simple Man

Today, I feel honoured to express my thoughts about Dr Bhag Mal, an eminent Agricultural 
Scientist par excellence on his 80th Birthday.

I know Dr Bhag Mal for two decades and have seen him from close corners. Besides his 
strong scientific credentials and immense contributions to Agricultural Science, I can vouch for him 
that he has been an adorable husband, a responsible father and caring grandfather. The strong 
value system, he inculcated in the family is worth copying. 

His contribution to Civil Society with his value-added suggestions is always appreciated by 
one and all. Last but not the least, his humility, dedication, and strong commitment has been 
exemplary and appreciated by all us in our residential society.

I wish him many more years of successful life and he continues to guide the young generation, 
going forward. 

With best wishes

ID Agarwal
(A Neighbour)

Retd. Executive Engineer,  
HP Irrigation and Public Health Dept. 

Res.: 611 Ganpati Apartments, Sector-9, Plot-6, Dwarka,  
New Delhi 110077



Bhagmal@80
Eightieth Birthday Celebration of Dr Bhag Mal

43

My Congratulatory Message to Dr Bhag Mal on his 80th Birthday

Dr Bhag Mal who on 01 April 2022 completed 80 golden years of his life, I send my 
greetings and best wishes on this happy occasion. 

I know Dr Bhag Mal since 1996. He at that point in time was working as Director, 
Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI) Jhansi and I was assigned to Central 
Research Institute for Dryland Agriculture (CRIDA) Hyderabad. I sought his advice on choice 
of some species of forages and grasses suiting semi-arid tropics. His suggestion on selecting, 
testing, and introducing self-generating and self-seeding species proved highly practicable. 
Spread on introduction was very fast since these types saved the farmers from the hassle of 
planting and replanting job. More closely, I came to know about Dr Bhag Mal, when he stared 
working as Secretary, Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences, New Delhi. During my visits 
to the TAAS Office and meetings chaired by Dr RS Paroda, Chairman TAAS, I found him making 
his interventions clearly and succinctly. He was very emphatic but very polite in making his point 
in a highly systematic and logical way. I was highly impressed about his overall comprehension 
and depth of knowledge on contemporary and futuristic needs of agriculture research and 
development. Dr Bhag Mal is endowed with clear vision and clarity of thought. These qualities 
became clearer when I have chance to work with him on organization of a TAAS convened 
Brain Storming Session on Regenerative Agriculture in 2021. His excellent writing skills came 
to the fore by reading the way proceedings and recommendations of this BSS were captured, 
articulated, published and circulated by TAAS.

Apart from professional and writing skills, I found in Dr Bhag Mal a wondrous person and a 
phenomenal human being. He is a gentleman to the core and a man personifying dedication and 
hard work. His humbleness and always willing nature of extending a helping hand with a smile 
has endeared him to one and all. 

I send my best wishes and congratulation to Bhag Mal for completing 80 years of his life. I, above 
all, extend greetings and prayers for a very happy, healthy, and prosperous life so that we can 
celebrate many more of his birthdays in times to come. 

JC Katyal
Former Vice Chancellor,  
CCS Haryana Agricultural University &

Deputy Director General (Agril. Edn), ICAR

Res.: A104, Park View City 2, Sector 49, Sohna Road,  
Gurugram 122018 (Haryana)

Mob.: +91-9284755567; Email: jc_katyal@rediffmail.com
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My Impression About Dr Bhag Mal: A Rare Personality of High Esteem

Dr Bhag Mal, presently the Secretary of the Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences 
(TAAS), New Delhi, with whom I had the opportunity of interaction only for a couple of 
occasions, that too in some of the programs of TAAS. Being a scientist of the Fisheries 

Science discipline rather I did not have any opportunity to meet him on earlier occasions. However, 
those small interactions for a few minutes could provide enough insight about him as a person of 
the highest esteem. During the past five years while I started knowing more and more about him in 
every interaction and also knowing about his expertise from the information available in the public 
domain I could know about his vast experience, strong expertise and outstanding caliber. It was 
hard to believe how an individual with such an experience of working in different coveted positions 
including Assistant Director General at ICAR, Director of the ICAR-Indian Grassland & Fodder 
Research Institute, National Coordinator of All India Coordinated Research Project on Underutilized 
Crops, South Asia Coordinator of the Bioversity International, Global Focal Person for Tropical Fruits 
at Bioversity International and a senior consultant of Asia-Pacific Association of Agricultural Research 
Institutions (APAARI) can be so humble, down-to-earth, diligent and organized. 

His research contributions to plant genetic resource management, genetics and plant breeding 
have been greatly acknowledged nationally and also in the international arena. Further, the 
contributions made by him through his association with different national-level committees 
and exemplary leadership provided through different professional societies have remained the 
hallmarks.

Active association of Dr Bhag Mal with the science for the cause of the society through an 
organization like TAAS, which is being steered by Dr RS Paroda, Former Secretary, DARE and 
Director General, ICAR as Founder Chairman for the last two decades, is also a testimony the 
commitment and trustworthiness that he possesses at 80 years of age. 

I wish him many more years of his active and healthy life. May God bless him and be with him to 
guide and serve the people through his continued association with TAAS!

JK Jena
Deputy Director General (Fisheries Science),  
Indian Council of Agricultural Research,  
Krishi Anusandhan Bhawan-II, Pusa, New Delhi 110012, India

Res.: B7, NASC Complex, DPS Marg, New Delhi 110012

Tel.: 0091-11-25846738 (Off), Mob.: +91-9453019735;  
Email: jkjena2@rediffmail.com, jkjena2@gmail.com
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A Great Motivator: A Visionary Beyond the Visible

I t gives me immense pleasure to record my impressions of Dr Bhag Mal, my colleague and 
a friend of many years. I came in contact with Dr Bhag Mal in 1979 on my first posting 
as an ICAR scientist at the ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (ICAR_

IGFRI), Jhansi where he was working as a scientist in the Crop Improvement Division, and later 
became its Head. Even during those young days, Dr Bhag Mal was known for his hard work, 
sincerity and knowledge of the subject. These qualities truly reflected his brilliant academic 
career having been a first division distinction holder from high school to the master’s level.

My next association with Dr Bhag Mal was at the ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources 
(ICAR-NBPGR), New Delhi where I shifted in 1988 and he was then working as National Coordinator, 
All India Coordinated Research Project on Underutilized Crops and later was bestowed with the 
additional responsibility of establishing the National Genebank under the massive Indo-USAID 
PGR Project. The underutilized project succeeded in introducing several lesser-known crops into 
the agricultural research system, and the National Genebank project initiated and guided by Dr 
RS Paroda led to the modernization of plant genetic resources management throughout the ICAR 
system. It also triggered upscaling of genetic resources research and development activities in 
animal and fish sectors.

My more intimate association with Dr Bhag Mal started when he joined Asia-Pacific Association 
of Agricultural Research Institutions (APAARI) as Senior Consultant, and where I was serving 
as Coordinator of the Agricultural Biotechnology Program. His contribution in organizing 
policy dialogues, training programs and other group activities, and bringing out publications 
comprising proceedings of meetings and workshops, brochures, newsletters, and status reports 
on adoption of agricultural technologies in the Asia-Pacific region, have been acknowledged by 
all APAARI stakeholders. At the TAAS, Dr Bhag Mal has been rendering equally excellent service 
and his untiring efforts have led to significant expansion of TAAS activities. I have found working 
with him a very pleasant and rewarding experience.

On his birthday, I wish Dr Bhag Mal good health and happiness and look forward to his continued 
contribution to the cause of Indian agriculture research and development.

JL Karihaloo
Former Director (Acting), ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi

Former Coordinator,  
Asia-Pacific Consortium on Agricultural Biotechnology (APCoAB), 
APAARI, New Delhi

Res. : B1/15, Agrasen Apartment, Plot No 10, Sector 7, Dwarka,  
New Delhi 110075

Mob.: +91-9818872624; Email: jlkarihaloo@rediffmail.com
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My Long Journey with Dr Bhag Mal

I t is my proud privilege to write something about Dr Bhag Mal ji with whom I was 
associated at the ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi in 1969 except for a few years when he left Jhansi 
and joined at Amravati. His dynamic leadership, helping attitude and positive approach 

is definitely unforgettable. I worked as Research Assistant with him when he was Assistant Plant 
Improvement Officer (Grasses) where I found his dedication towards his duties, and friendly 
behaviour with everybody. After 3-4 years, he left IGFRI and joined as Junior Botanist at the 
ICAR-IARI Regional Centre, Amravati (Maharashtra) but after a few years, he again came back 
to IGFRI Jhansi as Senior Plant Breeder and again I worked with him. Fortunately, we were 
neighbours for several years. His behaviour was always friendly and supportive with his juniors 
and peers. Since then, we have not developed only family relations but strong affinity too. 

In early 1987 with the joining of Dr Panjab Singh ji as Director, ICAR-IGFRI, a recreation club 
was established at the institute and Dr Bhag Mal was made its President and he included me in 
his team as Treasurer. After a few months, he got selected as Project Coordinator (Underutilized 
Plants) at the ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi. Due to his courtesy, faith and trust, my bonding with 
him remained intact and fortunately I continued scientific association with him as I had 
the responsibility of work on underutilized plants at the IGFRI, Jhansi. Due to his trust and 
affection, I received recognition in annual workshops, and representation in project monitoring 
committee, etc. 

I know that looking to his immense capability and positive attitude, he was also given the 
additional responsibility as Coordinator, Indo-USAID PGR Project and under that project, 
I was also given opportunity to visit USA for two months on the recommendation of Dr 
Bhag Mal. He also included me as a co-author with him for the chapter ‘Forage Crops and 
Grasses’ in the 6th revised edition of Handbook of Agriculture (ICAR). In the beginning of 
1996, he again came back to ICAR-IGFRI as Director. During the tenure, besides number 
of opportunities he gave me, he has also nominated my name for CCPI (NATP). After my 
retirement in April 2008, I got settled at Indirapuram, Ghaziabad which enabled me to 
meet him whenever I desire.

In addition, he was also given an additional responsibility at the ICAR headquarters for number 
of years which clearly indicates that most of the top dignitaries liked him because of his immense 

JN Gupta
Former Principal Scientist,  
ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI),  
Jhansi (Uttar Pradesh)

Res.: 806, Sun tower, Shipra Suncity, Indirapuram,  
Ghaziabad (Uttar Pradesh)

Mob.: +91-8860029089; Email: jngupta11@gmail.com
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capability and dedication to work. As I saw him in various capacities and found that he has an 
ocean of love in his heart and that love he used to distribute free to the younger generation of 
scientists. I can say with proud that I have been/am associated with such a noble personality 
which is seldom seen around us. I pray the Almighty for his healthy and cheerful long life. In 
the last I would say that an elder brother ever does the maximum for the betterment for his 
younger brother, though younger brother felt his love but never got the opportunity to express 
his gratitude publicly. 

Hence, I sincerely thank Dr RS Paroda, Chairman, TAAS for this publication on 80th birthday of Dr 
Bhag Mal in which I could be able to express my heartfelt feelings about him.
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Dr Bhag Mal: As Seen by My Prism

At the outset, I extend my best wishes to Dr Bhag Mal on completing a journey of his life 
over 80 years. 

I personally know him for the last 25 years when he was Project Coordinator, AICRP 
on underutilised crops and also have frequent interaction as Secretary, Trust for Advancement 
of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS). He has been a bright student throughout his academic career 
and contributed exceedingly well to scientific pursuit such as developed 6 forage crop varieties, 
contributed towards development and release of many varieties of underutilized crops and also 
PGR management. 

As research manager, he has contributed significantly as National Project Coordinator 
(Underutilized Crops); Director, ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute; Assistant 
Director General (Seeds) and Assistant Director General (Food and Fodder Crops) at national 
level and South Asia Coordinator, Bioversity International (now Alliance of BI and CIAT), South 
Asia Office, New Delhi at International level. He was instrumental in the implementation and 
coordination of important international projects such as Indo-USAID PGR Project, Indo-UK 
Forage, Indo-Australian Project, ADB Tropical Fruits in 10 countries, ACIAR funded Project on 
Conservation of Tropical Fruit Species Germplasm in five countries, IFAD-NUS Project on Small 
millets, etc. 

While working with him, I have found Dr Bhag Mal very cool and composed personality. He 
was/ is always ready to help as when as requested. He maintains very good relationship with his 
subordinates and mentor them to perform their the best. 

I wish Dr Bhag Mal peaceful, joys and healthy life ahead. 

Jai C Rana
Country Representative,  
The Alliance of Bioversity International and CIAT, India 
G1 B Block, NASC Complex, DPS Marg, New Delhi 110012 

Res.: EA 125, Inderpuri, New Delhi 110012

Mob.: +91-9540534697, 9418104185; Email: j.rana@cgiar.org, 
ranajc2003@yahoo.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Man of Compassion and Benevolence

I had sweet and most pleasant opportunity to be in association with Dr Bhag Mal Ji at 
the ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI) for a very long period 
(1969 -1987). Besides the respective research program, we worked together in a team 

constituted by the Director, ICAR-IGFRI for accomplishment of various important tasks viz., 
planning, layout and development of research farm; augmentation of surface and ground 
water resources; designing, layout, construction and networking of farm irrigation system; 
face-lifting of IGFRI campus; conceptualization, need based development and installation of 
research and development infrastructure at the farm and in laboratories; architecture diploma 
and short training courses in ‘Forage Production and Utilization’; organizing seminars, symposia, 
conferences, exhibitions, institute outreach program in and out of institute; operationalization 
of UNDP Project on Forages; constitution of institute Grievance Cell; organizing ICAR 
games and Bharat Darshan programs, founding employees cooperative society and  
recreation club, etc. 

My observations and learning from his abilities and capabilities 

I found him ever cheerful with smiling face, active, self-disciplined, creative, an initiator, persistent, 
knowledge resourceful, insightful, productive, tireless worker, industrious, problem-solution 
analyst, activity controller, task manager, valuable contributor to science and technology, honest, 
friendly to all, responsibility reliable, talented, loyal to science and department, broad-minded, 
magnanimously trainer as well as a great inspiring figure for one and all. His shared success is 
always staying in our minds and heart. Dr Bhag Mal assisted me in inferencing experimental 
results and putting them in order during my PhD thesis writing. Still now, our the then team 
members, whenever get a chance of meeting together never forget to loud on learnings from Dr 
Bhag Mal about research / activity concept generation, concept detailing, its physical meaning 
and need, molding public curiosity, self-questioning, critical thinking, confidence building and 
colleagues motivation for reaching to results. 

Academic Distinctions and Professional Research Attainments 

At college level, he earned several academic distinctions and contributed significantly towards 
research management in various capacities (Head, Division of Plant Improvement, ICAR-IGFRI, 

Jai Singh
Former Director,  
ICAR-Central Institute of Post-Harvest Engineering (CIPHET), 
Ludhiana 141004 (Punjab)

Res.: H. No. 5/2661, Radha Vihar Colony, Post- Gopal Nagar, 
Saharanpur 247001 (Uttar Pradesh)

Mob.: +91- 8958463808; Email: jsingh.sre@gmail.com
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Jhansi; National Coordinator (Underutilized Crops), ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi; Assistant Director 
General (Food & Fodder), ICAR, New Delhi; Assistant Director General (Seeds), ICAR, New 
Delhi; Director, ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI), Jhansi; South 
Asia Coordinator, Biodiversity International (now Alliance of BI and CIAT), South Asia Office, 
New Delhi and so on. He owned significant scientific achievements and at ICAR-IGFRI, he 
developed 6 forage crop varieties in oats (IGFRI-2688, IGFRI-3021, JHO-810), Dinanath grass 
(Bundel-1, Bundel-2), and anjan grass (IGFRI-3108) and architected ‘Diploma Course’ and 
‘Short-term Training Courses in Forage Production and Utilization’. Dr Bhag Mal held prestigious 
position in professional societies and won several National and International honours and  
recognitions. 

My wife joins me to congratulate Dr Bhag Mal, his wife and family for his most successful 
long-life journey of 80 years. We wish him a continued healthy, happy and prosperous life. 
Based on my experience living with Dr Bhag Mal as a professional colleague and a family 
friend, I put below his unique qualities as : three-dimensional creativeness, deep thinker- what, 
why, when, how, for whom; inspiring and motivation to colleagues;and intelligence-problem, 
solution analyst. 
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Dr Bhag Mal : A Gentle Giant

Heartiest congratulations Dr Bhag Mal on your 80th Birthday as you have touched 
so many lives, shared so much of wisdom and impacts of your life-long work is 
commendable. You have made exceptional help in establishing National Gene 

Bank at the ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR), New Delhi; supporting 
diversified agriculture to improving the availability of food, strengthening agricultural knowledge 
and information systems, promoting climate-smart agriculture and catalysing national and 
international cooperation in achieving sustainable agricultural development. 

Your leadership and contributions to agriculture have benefited farmers in India and around 
the globe in improving their livelihoods, quality of life and have significantly helped in reducing 
human hunger and malnutrition.

It is time to celebrate the very special person you are. It is my pleasure to felicitate you on this 
special day and wishing you all the happiness you deserve. 

Jitendra P Srivastava
Former Lead Agriculturist, The World Bank, Washington, DC

Former, Program Leader & Deputy Director General, ICARDA

Former, Professor and Wheat Breeder, GBPUA&T,  
Pantnagar (Uttarakhand) 

Tel +1 301 229 1419, Mob.: +1 240 603 1293;  
Email: jitendras573@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal – An Endearing Personality

It’s been a pleasure for me to have known Dr Bhag Mal for the last several years. He is 
an endearing, accomplished personality with excellent virtues. I consider myself fortunate 
to have interacted with him on various occasions. He always makes you feel friendly, 

comfortable and so special.

I find Dr Bhag Mal as a silent worker, possessing deep knowledge on various aspects of science 
and always deeply engrossed in preparing scientific documents, particularly for the benefit of 
the policy planners. He has eminently disseminated vast knowledge and experience through his 
writings from time to time covering a wide range of subjects. With his enthusiastic and energetic 
disposition, he adds great value to any document that he becomes involved in. Dr Bhag Mal feels 
at ease both in the supportive role as well as leadership role.

People tend to retire by 60-65 but Dr Bhag Mal has more energy even at 80 than most of us. 
We feel so proud of him. I personally wish him all good health, and wish we continue gaining 
from his pleasing persona for a long time.

KC Bansal
Secretary,  
National Academy of Agricultural Sciences (NAAS), and 
Former Director,  
National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (ICAR), New Delhi 110012

Res.: A81, Carlton Estate 4, DLF Phase 5, Sector 53,  
Gurugram 122001 (Haryana)

Mob.: +91-9999105667; Email: kcbansal27@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: Soft Boss and Sparkling Scientist

I was fortunate to know about Dr Bhag Mal after I joined ICAR-NBPGR, Regional Station, 
Hyderabad in 1986. I found Dr Bhag Mal as the most soft-spoken person, highly 
amicable and knowledgeable particularly in the field of plant genetic resources. He is 

very approachable to youngsters and nurtured several young scientists during his leadership 
assignments nationally and internationally. I am fortunate to have his advice on several occasions 
and they were very practical and forward looking. I had once an opportunity to participate in a 
session chaired by him in a conference. I just took a draft to him for his sessions on proceedings 
of the session. I was amazed to see his drafting ability with clarity of expression with focus on 
action points. Was fortunate to have his guidance since then and I am immensely benefited by 
his guidance. 

Dr Bhag Mal’s contribution as a leader and as a plant breeder was immense when he was the 
National Coordinator of AICRP on Underutilized crops. His contributions to this group of crops 
now widely called as ‘Future Crops’ or ‘Potential Crops’ is very significant and gained prominence 
in the recent past in the context of agro-ecological or sustainable or regenerative agriculture. 
Such was his vision several decades ago to this important group of crops. 

Dr BhagMal’s research leadership contribution to ICAR is very significant, which elevated him 
to various senior positions at national and international level. Contributions of Dr Bhag Mal to 
one of the largest projects, the Indo-USAID project on Plant Genetic Resources under the able 
leadership of Dr RS Paroda triggered various developments in the field of PGR and elevated the 
position of India to a global leader. Dr Bhag Mal inspired me to the core while he was working 
as South Asia Coordinator, Bioversity International, Rome. I am also impressed to see the 
roadmap with strong foundation was developed by Dr Bhag Mal as Interim Executive Secretary 
and Senior Consultant, APAARI, Bangkok. Dr Bhag Mal is immensely contributing currently as 
Trustee and Secretary, Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS), New Delhi. 

Dr Bhag Mal is an able administrator, an approachable leader nurturing youngster, an 
extraordinary communicator and a visionary who contributed to the Indian and International 
agriculture in general and PGR in particular.

I am extremely happy and thankful to TAAS for giving me this opportunity of participating 
celebration of Dr Bhag Mal’s 80th Birth Day. We all wish him happiness and health and continue 
to contribute to the domain of global agriculture.

KS Varaprasad
Former Director,  
ICAR-Indian Institute of Oilseeds Research (IIOR),  
Hyderabad 500030 (Telangana)

Mob.: +91- 9866013146; Email: prasadksv@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal Ji, the Great Agricultural Scientist !!

Birthdays are one of the most significant celebrations in one’s life and the celebration of 
80th birthday is yet much more a very special occasion in life. While we celebrate 80th 
birthday of the Most Reverend Professor (Dr) Bhag Mal ji, we pray the Angles to shower 

upon him various sorts of good wishes and all the blessings from the God. 

We bow and thank the Almighty, for having blessed the family, relatives and friends of Prof Dr 
BhagMal for providing them a noble son of God as a great mentor, distinguished guide, caring 
patron, strong protector, exemplary role-model and a sturdy umbrella providing shelter during 
the hardest moments. He is always a smiling, cheerful, bubbling with golden heart and sweetest 
words, not only for family but all the people in his proximity.

Very few people have the luck, as we are blessed with, of having in Dr Bhag Mal, a strong supporter, 
ardent motivator encouraging guide, protecting mentor, an emulative role model, compassioned 
educator and a pursuable leader.

His distinguished brilliance, devoted teaching, guiding research to hundreds of agricultural 
scientists in India and abroad, has brought golden laurels to motherland, in fabulous quantitative 
and qualitative encomiums. The country is proudly enriched by his inborn talent and academic 
leadership. His dedicated contribution to the Green Revolution will remain engraved in golden 
words in the history of the agricultural world.

May the light of his enlightened guidance and wisdom, illuminate the green-fields in the country 
and the world at large.

May I conclude by saying:

gtkjksa lky ujfxl viuh csuwjh is jksrh gS] cM+h eqf'dy esa gksrk gS peu esa nhnkoj iSnk!!

Amen!

Khem Singh Bhati
(A Neighbour)

Advocate,  
Supreme Court of India, New Delhi

Res.: Ganpati Apartments, Sector 9, Dwarka, New Delhi 110075

Mob.: +91- 9313331684
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Dr Bhag Mal: As I Know

It’s very difficult to summarize the personality of a fascinating, inspiring, cool, systematic 
and committed eighty years young person in words. Dr Bhag Mal has been a guiding force 
for me over past 2 decades. I recall my first interaction with Dr Bhag Mal almost 2 decades 

back when he was head of Bioversity international (formerly, International Plant Genetic Resources 
Institute). Thanks to Dr SK Sharma, the then Director of Project Directorate for Cropping Systems 
Research (currently Indian Institute of Farming Systems Research) who is a close friend of Dr Bhag 
Mal and my Director at that time who took me along to introduce Dr Bhag Mal. On that very 
first day, I felt very inspired with full of new energy by his nature, human touch, dedication, and 
motivation to young researchers like me. 

Over past one decade, I have been fortunate to work closely with Dr Bhag Mal for various 
international and national programs organized by Asia-Pacific Association of Agricultural Research 
Institutions (APAARI) and the Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) in association 
with ICAR, CGIAR, Governments, private sector, farmers, and other organizations.

With him, it has always been 
a great learning experience all 
across. For me, he has been a great 
mentor for both professional and 
personal front. 

Though he has turned 80 but 
still works like a 30-year young 
scientist which is an inspiration 
of thousands of youths. My wife 
Bindu Choudhary joins me in 
praying to Almighty God for his 
long, happy and healthy life. 

ML Jat
Principal Scientist/Systems Agronomist, Regional Strategy Leader 
Sustainable Agri-Food Systems (SAS) Program, Resilient Agri-Food Systems Action 
Area of One CGIAR
International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT)
South Asia Regional Office (SARO), National Plant Breeding and Genetics Centre, 
NARC Research Station, Khumaltor, Lalitpur, PO Box 5186, Kathmandu, Nepal

Ph.: +977-1-5525490, Mob. (Nepal): +977-9851234037, Mob. (India):  
+91 9999108787; Email: m.jat@cgiar.org, skype: cimmyt1231 Nepal office
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Bhag Mal: My Personal Reflection

G  rassland and fodder research has traditionally been associated with a sustainable livestock 
production in the country. It is in this context that I have had my first interaction with Dr 
Bhag Mal.

It gives me great pleasure to be writing today about Dr Bhag Mal whom I have known now for the 
past several decades. The research institute at Jhansi used to come under the domain of Animal 
Sciences at the Indian Council of Agriculture Research headquarters in New Delhi. There were 
several occasions when the fodder situation in the country particularly with respect to our drylands 
would be discussed across the table. It was always found that Dr Bhag Mal was not only aware of 
the situation on ground but had a grasp of the problems and understood challenges which the 
livestock population in the country faced in terms of feed and fodder availability. Ever since those 
initial meetings I could understand his sincerity in approach,the dedication to the subject and a 
clear vision of what needs to be done very much enshrined in Dr Bhag Mal. As a plant breeder, 
he immensely contributed towards agricultural research and development and besides developing 
over a dozen varieties of forage crops and identifying underutilised crops for fodder, he successfully 
managed and coordinated several training programs and international projects. As a researcher, 
he has been prolific in publications including several strategy papers and book chapters.

Ensuring availability of adequate forages, both in terms of quantity and quality, remains to be 
the primary concern of Dr Bhag Mal for increasing the productivity of livestock economically. At 
the same time, he addressed himself to the need of the country for enhancing the availability of 
green forages either by increasing the area under cultivation or by better utilisation of the already 
available forage resources. Over the years, he developed an excellent grasp of fodder situation in 
the country and it was his intimate understanding of the problem that we subsequently under 
the TAAS could develop a detailed document on land use planning in the country. 

Dr Bhag Mal has taken up several National and International leadership roles and worked as 
ADG (Food & Fodder crops) and National Coordinator at ICAR New Delhi. As its Trustee and 
Secretary of Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Science (TAAS) New Delhi, we have often 
interacted on various technical issues concerning national and international perspectives of 
Indian agriculture. He has also provided leadership as President to several scientific societies. 
Through my association with TAAS in recent years, I have always found Dr Bhag Mal as a very 
sincere, dedicated, well-informed and hard-working gentleman and would always crave to have 
his association for the support he provides and for the qualities of his head and heart. I wish all 
health and prosperity for him to carry on with the excellent mission he has at hand.

ML Madan
Former Vice Chancellor,  
DUVASU, Mathura (Uttar Pradesh)

Res.: ‘Anugrah’, Madan Lodge, House No 842/6,  
Urban Estate, Karnal 132001 (Haryana)

Mob.: +91- 9896017878; Email: mlmadan@hotmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Humble and Disciplined Friend

It has been a great pleasure and privilege for me to extend felicitations to Dr Bhag Mal that 
the “Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Science (TAAS)” is bringing out a publication 
entitled “Bhagmal@80- TAAS celebrates 80th birthday of Dr Bhag Mal” on this occasion.

Dr Bhag Mal, currently associated as Secretary, TAAS, is well renowned scientist with specialisation 
in genetics, plant breeding and research management and coordination. Soon after completing 
his PhD (1985), he served several institutions in various capacities notably Head, Division of Crop 
Improvement at the ICAR-IGFRI (1986-87); ADG (Seeds) in the ICAR, New Delhi; and National 
Coordinator, AICRP on Potential Crops and ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi (1987-95); Director, IGFRI (1996-
98); South Asia Coordinator Biodiversity International Sub-Regional Office for South Asia, New Delhi 
(1998-2007) and Global Focus Person for Tropical Fruits, Biodiversity International (IPGRI) 2000-06.

I have known Dr Bhag Mal for more than three decades, but came in close association of 
working together only recently when Dr Bhag Mal was nominated as one of the six member 

MP Pandey
Former Vice Chancellor,  
IGKV, Raipur (Chhattisgarh) &  
BAU, Ranchi (Jharkhand) 

Res.: 2/38, Vinamra Khand, Gomti Nagar,  
Lucknow 226022 (Uttar Pradesh)

Mob.: +91- 9956901946; Email: matappandey@gmail.com

Dr Bhag Mal along with Dr MP Pandey with QRT Team at ICAR-NBPGR Regional Station, Jodhpur



A Commemorative Book58

Field visit of QRT Team

Dr MP Pandey greeting Dr Bhag Mal with shawl

experts (PGR) group for the Quinquennial Review Team (QRT) constituted by the Secretary, DARE 
and DG, ICAR, for one of its major Research Institutes (ICAR-NBPGR) and All India Coordinated 
Network Project on Potential Crops (AIRNPC) with 14 SAU centres, six cooperating centres of 
ICAR- NBPGR Regional Stations covering research activities on 17 plant species. Since I was 
nominated Chairman of both these QRTs, we had ample opportunity to meet and travel together 
to several Regional Centres/Stations across country, hold discussion meetings, interacting with 
scientists at centres, visiting field experiments and labs and reviewing research reports of past 5 
years (2013-18) and finalising research activities in holistic manner for next 5 years.

I hold Dr Bhag Mal in very high esteem. He 
makes a good team member because of 
highly co-operative friendly attitude with each 
member helping in finalisation of both the 
reports. His vast experience and knowledge 
of PGR and AICRPs helped contribute some 
very constructive suggestions that have been 
incorporated in final report submitted to ICAR. 

I wish to commemorate Dr Bhag Mal’s long-
standing contribution to science & technology, 
international co-operation, and his efforts to 
heralding a sustainable paradigm. Along with 
many admirers, I too wish him good health and 
a great sense of fulfilment in his endeavours in 
the years ahead. 
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An Outstanding Researcher and Science Manager

As a plant breeder, Dr Bhag Mal has immensely contributed for agricultural research 
and development. He is credited for developing six varieties of forage crops and 10 
varieties of underutilized crops. He successfully managed and coordinated several 

training programs and international projects including Indo-UK project on Forage Crops, Indo-
US Project on Plant Genetic Resources, ADB funded project on Tropical Fruits and IFAD funded 
project on Neglected and Underutilized Species), and has more than 150 publications including 
research papers, strategy papers, and books. Dr Bhag Mal has served as President, Indian Society 
of Plant Genetic Resources, NBPGR, New Delhi; Vice President Society of Genetics and Plant 
Breeding, IARI, New Delhi. He is the recipient of several awards and honours for his excellent 
professional services. He has the distinction to be the recipient of Chancellor’s Medal for being 
one of the two best students of Agra University, Agra in BSc (Ag.) in the year 1962. 

Dr Bhag Mal is currently Trustee and Secretary, Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences 
(TAAS), New Delhi. He has held several important positions, namely, South Asia Coordinator, 
Bioversity International, Rome; Director, ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi; ADG (Seeds) and ADG (Food and 
Fodder Crops), ICAR, New Delhi; Interim Executive Secretary and Senior Consultant, APAARI, 
Bangkok; and National Project Coordinator, All India Coordinated Research Project on 
Underutilized Crops, ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi. 

It is gratifying to know that the TAAS is bringing a publication on Dr Bhag Mal on the eve of his 
80th Birthday. My first interaction with Dr Bhag Mal was around 2011-12 when I used to come 
to the TAAS office at IARI, Pusa Campus in Delhi to meet Dr RS Paroda in connection with the 
work of Haryana Farmers’ Commission as Consultant in Animal Sciences and Fisheries. Dr Paroda 
was the Chairman of this commission. During these visits, I found the opportunity to meet and 
interact with Dr Bhag Mal in his chamber. I found him very gentle, simple, polite, affectionate, 
helping, hard-working, knowledgeable and intelligent person. During the Covid-19 pandemic, 
he showed internal strength and exemplary courage to come out from the disease safely along 
with family members on the strength of firm determination and faith in modern science and 
destiny.

On this occasion I wish Dr Bhag Mal a very healthy, happy and fruitful long life so as to serve the 
farmers and society at large.

MP Yadav
Former Vice Chancellor,  
SVBUA&T, Modipuram, Meerut 250110 (Uttar Pradesh)

Res,: 12C, Tower 7, Central Park II, Bellevue, Sector 48,  
Sohna Road, Gurugram 122018 (Haryana)

Mob.: +91- 9810820093, 8920750043; Email: yadav_mp@hotmail.com
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A Forage Scientist of the Core

As all of us know that we are celebrating 80th birthday of our beloved Dr Bhag Mal. On 
this occasion, I want to share some of my memories with my dearest friend Dr Bhag 
Mal.

I have known Dr Bhag Mal since our student life and we both started our career simultaneously. 
Dr Bhag Mal is academically very sound and a Gold Medalist in our batch in Agra University, Agra. 
He helped me a lot in my MSc (Agri. Botany) thesis writing..

We both worked together at Jodhpur Station of Plant Introduction Division of ICAR-IARI (now 
ICAR-NBPGR), where he was Senior Research Assistant and I was Research Assistant. After two 
years, he left Jodhpur and joined as Assistant Plant Improvement Officer at the ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi 
and subsequently also promoted to the post of Senior Research Assistant at IGFRI, Jhansi. We 
worked together for long time at Jhansi from 1969 to 1980 as Scientist S1, S2, S3 and he was my 
senior all through. We stayed at the IGFRI residential campus and every day after our office hours, 
we four close friends Dr Jai Singh, Dr Amar Singh, Dr Bhag Mal and myself used to spend time 
together up to late evenings and discussing about our research work and also sharing general 
family well-beings. We used to attend each other’s family functions and this is continued even 
now, though we are now at distant locations.

We both have emotional and familiar attachments together from many years. I remember an 
incident that shows his complete dedication towards his work. Once we were doing planting of 
grasses in the field, suddenly it started raining. I told him to complete the planting next morning 
but he replied that this is the right time to finish the planting and we both finished our work 
while it was still raining. I am very much blessed to have such a nice, polite and gentle friend in 
my life who always held my hands in tough times. He is a man of very cool and calm mind and 
he has good command in research work as a scientist. He is an excellent advisor and inspires 
everyone. I feel myself very fortunate person as Dr Bhag Mal is a precious and priceless gift of 
my life. 

I pray God for his long, healthy, peaceful and happy life for many more years. May God bless him 
always.

MS Yadav
Former Principal Scientist,  
ICAR-Central Arid Zone Research Institute (CAZRI),  
Jodhpur 342003 (Rajasthan)

Res.: 32, Subhash Nagar, Pali Road, Jodhpur (Rajasthan)

Mob.: +91- 9602426197; Email: yadavalka104@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Man of Team Efforts

I have known Dr Bhag Mal since 1999 when I first joined the International Plant Genetic 
Resources Institute (now Bioversity International). Dr Bhag Mal has been a key player in 
supporting the conservation and use of plant genetic resources in India and beyond in 

South Asia and globally. 

In the capacity of South Asia Coordinator, he has been especially active in supporting national 
programs in six countries such as Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Maldives. He 
also very successfully and ably piloted the prestigious Asian Development Bank (ADB) funded 
Project on Tropical Fruits in 10 Asian countries, namely, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, China, Vietnam, Philippines and Thailand for six years. 

He had also been actively involved in the IFAD funded Project on Neglected and Underutilized 
Species (NUS) and had been intensively engaged in promoting the conservation and use of NUS 
in the Asia region. I was impressed with his simple and hard-working nature with a good team 
spirit. I found him very well-behaved, punctual, humble, soft-spoken, strongly committed and 
dedicated with good coordination and leadership qualities which led to successful completion 
of the projects and other assignments given to him. 

I take this opportunity to congratulate him on his 80th birthday and wish him all happiness, peace, 
good health and long life so that he continues serving the Society and Science and the PGR 
community globally. 

M Ehsan Dullu
Team Leader, Principal Scientist, Agrobiodiversity Production System 
Team, Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture Lever, 
Alliance of Bioversity International and CIAT 
Africa – Mauritius

Res.: 42, Swami Sivananda Street, Rose-Hill, Mauritius

Tel.: +230-489 3080, (+230) 59360444; Email: e.dullu@cgiar.org 
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My Memorable Interaction and Association with Dr Bhag Mal

I t gives me immense pleasure to know that the Trust for Advancement of Agricultural 
Sciences (TAAS) is going to commemorate Dr Bhag Mal’s 80th Birthday by bringing out a 
publication entitled “Bhagmal@80-TAAS Celebrates 80th Birthday of Dr Bhag Mal”. 

It has even more significance because this is being arranged under the able direction of TAAS 
Chairman, Padma Bhushan Dr RS Paroda Jee (Former Secretary, DARE & DG, ICAR).

I have had an association with Dr Bhag Mal for more than 5 decades. As a human being, he is 
very humble and simple, easily approachable and ever ready to help others.

Born in a farmer’s family, Dr Bhag Mal has successfully travelled a long journey to make a great 
contribution to Indian Agriculture as an eminent scientist and an able administrator at various 
positions in the ICAR and elsewhere.

He is the recipient of prestigious award, Dr Harbhajan Singh Award. He is a Fellow of a number of 
scientific societies. He is in reality a genius person.

I wish him a long pleasant healthy life.

Mahendra Singh
Former Head,  
Germplasm Evaluation Division,  
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR),  
New Delhi 110012

Mob.: 9466248996; email: drmahendra.si45@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Memoir

I met Dr Bhag Mal in1976 when I joined ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research 
Institute, Jhansi in 1976. We worked together till 1982, shared our views and thoughts 
on various scientific matters as well as social values and responsibilities. I have been in 

constant touch with him till date and interacting in different scientific meetings. I also worked 
with him in QRT meeting of All India Coordinated Network Project on Under-utilized Crops. 

I found him a very generous, humble, friendly and an innovative scientist with high dignity and 
moral values.

I wish Dr Bhag Mal a very peaceful, healthy and long life.

Masood Ali
Former Director,  
ICAR-Indian Institute of Pulses Research (IIPR),  
Kanpur (Uttar Pradesh)

Res, Flat no 305, Ratan Presidency-2, Parvati Bagla Road, Tilak Nagar, 
Kanpur 208002 (Uttar Pradesh)

Mob.: +91-9450344220; 9956794097; Email: masoodali53@rediffmail.com
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Menhi Lal

Dr Bhag Mal represents ‘All in One’

M y heartiest congratulations to Dr Bhag Mal on his 80th Birthday on 1st April 2022 It 
is my great pleasure to express that my association with Dr Bhag Mal, a renowned 
Agricultural Scientist goes back to 1st April 1977, coinciding with his 35th Birthday 

when I joined ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI), Jhansi as Senior 
Scientist where Dr Bhag Mal was already holding Senior position. I found Dr Bhag Mal, a very 
competent plant breeder, able teacher and congenial supervisor. During our long stay at the 
IGFRI, Jhansi as Heads of respective Divisions, our working together further intensified. With Dr 
Bhag Mal as Chairman of several managerial, technical and administrative committees and l as 
a Member therein, I observed 3 Vs characteristics in Dr Bhag Mal i.e., V1- He has vision, V2- He 
is vibrant, and V3- He is visible.

With an excellent academic record throughout, I always found Dr Bhag Mal a very hard-working 
scientist with a fine memory and a good capacity to grasp and reproduce knowledge quickly. 
He is an energetic, enthusiastic and honest researcher. All these led Dr Bhag Mal to occupy 
prestigious positions in different ICAR Institutes and finally the top position of Director, ICAR-
IGFRI Jhansi. During his tenure as Director, IGFRI attained new heights in research, training and 
outreach programs. Recognizing his outstanding achievements and significant contributions 
during service career in the ICAR, he has been picked up as South Asia Coordinator of Bioversity 
International (then International Plant Genetic Resource Institute (IPGRI) at the South Asia 
Office, New Delhi where he served for nine years. Later after retirement, he served there as 
Hon. Research Fellow for about four years. In these years, Dr Bhag Mal had been coordinating, 
monitoring, documenting, reporting and presenting effectively at national and global fora the 
outcome of several gigantic projects which were being implemented under his able leadership. 

On the more personal side, I must say that it has indeed been a great pleasure to be associated 
with Dr Bhag Mal, both at work and socially. His has a pleasant personality; his courtesy and his 
ready smile are all very much appreciated. We hear about One in One, Two in One and Three in 
One but Dr Bhag Mal represents ‘All in One’.

I sincerely wish Dr Bhag Mal a long, healthy, wealthy and happy life with family.

Former Principal Scientist & Head, 
Division of Crop Production, 
ICAR- Indian Institute of Sugarcane Research, 
Lucknow 226002 (Uttar Pradesh) 

Res.: 8/505, Sector 8, Indira Nagar, Lucknow 226016 (Uttar Pradesh)

Ph +91 9450355392; Email: drmenhilal@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal, A Much-valued Colleague and Great Friend

It is a matter of great delight for me to join in the felicitation of Dr Bhag Mal at the 
occasion of his 80th birthday. He has been a much-valued colleague and a great friend 
for past several years. Although he graduated in the field of agriculture from the same 

institution as I, we did not have personal acquaintance till he started serving the Indian Council 
of Agricultural Research (ICAR) in the 1980s and I was working at the International Center for 
Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA), where I started expanding its collaboration with 
research partners in India.

His contributions in the field of research on genetic resources and improvement of forage crops, 
and underutilized legumes and other neglected crops drew me closer to him, as this work had 
great relevance to some of the research that was being done at the ICARDA, in the West Asia, 
North Africa and the Central Asia and the Caucasus (CWANA) region and for which I had the 
responsibility to provide administrative leadership. 

The excellence of his research and administrative capabilities, at the the ICAR-National Bureau 
of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR), New Delhi, and the ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder 
Research Institute (IGFRI), Jhansi led him to step into international agricultural research system 
under the auspices of Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). 
Thus, he was invited to lead the South Asia Program of the Bioversity International (formerly, 
International Plant Genetic Resources Institute, IPGRI), as its Coordinator in the Sub-regional 
Office for South Asia, New Delhi. This he did with great competence and, in addition, he played 
the crucial role as the Global Focal Person for Tropical Fruits, of this CGIAR Center. He also 
provided great technical support to Asia-Pacific Association of Agricultural Research Institutions 
(APAARI), as a Senior Consultant, for several years and contributed to global dissemination of 
information through publication of outcome of scientific meetings and consultations organized 
by the APAARI in different member countries in the region.

I have seen, with great admiration, the services he has rendered to the Trust for Advancement 
of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS), first as a senior consultant and now as its Secretary. It is 
also his work in the TAAS that has provided me the opportunity to gain better knowledge 
of his commitment and dedication to the promotion of agricultural sciences. In spite of the 
disruptions created by the COVID 19 pandemic in the period of last three years, the TAAS has 

Mohan C Saxena
Former Assistant Director General, ICARDA, Aleppo, Syria

Executive Secretary,  
International Dryland Development Commission (IDDC)

Res.: A-22/7, DLF City, Phase I, Gurugram 122002 (Haryana)

Tel.: +91-0124-4105071; Mob.: +91-9560855894;  
E-mail: m.saxena@cgiar.org; mohan.saxena@yahoo.com
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continued its various scientific deliberations and has been able to publish and distribute a 
series of information-rich publications for the benefit of scientists and policy makers on topics 
of national, regional and global importance. Much of the credit should go to Dr Bhag Mal for 
making this possible. 

The outstanding capability of Dr Bhag Mal as a planner and organizer of scientific deliberations 
became evident to me when we had planning sessions at the TAAS, in 2018, for the 13th 
International Conference on Dryland Development (ICDD), to be conducted in Feb 2019, at 
the Central Arid Zone Research Institute (CAZRI), Jodhpur, jointly by the International Dryland 
Development Commission (IDDC), Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and TAAS. 

As a life member of the TAAS, I feel much indebted to Dr Bhag Mal for his extraordinary 
commitment to the promotion of the objectives of the TAAS. May the Almighty grant him many 
more years of good health and bless him with strength to continue carrying out successfully his 
work in the advancement of agricultural sciences in the coming years.
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Dr Bhag Mal-Great Scientist, Able Administrator, Trusted Colleague, 
Friend, and Exceptional Human Being

I know Dr Bhag Mal for more than 25 years since I have joined ICAR Hqrs in 1994 as 
ADG (ESM/Policy/PIM). He is the most accomplished fellow with distinguished service 
in various capacities as ADG (Seeds; Food and Fodder Crops), Director of an important 

ICAR institute (ICAR-IGFRI), National Coordinator (AICRP), managed/coordinated several 
national, international projects and training programs, published extensively in high impact 
journals, served as Interim Executive Secretary, APAARI, served as Member/Chair of several 
national/international committees/meetings, Senior consultant APAARI, South Asia Coordinator 
(Biodiversity International), and presently serving as Trustee and Secretary, TAAS, New Delhi.

Though I had the pleasure and privilege to work/in touch with him for all these years to take his 
suggestions/advise/comments on several policy related advisories, but I would like to mention a 
few specifically where his guidance, suggestions, support was extraordinary and helped me in 
proper planning and producing quality output much to the appreciation of senior policy makers/
executives nationally and globally.

During 1994, he was a part of a Committee of ADGs constituted by ICAR under the leadership 
of Dr Paroda, Secretary DARE and DG, ICAR which I coordinated as ADG (Policy) to draft a Vision 
2020 for ICAR like ongoing efforts in drafting such vision documents for all the ICAR institutions 
in ICAR. The inputs DrBhag Mal gave proactively to draft the document I still remember as 
landmark ideas/suggestions to shape it well. This I say after getting appreciation on the shared 
draft from colleagues across ICAR institutions in regional meetings.

In 2011, IFPRI partnered with APAARI to conduct series of policy dialogues on the prioritization of 
demand driven agricultural research for development in South Asia. Dialogues were conducted in 
Bangladesh, India and Nepal in mid- 2012 and the country reports were prepared. The guidance 
support and suggestions given by Dr Paroda, Dr Bhag Mal who were engaged in the entire 
process including finalizing the India Report were marvellous and will be ever remembered. The 
insights from Dr PK Joshi, Dr David Spielman and Dr Mark Rosegrant of IFPRI were also very useful.

APAARI during 2015 decided to draft Vision 2030 following a well-structured process of review, 
e-consultation and brain-storming developed a corporate document APAARI Vision 2030 to 

Mruthyunjaya
Former National Director,  
National Agricultural Innovation Project (World Bank),  
G-502, NCC Urban, Meadows 2, Doddaballapur Road,  
Bengaluru 560064 (Karnataka)

Mob.: +91-7899802241; Email: mruthyunjaya@gmail.com
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provide a new key guide for APAARI, its secretariat and partners to strengthen agri-food research 
and innovation systems for SAD in Asia and the Pacific. I was hired as a Lead Resource Person with 
the support of Dr PK Joshi, IFPRI New Delhi. The guidance, support, coordination extended by 
Dr RD Ghodake, Executive Secretary, Dr RS Paroda, Chairman TAAS, Dr Bhag Mal, Sr Consultant, 
APAARI, Dr PK Joshi, IFPRI New Delhi, in completion of the task was exemplary and I will never, 
ever forget.

APAARI organized a High-Level Policy Dialogue on Investment in Agricultural Research for 
Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific to promote Agricultural Research and innovation 
for sustainable development through appropriate policies, strategies and actions. Sixty-three 
Senior officials from over 20 countries in the Asia-Pacific region participated in the dialogue during 
8-9 December in Bangkok, Thailand in 2015. In the dialogue, I presented a paper on “Innovative 
Funding Mechanisms of Public Sector -The Case of NAIP, of ICAR, India”. The role played by Dr 
Bhag Mal in planning, organizing, coordinating and concluding the Dialogue was well appreciated 
and he was responsible for its great success.

These are only the samples of specific events among innumerable others in his long-distinguished 
service period where I actively associated and witnessed his exceptional planning skills, 
meticulous organizing and coordinating ability always aiming at the highest accountability for 
outstanding outcome from anything where he spends time and efforts. Besides his enviable 
skills, his personal qualities, pleasing manners are highly appealing/infectious and will impress 
everyone like a magnet. 

Overall, I must say that I am completely bowled by his impeccable personality, humility. I am a 
fan of him and his professional abilities and personal qualities. To me he is a “KARMAYOGI” and 
he strongly believes in “KAYAKAVE KAILASA” (Work is worship). 

I wish him and his family many more years of healthy, happy and most productive life. 
Shatamanambhavati!
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A Born Scientist with Great Vision

I congratulate Dr Bhag Mal, Secretary, Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences 
(TAAS) and Former Director, ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI), 
Jhansi on joining the club of octogenarians. Though I knew Dr Bhag Mal for a pretty 

long time, however, I came in his close contact during my stay at the ICAR as DDG (Agricultural 
Engineering and Agricultural Education).During this memorable period, I had copious occasions 
of meeting him. 

I was highly impressed with his exceptional studious and managerial qualities. He has worked 
with strenuousness alongside Dr RS Paroda, Chairman, TAAS and Former Secretary (DARE) & 
Director-General (ICAR), Govt. of India in implementing strategies of the trust as a ‘Think Tank’ 
to bolster up agricultural research and innovation for development.

He has always stood firmly behind Dr Paroda in organizing workshops, conferences, 
brainstorming sessions, policy dialogues, seminars and special lectures on emerging issues and 
new developments in agricultural sciences. Development of a number of classy publications 
by the TAAS would not have been possible without critical input of Dr Bhag Mal. The overseas 
partnerships developed by the TAAS over the years, is the outcome of his shrewd and nimble 
support to the Chairman.

On attaining the age of eighty, I wish that Dr Bhag Mal enjoys sound health for number of years 
to come so we continue to get the benefit of his vast experience and that he serves the fraternity 
for a long time.

Narendra Singh Rathore
Vice Chancellor,  
Maharana Pratap University of Agriculture and Technology,  
Udaipur 313001 (Rajasthan)

Mob.: +91-9414166961; Email: vc_mpuat@yahoo.co.in
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My Impressions about Dr Bhag Mal

I have known Dr Bhag Mal ji from the year 1976 when he joined at the ICAR-Indian Grassland 
and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI), Jhansi as Senior Plant Breeder (Grasses) and since then 
I was in close contact and associated with him in various activities in the Division of Plant 

Improvement. I was also working as a scientist in the Plant Physiology Section of Plant Improvement 
Division and was associated in various crop improvement and production research programs. During 
the period, I got the opportunity to learn from him several important aspects of research concerning 
fodder crops and grasses which enhanced my knowledge significantly. He was always very liberal, 
generous and helpful in providing all necessary inputs for conducting experiments and writing the 
results. His behaviour with the all his senior and junior colleagues was very friendly and supportive. He 
was always surrounded by colleagues seeking advice on various issues which he used to provide them 
with pleasure and smile. He was such a rare personality who was loved by one and all in the Institute.

He left ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi in 1987 and joined as the Project Coordinator of AICRP (Underutilized 
Plants) at the ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi. His hard work and dedication was soon recognized and he 
was given the responsibility of ADG (Seeds) and ADG (Food & Fodder Crops) and also as the Head 
of Indo-US Project on Plant Genetic Resources, ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi. Later he joined as Director, 
ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi in January 1996 and directed the institute research programs and other activities 
to the highest level of excellence, where all the staff members were highly satisfied and happy with 
the achievements in their respective areas. He was able to create a good scientific environment where 
all researchers were deeply engaged in research, writing research papers, attending conferences/
workshops/trainings in India and abroad. He was able to send a large number of scientists abroad 
for higher training in UK, Netherlands and Australia under the collaborative projects with these 
countries and also generously supported the participation of many scientists in conferences abroad. 
This demonstrated his kindness, generosity, and love and affection for the staff.

During his tenure as Director, the ICAR Regional Sports Meet was also organized at IGFRI under his 
leadership and the event was highly successful and appreciated by all concerned. The Secretary, ICAR 
was the Chief Guest in the Opening Ceremony of the Sports Meet and Financial Adviser, DARE was the 
Chief Guest in the Closing Ceremony which was a rare example which demonstrated extra ordinary 
managerial skill of Dr Bhag Mal. I am highly indebted to him for his constant help in drafting of research 
papers and I had been fortunate to publish papers in joint authorship with him. He used to encourage 
and motivate all the scientists to write and publish papers in journals with high impact factor.

I wish him sound health, peace and prosperity in life.

OPS Verma
Former Principal Scientist (Plant Physiology),  
ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI), Jhansi

Res.: 160, Umang Part 2, Mahanagar Colony, Bareilly 243006  
(Uttar Pradesh)

Mob.: +91-9719154238; Email:opsv125@yahoo.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: An Excellent Human Being

I t’s a great pleasure to record my close association with Dr Bhag Mal, a renowned 
scientist, an accomplished plant breeder and an able administrator with a human  
touch. 

I had a great appreciation for Dr Bhag Mal for his prodigious contribution in the development and 
deployment of crop cultivars that empowered farming community to harvest more and help them 
in their improved livelihood. 

Having a unique amalgamation, in his persona, of humility and supporting nature with an 
enormous experience and involvement in agricultural research and development at both national 
and international levels, he has been a source of inspiration for new generation of researchers 
and academicians.

On the occasion of celebration 
of his 80th birthday, we extend 
our best wishes, while fully 
appreciating his supportive 
role to me and my several 
present and past colleagues 
at the ICAR-Central Arid Zone 
Research Institute, Jodhpur.

Long live Dr Bhag Mal!

Dr Bhag Mal chatting with Dr OP Yadav and others

OP Yadav
Director,  
ICAR-Central Arid Zone research Institute (CAZRI),  
Jodhpur 342003 (Rajasthan)

Tel.: 0291-2786584; Mob.: +91-9413931805;  
Email: opyadav21@yahoo.com, director.cazri@icar.gov.in
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A Word about My Friend Dr Bhag Mal

I am very happy to write about Dr Bhag Mal, who is intimately known to me since 1980s. 
He has left his big impact in places and positions wherever he served. He gave big strength 
to AICRP on Underutilized Plants. His work in Plant Genetic Resources Management 

is widely known. He has done remarkable work at ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi and later at Bioversity 
International, South Asia Office in New Delhi. 

He has made remarkable contributions to the growth of Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resources 
(ISPGR) and the Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS), New Delhi. 

While congratulating him for completing the journey of 80 years, I wish him a long and happy 
life.

PL Gautam
Former Chairperson, PPV&FRA

Former Chairperson, NBA

Former Vice Chancellor, GBPUA&T, Pantnagar (Uttarakhand)

Res.: 118, Housing Board Colony. Bindraban, Dist. Kangra,  
Palampur 176061 (Himachal Pradesh)

Mob.: +91-9459376233, 7018322344; Email: plgautam47@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Man of Vision, Mission, Action, Passion and 
Compassion

F irst of all, I congratulate my friend Dr Bhag Mal on his attaining eighty years of age. 
I would like to mention that much after my superannuation from ICAR-IARI, New 
Delhi, I met him for the first time in his office when he was Coordinator, IPGRI (now 

Bioversity International). At the very first meeting, I thought why I couldn’t meet him earlier. He 
is such a good person I never knew. It was very nice and I was delighted to talk with him. Then I 
met him in the office of the Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS). We worked 
closely for about six months while organizing ‘Global Conference on Women in Agriculture’, 
where I was given the responsibility of coordinating the conference. 

I am happy that I could be able to carry out this responsibility to the full satisfaction of the 
organizers particularly Dr RS Paroda with the help of Dr Bhag Mal. The messages received from 
any quarters/stakeholders, Dr Bhag Mal 
analysed it first, and then he guided 
and forwarded the same to me. This 
shows his meticulous and efficiently 
working for any job assigned to him.

Today also, I derive extreme pleasure 
whenever I meet and relish tea with 
him. I always get extra energy and 
happiness after meeting him. I feel 
indebted getting such a friend who 
is very rare around all of us. My 
congratulations will remain with him 
for today and days/years to come.

Dr Bhag Mal with Dr PN Mathur and Dr Suresh Pal during 
Global Conference on Women in Agriculture

PN Mathur
Former DDG (Agril Extn),  
ICAR, Dr Rajendra Prasad Road, New Delhi 110001

Res.: 16B, Block AN, Shalimar Bagh, New Delhi 110088

Mob.: +91-9899646900; Email: drpnmathur11@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: Effectiveness for Leadership

I am very pleased to know that my friend Dr Bhag Mal, Former ADG, ICAR and Director, 
ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI), Jhansi has completed 80 
years of very dynamic and productive life in the agricultural research and management 

services of the country. We both joined as Scientist at ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi in 1969 and worked in 
many areas of forage and grassland research and management and shared many platforms of 
management and research.

Dr Bhag Mal has worked, guided monitored and coordinated research in the areas of plant 
breeding and related disciplines at national and International levels and provided guidance and 
leadership at every level.

His ever smiling personality and friendly nature are great assets. He is very humble, soft spoken, 
assertive, supportive and sincere in nature. I wish him a very happy, healthy, and peaceful life.

May God bless him with a long life.

PS Pathak
Former Director,  
ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI),  
Jhansi (Uttar Pradesh)

Res.: 1450, Sector- K 1, Opposite Chancellor Club,  
Aashiyana Housing Colony, Lucknow 226012

Mob.: +91 6387-414311, +91 94151 12911; Email: pathak.prem@gmail.com 
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My Association with Dr Bhag Mal

I have known Dr Bhag Mal for nearly four decades now. Also, I had a chance to work 
together at the ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI), Jhansi where 
I joined as its Director in 1986 and he was working there as a Principal Scientist in the 

Division of Crop Improvement. Perhaps, this was the worst period of IGFRI when law and order 
had collapsed and IGFRI was almost at the verge of closure. The institute had gone into an 
open grazing ground for neighbouring villagers and scientists were not able to protect their 
experiments in fields and plant breeders were not able to protect their precious germplasm. 

I recall Dr Bhag Mal took me to his residence one day and showed me how he was maintaining 
his plant materials in his backyard and narrated the story of forced grazing by villagers and day 
to day fights on one or the other pretext. The entire working was destabilized and there was a 
frightening scenario in the institute. Dr Bhag Mal was one among the very few in the institute 
who stood for the right cause and gave full support to the system in fighting the situation and 
restoration of the normalcy in the institute after a couple of months. Later, he became the Head 
of Crop Improvement Division and guided the activities concerning forage crop breeding and 
provided good support in technical matters being in Director’s Technical Cell. 

On the science front, Dr Bhag Mal was rated as one of the top forage breeders who made a notable 
contribution in growth and development of forages in the country. He very ably guided the destiny 
of IGFRI as its Director and the institute attained a newer height during his leadership. His ability 
to take fellow scientists together as team and creating work environment and space for everyone 
is unique. 

As a boss and also as a subordinate Dr Bhag Mal is equally comfortable with co-workers which 
let him work smoothly in different capacities across institutions in India and abroad and to 
contribute in promotion of forage science, in general and plant genetic resources (PGR) in 
particular. 

With God gifted health Dr Bhag Mal is still active as ever and busy in promoting science and 
science policies through his association with TAAS as its Trustee and Secretary.

I wish Dr Bhag Mal a healthy and productive life ahead.

Panjab Singh
Former Secretary, DARE & DG, ICAR &  
Former Vice Chancellor, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi 221005  
(Uttar Pradesh) 
President, Foundation for Advancement of Agriculture and Rural 
development (FAARD), 
Res.: Sarasvati Kunj, Narainapur (Dafi), PO: Naipura, Varanasi 221005 
(Uttar Pradesh)
Tel.: 0542-2575678, Mob.: +91-9651666613; Email: panjabsingh03@yahoo.
com, faardvaranasi@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: An Icon of Indian and International Agriculture

Dr Bhag Mal, Trustee and Secretary at TAAS, New Delhi a renowned forage breeder, 
served ICAR for almost three decades in various capacities. Dr Bhag Mal is an 
exemplary researcher, able administrator and most importantly an affectionate guide. 

His contribution in agricultural research has been instrumental for the upliftment of the farmers 
of the country. Because of setting high standards in research, Dr Bhag Mal has become a role 
model for the young scientists in the field of forage breeding. I personally admire Dr Bhag 
Mal for his untiring efforts in making the ICAR-IGFRI significantly visible globally, through his 
leadership especially being its Director. 

His contribution has always provided a thrust to the organizations, he served. He played a 
visionary role for the promotion and conservation of biodiversity as South Asia Coordinator, 
Bioversity International (earlier known as IPGRI). During my stay at Delhi from 2017-2019, I have 
seen and understood Dr Bhag Mal from the very close door as an exceptionally humble, polite 
and a determined person with full of gratitude and compassion. 

I wish Dr Bhag Mal a prosperous and healthy long life and many more achievements in his future 
endeavors.

Probir K Ghosh
Founder Director and Vice Chancellor,  
ICAR-National Institute of Biotic Stress Management,  
Baronda, Raipur, Chhattisgarh 493225, India

Former National Coordinator,  
NAHEP, ICAR, New Delhi; and 

Director, ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi (Uttar Pradesh)

Mob.: +91-9453042870; E-mail: ghosh_pk2006@yahoo.com
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Happy Birthday Dr Bhag Mal

I am very happy that the TAAS is celebrating 80th Birthday of Dr Bhag Mal, and 
has given me also an opportunity to greet him in person and wish him Happy  
Birthday.

It is gratifying to recall his long-standing veritable outstanding research and management 
contributions, which must inspire our younger colleagues.

Possessing a brilliant academic record, his major research contributions include development 
of several widely adopted new varieties of forage and underutilized crops. He has helped 
conserve, characterise and utilize germplasm of several of these crops. Dr Bhag Mal has been 
helpful also in rebuilding the ICAR-NBPGR under the guidance of Dr RS Paroda.

As Assistant Director General at the ICAR, Director of ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi, and South Asia 
Coordinator of Bioversity International, he has brought effective institutional reforms and 
nurtured several international collaborations, including APAARI.

His excellent writing and editorial skills have been duly harnessed by several professional societies, 
presently so lucidly by the TAAS. Thanks to Dr Paroda for creating right opportunities for our 
talented scientists.

Dr Bhag Mal has been decorated with several honours and recognitions and his talented services 
have been utilised by national and international systems. He has been actively involved in organizing 
several workshops/conferences/consultations in collaboration with national and international 
organizations.

I offer my heartiest congratulations to Dr Bhag Mal on his auspicious 80th Birthday. Even now, he 
continues to make remarkable contributions. I wish him a very healthy, happy and academically 
productive life in years ahead.

RB Singh
Former President, NAAS

Former Chancellor,  
Central Agricultural University, Imphal

Res.: D1/1291, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi 110070

Tel.: +91-011- 26136450, Mob.: +91-9810230037;  
Email: rbsingh40@gmail.com
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As I Know Dr Bhag Mal

My first meeting with Dr Bhag Mal was a great pleasure when, in 2018, I started 
working as a Consultant with the Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences 
(TAAS), New Delhi. I, earlier, never had a chance to meet Dr Bhag Mal but knew 

that he as an eminent scientist, has worked as Assistant Director General (Food & Fodder Crops), 
ICAR; Director, ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute, Jhansi, and South Asia 
Coordinator, Bioversity International (formerly, International Plant Genetic Resources Institute-
IPGRI), Sub-regional Office for South Asia, New Delhi. 

Working with him has been a unique experience because of his simplicity, knowledge and 
thoughts towards the scientific, social and personal matters; always supporting, sharing and 
encouraging attitude; energy and commitment to finish work in time and a personal touch in 
every meeting giving a feel to meet him again soon.

Advancing age has not yet deterred him from work. I wish him a long happy, healthy and 
prosperous life enabling us to work together for many more years to come. 

My best regards to Dr Bhag Mal ji.

RK Mittal
Vice Chancellor,  
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel University of Agriculture & Technology, 
Meerut (Uttar Pradesh) 

Mob.: +91-9473193264; Email: rakumittal@yahoo.co.in;  
rakumittal@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Role Model for Me

It is my immense pleasure to write for Dr Bhag Mal Sahib, a renowned and distinguished 
scientist in the PGR science. I started my initial career with Dr Bhag Mal during 1989, when 
he was Project Coordinator of Underutilized and Underexploited Crops in the ICAR-NBPGR, 

New Delhi. 

He is a wonderful mentor. He groomed me to acquire scientific and administrative professional 
skills. I had interesting and memorable experience with him. He always encouraged me and 
other colleagues who worked with him. His leadership helped me grow my potential so much, 
otherwise I would not be where I am today. He has a smiling face, always looks very cool and 
caring to people in and around him. I salute him for showing me how to stand and get my 
ground and enjoy the kind of career I could get. Sir, I am proud of you. I count myself lucky for 
having had your guidance and mentorship.

You have been an exemplary and visionary mentor, a great leader who has dedicated his life 
to the service of humanity and for 
the organization. I appreciate and 
treasure everything you have taught 
me. Not only are you fantastic at your 
job, but you have also proven yourself 
to be a loving and caring person, both 
in the office and out in the society. 

I always be grateful to him for his 
support and kindness and guiding 
me on right path. It would be 
impossible to count the number of 
occasions, he has helped me in my 
career. 

He is a role model for me in my 
research accomplishment as well. 
How can I express my gratefulness 

Dr Bhag Mal with NBPGR Colleagues

RS Rathi
Principal Scientist,  
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR),  
Pusa, New Delhi 110012

Mob. : +91-9939148569; E-mail:- ranbir.rathi@icar.gov.in
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for his mentorship, I don’t know? I am truly blessed to have him as a guide in my life. I learnt 
something new from him every day. I thank him profusely for providing me with such a strong 
foundation in the system/organization. He has been an inspiration to young and budding scientists. 
His encouragement and advice led me to places I never thought I would go. I have learned many 
things from him- the value of patience and tolerance. 

Lastly, I salute him for his outstanding leadership qualities, words of encouragement and support 
to all my young fellow colleagues. I would express my greetings to him with family for colourful 
and healthy life. 

Dr Bhag Mal, Director, ICAR-IGFRI with ICAR-NBPGR sports contingent
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My Impressions about Dr Bhag Mal

Dr Bhag Mal and I have been together in ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi for many years. In the 
first instance, he joined as a Senior Scientist in the year 1976. He was very senior to 
me, but I found him very friendly with all the staff members. Every one of us had a 

great respect for him due to his sweet nature and helping attitude. Later, he maintained family 
relations with most of his colleagues and whenever needed he used to take care of their personal 
problems also. He always remained busy in research activities and provided full cooperation and 
support to other scientists in their research projects.

In February 1987, he left ICAR-IGFRI to join as a National Coordinator of AICRP on Underutilized 
Crops at the ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi. Everybody in our institute felt his absence and kept 
remembering him. To our good luck, he returned back as a Director, ICAR-IGFRI in January 1996. 
We found no change in him as regards the friendly behaviour with each of us. As a Director, he 
achieved a very good reputation due to his honesty, good administration, unbiased decisions 
and strictness wherever required by taking bold steps.

He had very keen interest in the overall development of the Institute. He accelerated the research 
activities to a great extent and regularly visited the research farm to monitor the progress and 
provide his advice and suggestions for improvement.

Dr Bhag Mal is a man with vision and ‘Man on Mission’ having a charming personality with 
a magnetic aura. There was an excellent atmosphere for research and social activities in the 
institute during his tenure as Director. As an administrator also, he created an example of 
a successful person whose actions speak louder than words. His heroics have led teams to 
success on numerous occasions. His determination and indomitable courage are undoubtedly 
admirable.

As a person, he is one who is compassionate and stands by people’s side no matter the circumstances. 
He has always lent a helping hand and his guidance has proved to be a stepping stone to success 
for uncountable persons. He is a GEM of a person, a legend and a master of his art.

We were again disappointed when he left IGFRI in mid of March, 1998 to join South Asia 
Coordinator IPGRI (now Bioversity International) at New Delhi. I can say with confidence that 
whosoever worked with him, always remember him and used to remain is touch with him. We 
extend our best regards and good wishes to him on this 80th Birthday.

Raj Kumar Tyagi
Principal Scientist (Retd.),  
ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI),  
Jhansi (Uttar Pradesh)

Mob.: +91-9891106093; Email: rktyagi.igfri@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal, An Accomplished Researcher and Down to Earth 
Personality

It is so exciting to note that the Trust for Advancement of Science (TAAS) is publishing 
this book for celebrating the 80th birthday of Dr Bhag Mal. I feel privileged to know and 
work with Dr Bhag Mal as my association with TAAS for the past several years and had 

my latest meeting with him in Sept 2021. While looking back at his research, administrative 
and agricultural science leadership career, it is evident that Dr Bhag Mal has dedicated his 
life for the cause of advancing and promoting agricultural science in both India and at 
international level. 

His contributions in development of several varieties, management of big projects, organization of 
training programs and leadership to various societies are widely known. In his administrative roles 
starting from ADG (Seeds) to Secretary (TAAS) with many other key positions with international 
organizations like Bioversity International, and APAARI, he has provided able guidance to advance vision 
and mission of all those organizations, he remained associated. I feel privileged to know him personally 
and working with him as TAAS member. He is an accomplished researcher, able administrator and most 
importantly down-to-earth person. He is always very prompt and provides precise and comprehensive 
information on any topic as he has got lots of knowledge in agricultural sciences. 

My best wishes to Dr Bhag Mal, on his 80th birthday and I wish him good health and all the best 
for his continuous services to agricultural science!

Dr Rajeev Varshney along with Drs Raj Paroda, Kuldip Singh and Bhag Mal in TAAS Office

Rajeev Varshney
International Chair in Agriculture & Food Security,
Director, Centre for Crop & Food Innovation, 
Director, WA State Agricultural Biotechnology Centre
Murdoch University, Perth, Australia

Mob.: +91-9949994070; Email: rajeev.varshney@murdock.edu.au
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Dr Bhag Mal: An Extraordinary Achiever

Wish a very happy & healthy life to my esteemed friend Dr Bhag Mal on his 80th birthday 
which he celebrated on 1st April 2022.

When you look back over 80 yrs of life, your memories are warm and rich.

When you celebrate this day, your heart is filled with joy and love, and when you look forward to 
the future, your dreams are filled and satisfied.

I feel privileged and happy to say that Dr Bhag Mal has been my class fellow in MSc (Ag Botany) 
during the year 1962-63 and 1963-64. He was my good friend because of his amiable nature, 
behaviour, and so many other qualities apart from being a very brilliant student. After having passed 
out MSc, we could not meet till 1986 when Dr Bhag Mal was Head, Division of Crop Improvement 
at ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi and I was Sr Project Manager (NSP)/Associate Professor in CSAUAT, Kanpur 
(Uttar Pradesh). After this, we have been meeting occasionally when Dr Bhag Mal was National 
Coordinator, AICRP (Underutilised Crops) at ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi (1987-95) and also later as 
Director, IGFRI, Jhansi (1996- March 1998) and I was Professor (Genetics & Plant Breeding) at 
CSAUAT Kanpur. Our meeting frequency increased when Dr Bhag Mal was South Asia Coordinator, 
Biodiversity International (1998- March 2007), Hony. Senior Research Fellow, Biodiversity International 
(April 2007- March 2011), and Sr Consultant, APAARI, Bangkok (2011-2016)- all seated in NAAS 
Complex, Pusa, New Delhi and I as PI, AICRP (Pearlmillet) and HoD (Genetics & Plant Breeding), 
CSAUAT Kanpur till retirement in 2002; State Coordinator ATMA, Uttarakhand Govt (2006-2011); 
Consultant RKVY, DAC&FW, GoI; and Chief Consultant (Agriculture) at TERI, New Delhi (2013-14). 
In all these years, we are in touch on mobile and on virtual talk.

Dr Bhag Mal has immensely contributed in agricultural R&D. He has developed 6 varieties of forage 
crops and 10 varieties of underutilised crops. He has to his credit more than 150 publications 
including research papers, books, book chapters, etc. He has successfully managed and coordinated 
several international projects and training programs and has chaired/ co-chaired scientific sessions 
in several national and international conferences. He is recipient of several awards and honours. 
He has served as President & Vice President of several National Scientific Societies & organisations.

In nutshell, Dr Bhag Mal is an outstanding amalgam of intellect, scientific temper, excellent 
working and performing ability in the field of agricultural research and development.

I wish and pray for good health and happy life to Dr Bhag Mal.

Rajendra Prasad Singh
Former HoD (Genetics & Plant Breeding),  
CSAUAT, Kanpur (Uttar Pradesh) 
Former Chief Consultant (Agriculture),  
TERI, New Delhi 110003
Res.: A-2/902, Olive County, Vasundhara, Sector 5,  
Ghaziabad 201012 (Uttar Pradesh)
Mob.: +91-9411380187; Email: singhrp2002@gmail.com
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My Thoughts about Dr Bhag Mal Jee on the Occasion of his 80th Birthday 

I have been fortunate to know Dr Bhag Mal ji over the years, particularly through the Trust 
for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) since he took the position of Trustee and 
Secretary. 

His dedication and exemplary commitment in his role as Secretary, Dr Bhag Mal ji would make 
him an ideal role model for today’s youngsters to emulate and adopt. Though I do not feel myself 
competent to write about the scientific, academic and administrative expertise of Dr Bhag Mal Ji, 
it would not be out of place to state that he is one of the most distinguished and experienced 
agricultural scientists. His contributions and achievements are many in the field of his research 
work in plant genetic resources, genetics, and plant breeding including development of six forage 
crop varieties. 

He also had great experience of administration in the capacity of Director, ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi and 
has been active in building several institutions and associations. It would not be out of place to 
state that the TAAS has much to gain from his above expertise and experience. 

Eightieth (80th) Birthday is a very significant milestone in one’s journey of life. As per our 
astrological calculations, it is said that such a person would have seen over 1,000 full moons to 
reach 80th year. On this all-important 
occasion, I would like to wish Dr Bhag 
Mal ji and his family many more years 
of happy and healthy life. 

We look forward to his continued 
guidance and support to Indian 
agriculture to cope up with the 
emerging challenges of climate change 
and sustainability. Selfless contributions 
from people like him have enabled the 
TAAS to be able to be of service in the 
cause of Indian Agriculture.

Trustees participating in TAAS Board Meeting

Raju Barwale
Chairman,  
MAHYCO, 
Resham Bhawan, 4th Floor, 78, Veer Nariman Road,  
Mumbai 400020 (Maharashtra State)

Tel.: +91-022-30273007; Email: raju.barwale@mahyco.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: An Eminent Agricultural Scientist

Dr Bhag Mal is very humble, kind and highly knowledgeable person. He is a committed 
scientist who dedicated his career for advancement, conservation and utilization of 
genetic resources for sustainable agriculture. 

I met him for the first time in 2015. I really had a unique experience and was highly impressed 
with his high level of energy and in-depth subject knowledge. I really admire him for his 
outstanding and significant contributions towards agriculture science in general and genetic 
resources in particular. 

I wish him all good success and healthy life ahead.

Rajvir Rathi
Head, Public Affairs & Sustainability,  
Buyer CropScience Ltd, Worldmark-1, Tower A, Aerocity Hospitality 
District, New Delhi 110037

Tel.: +91-11-49296766; Mob.: +91-9910472728;  
Email: rajvir.rathi@buyer.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: An Inspiring Personality

I have interacted with Dr Bhag Mal for many years now.  
 

He is a very methodical and thorough agricultural scientist with great capacity for articulating 
and documenting policy related matters. His planning of many round tables and stakeholder 
dialogues is meticulous, capturing all the discussions and bringing out the proceedings in a 
constructive and concise manner is peerless and his timely actions have helped many committees 
to complete their tasks in time. 

He has very clear thoughts on some of the difficult subjects and never hesitated to express them 
fearlessly. He is very energetic and enthusiastic about his work. He has been a pillar of strength 
for the Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS), New Delhi.

I convey my best wishes to Dr Bhag Mal on the occasion of his 80th birthday and wish him a long 
life. May God bless him with long life, peace and good health. 

My best wishes to Mrs Bhag Mal and his entire family too on this occasion.

Ram Kaundinya
Director General,  
Federation of Seed Industry of India (FSII) 
10th Floor, Vandhana Building, Tolstoy Marg,  
Janpath, Connaught Place, New Delhi 110001

Mob.: +91-9866706633; Email: ram@kaundinya.in
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Man of Perseverance

I never thought a day will ever come in my life when I will be asked to write a few words 
about a person whom I have seen all the time carrying fragrance of simplicity with rays of 
smile, sincerity, utmost commitment to the work and full of actions. 

I came in contact with Dr Bhag Mal almost three decades back in the year 1987 when he joined 
the ICAR-NBPGR as Project Coordinator, All India Coordinated Research Project on Underutilized 
and Underexploited Crops’ and additionally looking after the implementation of Indo-USAID 
PGR project operations at the NBPGR. I used to interact with him more often in connection 
of implementing the PGR Database Management project (a sub-project of the Indo-USAID 
project). It is a coincidence that I used to sit in a computer lab just adjacent to Dr Bhag Mal’s 
chamber. Whenever I had any doubt/ clarification/ problem related to the project, I used to rush 
to Dr Bhag Mal’s room without any hesitation, thinking he can only take me out of the hot 

water. You will be surprised to know after listening to me, he used to say say ” lijk th blesa 
D;k fnDdr gS\ ,slk djrs gS] bldks ,sls dj ysrs gSaA (What is the problem in this Mr Sapra? 
Let us do the way I suggest). Though, his words appear to be very simple, yet relaxing and had 
the incredible power of solving complex problems for us.

There are many instances which are difficult to recollect where Dr Bhag Mal has been personally 
helpful to me during the past three decades. However, I always remember two of them and feel 
delighted to place here on records. 

Under Indo-USAID, my visit to United States during the year 1992 under database management 
project is all because of Dr Bhag Mal’s sincere efforts who signed the documents required by the 
ICAR. I just want to emphasize that Dr Bhag Mal signed these documents against the wishes of 
the then Director, ICAR-NBPGR; otherwise this visit wouldn’t have been possible. I personally feel 
indebted to him for his timely and daring step in the interest of the work as well as to save me 
from the unnecessary harassment.

I owe gratitude to Dr Bhag Mal for his instrumental role in my transfer from NBPGR to ICAR-IARI 
New Delhi in the year 2001. I was scared that Dr Panjab Singh, the then Director, IARI may turn 
down my request. I approached Dr Bhag Mal and explained my cause of worries. One may not 
believe, after listening to me, he immediately telephoned Dr Panjab Singh in my presence and 

Ramesh Lal Sapra
Former Principal Scientist,  
Division of Genetics,  
ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute,  
New Delhi 110012

Res.: Sainik Vihar, Pitampura, Delhi 110034

Mob.: +91-8368974843, 9868051813; Email: saprarl@gmail.com
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requested him to help Dr Sapra. Dr Panjab Singh asked Dr Bhag Mal on the phone, “Is the boy 
good?”, and he immediately responded, “Rest assured, I take his guarantee”. Dr Panjab Singh 
gladly agreed to his request. It will be unfair if I don’t mention the name of Dr RS Paroda, the then 
Director General, ICAR for his invaluable support in the process of my transfer when I met him at 
the ICAR Hqrs.

I am fortunate enough that I could enjoy the close company of Dr Bhag Mal for almost two years 
before my retirement from IARI. It is again a coincidence that I used to sit in a room adjacent to 
Dr Bhag Mal’s room located in the Publication unit of IARI. I enjoyed his courtesy mostly during 
the lunch hours when he used to offer me a cup of tea with his own hands. Sitting in his room, I 
used to feel relaxed and at home. 

It is absolutely difficult to find a person like Dr Bhag Mal. I wish him a long and healthy life. I end 
up with this statement - “Dr Bhag Mal is a man with a short stature but with a high integrity, 
incredible positivity and exceptional humanity to help the needy ones”.
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Committed Agricultural Scientist

Dr Bhag Mal is an internationally renowned research scientist in the field of management 
of genetic resources of food and forage crops as well as underutilized crops. He 
started his research career initially on improvement of fodder and forage crops at 

the ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI), Jhansi (Uttar Pradesh). Later, 
he was selected for a senior position to work on collection, evaluation and characterization of 
arid legumes, minor fruits and economic plants at the ICAR-NBPGR, Regional Station, Jodhpur 
(Rajasthan). Subsequently, Dr Bhag Mal was selected as the first Project Coordinator of All India 
Coordinated Research Project on Underutilized and Underexploited Plants based at the ICAR-
NBPGR, New Delhi in 1987. He developed and released several improved varieties of food and 
forages, underutilized crops for different agro-ecological regions.

As a result of his hard-working nature and keen interest in scientific research, Dr Bhag Mal was 
appointed on several National and International Research Management positions from time to 
time. He served as Assistant Director General (Food and Forage crops) and later as ADG (Seeds) 
at the ICAR Headquarters, New Delhi; later as Director, ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi (Uttar Pradesh); and 
Regional Coordinator-Bioversity International (erstwhile IBPGR/IPGRI) Rome. 

Dr Bhag Mal was elected President, Chairman and Convener of several reputed scientific societies, 
Research Coordination Committees to guide and have given directions to research activities in 
various fields of research programs. He was the Chief Editor of several scientific journals, edited 
number of books and published several national and international research papers.

Besides holding a successful career in scientific and management positions, Dr Bhag Mal has a 
very calm, hard-working and friendly nature. He has a positive approach to deal with all kinds of 
challenges in day-to-day life and provides very appropriate solutions.

On the occasion of his Eightieth Birthday, I wish him - A Very Happy Long and Prosperous Life as 
well as success in all future endeavours.

Ranbir Singh
Former Principal Scientist,  
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR),  
New Delhi 110012

Res.: A-45, Narang Colony, Janakpuri, New Delhi 110058

Mob.: +91- 9818293494; Email: ranbirspal@yahoo.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Man Full of Common Sense

As Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) celebrates 80th Birthday of our 
dear Dr Bhag Mal, I wish him a very happy 80th Birthday and pen down a few lines as 
my personal regards to him. 

From being a great Scientist with dedicated and long service to the arduous task of plant 
genetic resources, and from being a silent dignified unimposing worker to a very fatherly figure 
to me and my co-workers at the ICAR-NBPGR, he had been playing multifaceted roles with all 
grace and humility. It seems he had mastered this art due to his long professional experience. 
I had known him since 1986 when he was looking after the INDO-USAID program. Later on, 
my associations with him were during the organizing of International Training Programs at the 
NBPGR under the ICAR-Bioversity International MoU. It was a smooth sailing, with him at the helm  
of affairs. 

IPGRI (now Bioversity International) sponsored International Training on Tissue Culture Technologies  
– A Group photo of Trainees and Faculty

Rekha Chaudhary
Former Principal Scientist & I/c TCCU,  
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR),  
New Delhi 110012

Mob.: +91-9871101592; Email: rscientist58@gmail.com
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My heartfelt appreciation to Dr Bhag Mal for facilitating TCCU, NBPGR with all the needed support. 
We at the NBPGR learnt a lot from him during all the ups and downs especially how to take small 
simple steps to resolve issues with a smile and cool attitude. His positive actions throughout his 
career have earned him high respect from all quarters. I do not know how much positivity we were 
able to imbibe from him. We also are unsure, if we will ever be able to repay you adequately for 
your contributions to the cause of PGR. 

I wish that you have many more active healthy years of your life spent on continuously guiding 
many more like me. Greetings once again. 

Dr Bhag Mal with Rekha Chaudhary and colleagues from ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi
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Dr Bhag Mal – A Perfect Example of Perseverance

Dr Bhag Mal has reached to the age of 80 years on April 1, 2022. I am sure that many of his 
contemporary colleagues must have mentioned his numerous contributions what he made 
during his career with great significance and relevance to Indian agriculture, therefore, I 

will not venture into attempting and repeat the same here. However, I intend to share briefly some 
of my observations and experiences working with him. At this important occasion, I recall my active 
association with Dr Bhag Mal way back from 1992 when he was working as Project Coordinator of 
All India Coordinated Project on Underutilized Crops and Head of USAID Project Implementation Unit 
at the ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (ICAR-NBPGR) and till date – almost 30 years! 

Dr Bhag Mal comes from rural background who decided to work in agricultural research (probably 
because he also belongs to farmer family like me from similar ecosystem). His rural background 
is a complete fit to study agriculture (always being a rank holder), understands the issues and 
contributing later after joining agricultural research organizations in various capacities. As I 
promised earlier, I will not attempt to enumerate his contributions, nevertheless, I cannot stop 
myself mentioning about his keen interest, perseverance and efficient management to complete 
the task along with his associates in extremely cool manner. I recall one instance – Dr RS Paroda 
gave a task to develop the ICAR Guidelines for Management of Genetic Resources – where Dr Bhag 
Mal was the Chairman and I served as Member-Secretary of the Task Force Committee constituted 
for the purpose. Since we had to have inputs from 5 bureaux of ICAR (i.e., plants, animal, fish, 
microbes, and insect), it was being delayed with apprehension of not meeting the timeline. I was 
impatient to complete the task in time as this publication was to be released in International 
Agrobiodiversity Congress 2016 by Hon’ble Prime Minister of India. When I discussed with Dr 
Bhag Mal about this, he listened everything with cool and calm and gave me some suggestions 
to follow, which worked also and we completed the task well in time. I learnt a lot from him 
that how one can have perseverance of high level and deliver too. When he was President of the 
Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resources (ISPGR) almost similar experience I had while working 
with him as General Secretary of ISPGR to organize a National Symposium.

Whenever I went to meet Dr Bhag Mal, I observed that he is always busy either in reading, writing 
or editing wherever he worked or works. He is extremely simple, easy-to-approach and a gentleman 
kind personality. I have not seen much change in him physically and in his simplicity over the years. 

I wish him very happy 80th birthday and pray for his best health ever!

Rishi Tyagi
Former Head,  
Division of Germplasm Conservation,  
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR), 
New Delhi 110012

Mob.: +91-9899442524; Email: tyaginbpgr@gmail.com
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Happy Birthday Dr Bhag Mal

H appy 80th birthday Dr Bhag Mal. Congratulations on achieving this major milestone in 
your life’s journey. You are a fine example of why old is gold. 

As you celebrate this landmark occasion, I’m sure you look back with great pride and satisfaction 
on your considerable achievements both professional and personal, just as you look ahead at the 
even more fulfilling future before you hit the next milestone. 

Your achievements as an agricultural scientist and administrator have been many and varied. 
The world of plant breeding is no doubt richer for your contribution. Your achievements have 
been duly recognized with the numerous awards and honours which have been bestowed 
upon you. 

It has been a pleasure working with you as part of Team TAAS. Your contribution to the TAAS 
has been invaluable. I have always been impressed by the superb work you do, in your quietly 
efficient manner, to keep the TAAS administration on an even keel. Your hard work, attention 
to detail and painstaking meticulousness is an asset to the smooth working of TAAS. Your 
enthusiasm, your dedication and your energy are an inspiration to your colleagues. TAAS is lucky 
to have you as a team member. Thank you for your support. 

We hope that with your wisdom, knowledge and other valuable life lessons you will continue to 
benefit TAAS. Moreover, we wish that your family and near and dear ones continue to receive 
your care and blessings for many many more years. 

Rita Sharma
Former Secretary, Dept of Rural Development, GoI

Member, Board of Trustees, TAAS

Res.: 1/462, Vardhan Khand, Gomti Nagar Extension,  
Lucknow 226010 (Uttar Pradesh)

Mob.: +91-9818332555; Email: ritasharma@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal – A Man of Few Words But Quick Action

D r Bhag Mal, the name defines broad vision and quick action. I joined NBPGR in 1986 as 
a scientist in National Facility for Plant Tissue Culture Repository (NFPTCR) (now TCCU) 
and had the good fortune of interacting with many seniors during our formative years 

at NBPGR. One amongst those who left an impeccable impression on me, were Dr Bhag Mal. 
To me, he appeared to be very simple, very helpful yet very decisive with good administrative 
capabilities. I refer to him as a man of few words but of great action. Though I did not directly 
work with him but there were several occasions when I had a chance to interact with him, 
at personal or at professional front and he was always very forthcoming. A very soft spoken 
yet full of enthusiasm about the tasks to be executed well on time. This seemed to be a part 
of his persona and that is how he very successfully shouldered and executed the responsibility 
of National Coordinator of All India Coordinated Research Project on Underutilized Crops at 
NBPGR during1987-1995 followed by several prestigious National and International assignments. 
I, for one, never felt shy of discussing with him, day-to-day problems that one confronts at a 
professional front and he always provided an amicable solution. Thank you Sir for being there 
whenever needed.

Dr Bhag Mal while handling INDO-USAID project during 1991-94, seemed to be very helpful in 
facilitating and encouraging young scientists like I and many others from TCCU to be trained 
on plant cryopreservation aspects at prestigious laboratories of USA. It was that training which 
ultimately culminated in TCCU being granted the coveted COE (Centre of Excellence) recognition 
for imparting International training in the field of Plant Crypreservation.

As South Asia Coordinator, Bioversity International (1998 – 2007), Dr Bhag Mal tried to lend a helping 
hand to many of us while arranging funds for paper presentation in International seminars/ symposia. 

I perceive him as a very balanced person in his approach towards life who seems to have created 
a work-life balance. To me Dr Bhag Mal is not only a great planner, an able administrator and 
a research manager, but also a fine human being who seems to gel very easily with his seniors, 
colleagues and subordinates. 

Today, Sir, when you are celebrating your 80th birthday, I sincerely pray to God to keep you 
in good physical and mental health in the coming years of this blissful journey of life and we 
remain blessed to enjoy your overwhelming presence in the years to come.

Ruchira Pandey
Former Principal Scientist,  
Tissue Culture & Cryopreservation Unit,  
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR),  
New Delhi 110012 

Mob:- +91-9811457044; Email: 1958ruchira@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Gentleman with Kind Personality

I t gives me immense pride to describe the Himalayan Heights of the great Agricultural 
Scientist of India, Dr Bhag Mal ji who happens to reside with his illustrious family at 
Ganpati Apptts, Sector 9, Dwarka, New Delhi, where I am also a resident as one of the 

oldest founder members of this residential Society.

It is a sheer coincidence that Dr Bhag Mal had been a professional colleague of my brother-in-
law, Professor Dr MP Pandey, an agricultural scientist himself & former Vice Chancellor of State 
Agricultural University, Raipur and Ranchi. Whenever he visited us, he invariably expressed his 
desire to meet Dr Bhag Mal and l always accompanied him to his residence in our Society. I felt 
it my esteemed privilege to talk and hear the deep and solemn scientific discussions between the 
two distinguished scientists of agricultural research and development field.

I always found Dr Bhag Mal as fabulously amiable, greatly sombre and extremely benevolent with 
his riches of knowledge and innovative thoughts. His scholarly depth and extensive research has 
turned many youngsters into brilliant researchers in the agricultural science. We his co-residents 
feel ourselves profusely blessed by his noble presence, guidance and motivating thoughts for the 
enrichment of our social life.

Though he has earned the highest laurels for his brilliant and historical contribution nationally 
and internationally, yet I always wish him many more great encomiums in the years to follow for 
the growth of the agricultural wealth of our country and the world. I wish him a happy, healthy 
and progressive life ahead.

SC Shukla
Ex Vice President (HR & Business Development),  
Power Trading Corporation of India

Res.: Ganpati Apartments, Sector 9, Dwarka, New Delhi 110075

Mob.: +91- 9810824246
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Wonderful Human Being

D r Bhag Mal is a known face among Plant Breeder professionals with avert wide 
national and international exposure. His contribution in Plant Genetic Resources and 
overall plant sciences has paved a path to new discoveries and innovations, and his 

contribution towards scientific literature is very meaningful and impressive. 

Besides his scientific capabilities and caliber, he has been a wonderful human being who believes 
in humanity and interpersonal relations. 

I am always impressed by his personal touch in professional matters. I pray God for his sound 
health and healthy life on the occasion of his 80th birthday.

SK Chaudhary
Deputy Director General (NRM),  
Indian Council of Agricultural Research, 
101, Krishi Anusandhan Bhawan-II, Pusa, New Delhi 110012

Mob.: +91-9729559063; Email: ddg.nrm@icar.gov.in, surchaudhari@
hotmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Perfect Science Crusader

My association with Dr Bhag Mal goes back to 1989-90 when I joined ICAR-National Bureau 
of Plant Genetic Resources, New Delhi. He was a senior colleague looking after project on 
underutilized crops, highly respected for his dedication, hard work and intellect. When 

I met him first, he was Project Coordinator, Underutilized & Underexploited Plants and later on also 
my association with him continued in some or other way when he was the Director of ICAR-IGFRI, 
Jhansi and later graced other positions. However, when he was South Asia Coordinator of Bioversity 
International (earlier International Plant Genetic Resources Institute-IPGRI), we had a rather close 
association in dealing with various research projects and also during organising International Trainings 
on Conservation of Tropical Fruits. Later on, with his efforts ICAR-NBPGR was recognised as Centre of 
Excellence for ‘Training on In vitro conservation and Cryopreservation’ by the Bioversity International. 

During organising these International Trainings and other events, I could see the passion, meticulous 
planning as well as execution qualities of Dr Bhag Mal. I also worked with him when he was the President 
of Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resources (ISPGR) and I was an Executive Member. His leadership 
qualities, monitoring minute things and guiding us at each and every stage was really admirable. 

His coolness with positive attitude while executing the events and any other small or big work 
was really unique and appreciable. We never felt in pressure while working with him and his ready 
to help nature always buoyed our working capacity and work performance. I also would like to 
mention here that his affection and appreciation for fellow junior colleagues was such that we 
used to frankly communicate with him and share our problems and seek solutions from him. I am 
fortunate to have his confidence always and at one point of time I had the opportunity to work 
with him closely, however, I could not avail it.

How much Dr Bhag Mal values the personal relations are evident from the incident; my wife who 
teaches in VVDAV Public School at Vikaspuri wanted to invite Dr Bhag Mal as a Chief Guest for 
the Annual Science Function and I made the humble request to him for this favour which he 
readily accepted in spite of his busy schedule. His interaction and involvement with teachers and 
students were such that it was remembered by them for long. I have a family link also as my wife 
and Dr Bhag Mal’s daughter-in-law happens to be the teachers in the same school. He earns very 
high respect, love and affection in family which he indeed fully deserves. I really feel myself lucky 
and blessed to have an association with a towering personality like Dr Bhag Mal and feel obliged 
to write few words about him at this auspicious occasion. 

I along with my family wish him all the very best on his 80th Birthday and pray to the Almighty for 
his good health and happiness for the future life.

SK Malik
Principal Scientist,  
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources,  
Pusa Campus, New Delhi 110 012, INDIA

Res.: K-158 (UGF), Jeevan Niketan (LIC Colony),  
Paschim Vihar, New Delhi 110087

Mob.: +91-9810444859;  
Email: surendra.malik@icar.gov.in; skm1909@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Friend of Friends

D r Bhag Mal Sahab is an agricultural scientist of repute and has served in national and 
international organizations on key positions. Any kind of proud, ego and anger never 
touched him. We have always seen him with smiling face, has an art of pursuing 

the thing. He always inspires and admires his colleagues. Dr Bhag Mal has a unique quality 
to understand the weaknesses of a colleague and always tries to convert the weaknesses into 
strengths to achieve success.

I had long association with him since he joined as Project Coordinator (Underutilized Crops) at 
the ICAR-NBPGR in 1987, later as ADG at ICAR Hqrs; Director, ICAR-IGFRI Jhansi; Coordinator, 
Bioversity International (earlier IPGRI), Interim Executive Secretary, APAARI, Bangkok and currently 
as Secretary, TAAS etc. 

Dr Bhag Mal has made significant contributions in science wherever he was posted and made 
the organization more efficient and vibrant. I have seen him as an excellent research manager, 
be it as President, Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resources; or at M&AP Consultation meeting 
of APAARI, Bangkok; or as member of QRT on M&AP, ICAR. He has given very important 
recommendations everywhere.

Now, he is at 80 years of age, but he is perfectly fit physically with sound mind and sharp memories 
and is working selflessly for the betterment of the society and humanity at large. 

We pray Almighty God that Dr Bhag Mal may live a long life and maintain sound health and 
cheerful mind. My best regards to him.

SK Pareek
Former Principal Scientist,  
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR),  
New Delhi 110012

Res.: Agrasen Apartments, Sector 6, Dwarka, New Delhi 110075

Mob.: +91-8851842579, 9968077208; Email: skpareek1949@yahoo.com
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Dr Bhag Mal : One of My Close Friend

D r Bhag Mal is known to me since the year 1960 when we both got admission in BSc 
(Ag) course in Janta Vedic Degree College, Baraut. We formed a group of five very close 
friends with similar nature and all were very studious. This allowed us to concentrate 

on our studies and keep away from getting involved is other unwanted activities. We did our 
graduation and post graduation together from the same college but in different disciplines. During 
college time, we five forged a close bond which strengthened over time and still continues.

During our 62 years long association, I found Dr Bhag Mal a very simple, down to earth, pleasant 
and kind hearted person who has always been helpful to all of us and to many others. As a 
student, he was meritorious and always topped not only the class but the entire college/University. 
Many classmates were after him for taking his notes for studies and he never dissatisfied them. 
The faculty and the Principal of the college were very happy with his performance as a topper 
which rewarded him to get selected as Postgratuate Lecturer in the same college immediately 
after completion of MSc (Agricultural Botany). He was highly respected teacher among the BSc 
and MSc students as well as colleagues.

Always conscious of his progress, he left teaching job after two years and joined the post of 
Senior Research Assistant at Jodhpur Station of Plant Introduction Division of ICAR-IARI in 
1966. Since then, he made steady progress in his career and served in different positions as 
Junior Botanist, Plant Breeder, Head, Plant Improvement Division and later and Director at the 
ICAR-IGFRI Jhansi; ADG in ICAR Hqrs, Project Coordinator at the ICAR-NBPGR, and excelled 
every where.

He also served as South Asia Coordinator, Bioversity International (earlier IPGRI) for more than 
a decade, handled several international projects successfully and later as Senior Consultant 
in APAARI and made outstanding contributions. Associated with TAAS as Secretary, he is still 
working with same zeal and contributing significant towards the science and the society. 

I feel proud of my close friendship with such a wonderful researcher, administrator and above all 
a great human being. May God bless him with happy, healthy and long life.

SK Sharma
Former Project Director,  
ICAR-Indian Institute of Farming Systems Research,  
Modipuram, Meerut 250110 (Uttar Pradesh)

Res.: J22, Shastri Nagar, Meerut 250004 (Uttar Pradesh)

Mob.: +91- 9412551914, 9557063309; Email: sharmask44@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: An Excellent Friend, Mentor and a Great Inspirator

I feel proud of being given opportunity to write a few words about our respectable Dr Bhag 
Mal with whom I joined as Scientist S-1, after clearing Agricultural Research Service (ARS) 
examination in the year 1977, in the ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute 

(ICAR-IGFRI), Jhansi (Uttar Pradesh). Since my discipline was Plant Breeding, I was placed in the 
Division of Crop Improvement where he was Head at that time. I learnt many things from him in 
my initial years of service, like how to handle research projects, etc. This encouraged me in taking 
any kind of challenges in my endeavour to achieve success. This encouraged me to even climbing 
trees for making crosses, and for which Dr BD Patil, the then Director of the institute praised me 
time and again.

When I was coordinating and supervising collection, evaluation, maintenance and documentation 
of pulse crops germplasm under All India Coordinated Pulses Improvement Project (AICPIP) at 
the ICAR-Indian Institute of Pulses Research (ICAR-IIPR), Kanpur, Dr Bhag Mal has given me 
an opportunity for training in USA in 1992 when he was the Head, Project Implementation 
Unit, Indo-USAID PGR Project at the ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi, It helped me a lot in handling 
vast national and international pulses germplasm as Coordinator and in supplying needed 
accessions to pulse breeders of ICAR institutes and agriculture universities.

I am extremely thankful to Dr RS Paroda who was Executive Secretary of Asia Pacific Association of 
Agricultural Research Institutions (APAARI), wherein Dr Bhag Mal was Senior Consultant, invited 
me to join as ‘Consultant’ in 2011 to liaise with APAARI and FAO-RAP, Bangkok for ‘Regional 
Consultation on Improving Wheat productivity in Asia’ which was held at Bangkok, Thailand 
during April 2012. Dr Bhag Mal has given me several tips before the start of the Consultation, 
and I successfully accomplished duties assigned to me. 

A book entitled ‘Improving Wheat Productivity in Asia: Proceedings and Recommendations’ 
by APAARI and FAO Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (FAO RAP), Bangkok was published 
in which I was also one of the editors. In another opportunity to work in association with 
him as ‘Consultant’ in APAARI to provide output-oriented scientific, technical and knowledge 
consultancy to Executive Secretary, APAARI in order to facilitate planning, organizing and follow-
up of ‘Expert Consultation on Successful Agri-Food Innovations’ which was held at Taichung, 

SS Singh
Former Director,  
ICAR-Indian Institute of Wheat and Barley Research,  
Karnal (Haryana)

Mob.: +91- 9013827203; Email: sssinghindia@rediffmail.com
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Taiwan in November 2016 and thereafter editing/printing of proceedings. With his constant 
advice and guidelines, two more publications were brought out. 

I could get yet another opportunity to work with Dr Bhag Mal in the Trust for Advancement of 
Agricultural Sciences (TAAS), once again in the year 2019 to provide consultancy services for 
overseeing the development of success stories, strategy papers by different resource persons, 
reviewing and editing the manuscripts and processing these for final printing. With due support 
and guidance of Dr RS Paroda and Dr Bhag Mal, the TAAS has brought out two publications, 
viz., Biofertilizers and Biopesticides for Enhancing Agricultural Production - A Success Story; and 
Fish Farming in North India - A Success Story wherein I contributed. 

Dr Bhag Mal’s contributions are well known for managing several workshops, conferences, 
seminars (both as physically and virtually) and have been instrumental in bringing out several 
books, proceedings, success stories etc. of the TAAS and APAARI. I really appreciate how he has 
been so friendly and supportive of all my efforts. It is my profound privilege to work with such a 
cool, soft spoken, well-behaved, learned, and experienced person. I enjoyed working with him and 
it has helped a great deal in my personal growth. 

I wish to express my deepest gratitude for his faith in me. He has been an excellent friend, 
teacher, mentor and a great inspiration for me. I am indebted that he has inspired me greatly 
to pursue my goals with full dedication. I wish him and his whole family a very happy, healthy 
and prosperous life.
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Dr Bhag Mal: The Best Example of 80 Being the New 60

D r Bhag Mal and I had served the ICAR in different capacities and retired in almost 
nearest years, but still we had to wait for our post-retirement days for an opportunity 
to meet each other and work together. Post-retirement Dr Bhag Mal joined the Delhi 

office of Bioversity International (formerly IPGRI, the International Plant Genetic Resources 
Institute, Rome) as the South Asia Coordinator and I as Advisor of Biodiversity in the MS 
Swaminathan Research Foundation (MSSRF), Chennai. These roles provided us a stage for close 
working for about a decade along with Dr Stefano Padulosi of IPGRI, who was the International 
Coordinator of a project supported by International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), 
Rome and located in South Asia, Yemen, Egypt and South America. This project on different 
neglected crops laid focus on small millets in South Asia, involving India and Nepal. The 
leadership and coordination of the South Asian project component was entrusted with me on 
behalf of the MSSRF. The South Asian project partners, apart from MSSRF, included two multi-
disciplinary teams in the Agricultural Universities in Bengaluru and Dharwad in India and Nepal 
Agricultural Research Council (NARC), Kathmandu and Li-Bird, Pokhara, in Nepal.

This project on ‘Enhancing the 
Contribution of Nutritive but 
Neglected Crops to Food Security 
and Incomes of the Rural Poor’ 
had a comprehensive approach. In 
South Asia, it included enhancing 
productivity of minor millets 
through quality seed and improved 
agro-techniques, promoting crop 
diversity by farmer participatory 
seed selection, farmer preference 
to traditional and improved 
inter cropping system, and their 
empowerment to quality seed 
production. Post-harvest activities 
included deployment of simple 

S Bala Ravi
Former Assistant Director General (IPR),  
Indian Council of Agricultural Research,  
Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi 110001

Mob.: +91-9891106093; Email: sbala2001in@yahoo.com
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machineries to render drudgery-free threshing and grain processing, to facilitate value addition 
to improve bioavailability of these nutritious grains and opening opportunity for developing value 
added novel products and their marketing for increased farm income. Training and capacity 
building of farmers and farm women in agro-techniques, seed selection, quality seed production, 
operation of machineries, production of market driven value-added products and their marketing 
constituted other important aspect of this project. Two Indian teams of Home Science researchers 
from State Agricultural Universities in Bengaluru and Dharwad played important role in imparting 
several value added small millet products for home consumption as well as marketing hands on 
training on developing several value-added small millet products for home consumption as well 
as marketing.

This project provided me a close association with Dr Bhag Mal for about ten years during several 
field visits and interactions with farmers as well as the review of project progress on behalf 
of the funding agency (IFAD) by independent expert at all project sites and the annual review 
meetings at MSSRF, Nepal, Al Arish, Sanaa, and Rome. What impressed me the most about 
Dr Bhag Mal is his pleasing and jovial persona and forthright and incisive analysis of project 
outcome and practical solutions to technical issues concerned to project implementation by 
different partners. He was extremely helpful to the project team and highly appreciative of the 
achievements made by the team on minor millet productivity, value addition, marketing and 
over all farm income. I am proud to record that his guidance to the South Asian component of 
this project contributed to remarkable achievements at farm level, skilling the farmers, increased 
farm family consumption of value-added millet products and income from rural and urban 
marketing of these products. 

I wish Dr Bhag Mal “Happy 80th Birthday” and rejoice at his completion of 80 
fruitful and worthy enough years and wish him many more orbits around the 
Sun with Mother Earth. Age is only a number. But still, an 80th birthday is a 
pretty big deal, a major milestone. It’s a happy time to go back few decades 
and cherish the good old memories. You are the best example of 80 being 
the new 60.
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My Thoughts About Dr Bhag Mal Sir

I came into contact with Dr Bhag Mal Sir some years back in the TAAS office. From that 
time whenever I go to the TAAS office for any kind of work, he always gave me proper 
guidance and support in every matter with affection. I have learned so many things from 

him. At this age also, his enthusiasm and energy are a great motivation for me.

I would like to wish Dr Bhag Mal Sir many more years of healthy and happy life ahead.

Sanjay Deshpande
Liaison Officer,  
Mahyco Pvt Ltd,  
Ashok Centre, III Floor, E-4/15, Jhandewalan Extension,  
New Delhi 110055

Tel,: 011-23533366; Email: Sanjay.deshpande@mahyco.com
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Dr Bhag Mal : A Successful Person

D r Bhag Mal ji is esteemed person of our society. He is currently handling a very 
respectable and responsible position as the Trustee and Secretary of the Trust for 
Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS). He is very humble, perfect gentlemen, 

sober and calm person. In such an advanced age of 80 years, generally one suffers with indolence 
but Dr Saheb keeps himself very busy in his day-to-day scientific activities and other job-related 
tasks.

He is also very cautious about his health. It is scientifically proven that those who keep themselves 
busy in their life will live longer. Though he doesn’t need any advice yet I suggest him to enjoy 
his life and forget about his age. 

I am sure that coming years of his life will bring him more success, good health and happiness.

Successful persons like Dr Saheb are not gifted; they just work hard, then succeed.

Satish Gaur
Res.: 542, Ganpati Apartments, Sector 9,  
Dwarka, New Delhi 110075

Mob.: +91-9717228384 



A Commemorative Book106

M‚- Hkkxey% lgikBh ds lkFk ,d vuU; ,oa lân; fe=

v ius ije fe= M‚- Hkkxey lkgc ds 80 osa tUefnu ij mudks gkfnZd c/kkbZA tc eSa muds 
ckjs esa vius fopkj O;ä djus fy, dye mBkbZ rks esjh ;knksa dk ?ksjk eq>s 1958 tqykbZ esa 
[khap ys x;k tc ge X;kjoha d{kk esa vk;s Fks] u tkus fdl vkdZ"k.k us eq>s vkSj M‚- lkgc 

dks lgikBh ds lkFk lkFk nksLr Hkh cuk fn;k tks vkt rd ltho pyk vk jgk gSaA

eSa M‚- lkgc dk nksLr gksus ij xoZ eglwl djrk gw¡A eSa f}rh; Js.kh vkSj M‚- lkgc ges'kk çFke Js.kh 
esa ikl gksrs jgsA blh otg ls os mlh ih-th- d‚yst esa çksQslj yxs] ;g ml tekus esa cM+h ckr 
FkhaA fQj eSaus gh ,d fnu muls dgk fd HkkbZ ;gk¡ rks ;w¡ gh fjVk;MZ gks tkvksxs dgha Hkkjr ljdkj 
esa tkvks vkSj M‚- lkgc us lhfu;j fjlpZ vflLVsaV cudj vkbZ,vkjvkbZ ds IykaV baVªksMD'ku fMohtu 
esa Tokbu dj fy;kA mlds ckn HkkbZ lkgc us ihNs eqM+dj ugha ns[kk vkSj rjDdh dh lhf<+;ksa ij 
p<+rs pys x,A ;gh [kqfc;k¡ gS tks M‚- lkgc dh esgur vkSj yxu mudks mPpre ntsZ rd ysdj 
x;hA eSa dy buesa fodkj <q<us esa yxk jgk ysfdu eq>s ;s fuZfodkj feysa D;k d:¡] etcwjh esa budh 
dkcfy;r ds ckjs esa fy[k jgk gw¡A

MkW- lkgc esa feykoV] cukoV] fl[kkoV fcYdqy ugha] gaS rks flQZ eqLdqjkgV oks [kqydj galus dh 
vknr vkSj psgjs ij vyx gh pqEcdh; vkd"kZ.k ysdj nwljksa ls feyuk ,oa mudks viuk cuk 
ysus dk vkHkkl fy, gSaA eSusa brus yEcs le; esa M‚- lkgc dks dHkh xqLls esa ugh ns[kk viuh 
ftEesnkfj;ksa ls foeq[ku gha ns[kk] cgkus djrs ugh ns[kkA lgikBh] fj'rsnkj] HkkbZ&cgu vkfn lHkh 
budks vius djhc ikrs gSa o fo'oluh; lgk;d ekurs gS ge lHkh lgikBh M‚- f'kopj.k 'kekZ ¼iwoZ 
çksQslj g—fo] fglkj½] M‚- /kje flag pkSgku ¼iwoZ dksv‚fMZusVj&xsgwa] djuky½ vxj ge lHkh dks 
vHkh Hkh ,d txg cSBus dk ekSdk feys rks vc Hkh g¡lh&etkd Hkjekj dj ysaxs vkSj g¡l&g¡ldj 
cqjk gky dj ysxsaA

^^eSa tc lks;kchu çkStsDV esa Vhdex< ¼e/;çns'k½ esa 1968 esa Fkk tc thi lfoZl djkus >k¡lh tkrk 
Fkk rc MkW- lkgc ds lkFk gh Bgjrk FkkA mUgksusa ,d ckj eq>s QkeZ ?kqek;k vkSj eSus ns[kk muds 
lHkh lkFkhx.k MkW- lkgc ds lkFk cM+s e/kqj lcU/kksa esa jgrs FksA ,d ckj esa HkfVUMk ls fnYyh vk;k 
Fkk tc eSa muls feyus x;k rks vDlekr ml fnu MkW- lkgc ia[kk jksM tudiqjh esa ,d IykV ysus 
dh jftVªh dh rS;kjh dj jgs Fks eq>s mUgksaus dgk HkkbZ IykV vk/kk&vk/kk dj ysrs gS eSa jde yxk 

Satyapal Singh Panwar
(A Classmate of Dr Bhag Mal)

Res.: 44/2, Phool Bagh Colony,  
Meerut (Uttar Pradesh)

Mob.: 8979793566; Email: saloni.wgs@gmail.com
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nwaxk vkSj èkhjs&/khjs nsrs jguk ijUrq eSuas eukdj fn;k fd esjs ikl esjB esa IykV gSA ysfdu D;k 
vkt ds tekus esa dksbZ ,slk çLrko ns ldrk gS tks viuh O;fäxr jde ls nksLr ds uke IykV 
dh jftLVªh djkus ds fy, rS;kj gks tk,A ,sls gS gekjs HkkbZ thA

MkW- lkgc esa vkpkj&fopkj] O;ogkj f'k"Vkpkj] dwV&dwVdj Hkjk gSA os fufoZdkj thou ds /kuh jgsa 
blhfy, os Hkkxey ¼HkkX;oku½ gSA eSa M‚- lkgc ds yEcsa thou 'krk;q dh Hkxoku ,oa ek¡ nqxkZ ls 
çkFkZuk djrk gw¡ fd os vkSj mudk ifjokj LoLF; jgs] O;Lr jgs vkSj eLr jgsaA
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About Dr Bhag Mal

D r Bhag Mal, my close friend, is a person with full positivity and balanced compassion. 
In his eventful long professional journey, he has made significant achievements and it is 
time to rejoice and celebrate. 

The saying that ‘ OLD is GOLD’ fits very well in case of Dr Bhag Mal. We welcome

Dr Bhag Mal in the Octogenarian agricultural scientists ‘CLUB’’ of our country.

Dr Bhag Mal is a dedicated and highly dependable colleague.

I wish him a long productive life with good health.

Saurindra Prasad Ghosh
Former DDG (Horticulture),  
Indian Council of Agricultural Research,  
Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi 110001 

Res.: 68, Qutab View Apartments, Katwaria Sarai, New Delhi 110016; 
E22/2, Karunamoyee, Salt Lake City, Kolkata 700091

Mob.: +91-7291896891; Email:spghosh100@gmail.com
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Some Glimpses of TAAS Consultation Meetings
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Some Colleagues at TAAS

Dr Bhag Mal with Drs Raj Paroda, NN Singh,  
RM Singh and PS Sirohi

Dr Bhag Mal in Dr RS Paroda’s chamber with  
Drs ML Madan and MP Yadav

Dr Bhag Mal with Drs RS Paroda, VL Chopra,  
SK Vasal, Anupam Varma and JL Karihaloo

Dr Bhag Mal with some senior colleagues at TAAS

Dr Bhag Mal with Agriculture Minister Sh Radha Mohan Singh, Dr Raj Paroda & other participants attending 
National Dialogue on ‘Innovative Extension Systems for Farmers’ Empowerment and Welfare’



Bhagmal@80
Eightieth Birthday Celebration of Dr Bhag Mal

111

Dr Bhag Mal along Group of Experts in Brainstorming Meeting on Harnessing IP for Agricultural Growth

Dr Bhag Mal with participants of the Regional Conference on MAYA
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Dr Bhag Mal attending National Dialogue on Land Use for Integrated Livestock Management

Dr Bhag Mal with dignitories and participants of National Dialogue on Indian Seed Sector
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Person Creating a Work Environment

M y association with Dr Bhag Mal dates back to mid-1980s from ICAR-NBPGR. It 
became much closer as we together moved in early 1988 to ICAR Hqrs in Krishi 
Bhawan, New Delhi for higher national responsibilities in Crop Science Division. 

Together, we were involved in several management reforms and new R&D schemes.

Unlike the general administrative environment, where bosses want to hear what they like; in him, 
I found a senior to whom you can talk freely and frankly, with no fear whatsoever. 

In him, I found excellent qualities of both head and heart. His profound mental faculties to keep 
any subject in perspective clearly separating the emotional issues, is an excellent characteristic 
which I have always admired. A man with a heart of gold, he comes out as an unassuming, cool, 
calm and dignified personality, also highly persuasive, impactful and influential. 

In him, I found a person creating a work environment in which colleagues feel empowered to 
do much better with focus and passion. Naturally, he moved ahead with more national and 
international responsibilities in the Asia-Pacific Region. 

It was, therefore, obvious that I jumped with enthusiasm to write about him on being given an 
opportunity as the TAAS celebrates his 80th Birthday.

We were recently associated for a noble cause for superannuated ICAR scientists, and I felt 
once again lucky to work with him for a common cause. He has a vision with a detailed 
agenda for the welfare of the whole community of retired agricultural scientists in India. In 
our twilight years, it was once again a treat to see his never-say-die approach, and we remain 
committed to continue the cause taken up by him, and clearly remain hopeful under his 
dynamic leadership.

I will always be praying to the Almighty for His ever-continuing blessings bestowed on our beloved 
and respected Dr Bhag Mal. 

Shashank Mauria
Adjunct Professor and Independent IP Practitioner  
(Member, Bar Council of Delhi)

Former ADG (IT&TM, Intl Relations, Seeds, P&PP),  
Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi 110001

Mob: +91-9582898973, +91-8700945997; (R) 011-40793479;  
E-mail: smauria@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: Our Association from School Days with Strong Bondage 
of Friendship

I feel greatly privileged and honoured that I have been asked to write these few 
lines about my closest and best friend Dr Bhag Mal, retired eminent agricultural  
scientist.

We both have been good friends from our schooling time but actual strong bondage of friendship 
started after our matriculation (10th standard) examination. Here I would like to mention that Dr 
Bhag Mal passed not only in first division but he was among the topper students of the school. 
After high school, we became classmates in first year of agriculture in Janta Vedic Inter College 
of Baraut, Uttar Pradesh. Here also, he was topper of the class and we came more closer to 
each other. We did our BSc (Ag) and MSc (Ag Botany) together from Janta Vedic College, Baraut 
under the auspices of Agra University, Agra.

After doing our MSc (Ag Botany), we both applied for the post of Assistant Professor in Janta 
Vedic College (Agra University) and also for the post of Research Assistant in the Division of 
Plant Introduction, ICAR-IARI, New Delhi. At that time, we took a pledge that whosoever among 
the two of us will be selected for the position first interviewed will not appear for interview for 
the other post. Though, I was not selected but I was very happy to see that my friend Dr Bhag 
Mal was selected for the post of Assistant Professor in Janta Vedic College, Baraut and joined 
there. After about one month, both of us were called for interview for the post of Research 
Assistant in Plant Introduction Division of ICAR-IARI and Dr Bhag Mal kept the promise and did 
not attend the interview. Fortunately, I was selected and joined that post at IARI. We often used 
to meet and discuss about different things including agricultural research.

It so happened that after about two years, a post of Senior Research Assistant for Jodhpur 
Station of Plant Introduction Division was advertised and my friend Dr Bhag Mal was selected 
and he joined at Jodhpur. Thus, we again came together in IARI. This is how our bondage of 
friendship went on increasing. I will add that this opportunity gave him the chance to get 
senior positions one after another. Soon he became the Coordinator of All India Project on 
Underutilized Plants at ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi and also served as ADG (Seeds), ICAR. Later, 
he jumped to higher position as Director, ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi. Here also, he showed his worth 

Shiv Charan Sharma
Former Sr Economic Botanist (Wheat),  
Dept of Plant Breeding, CCS Haryana Agricultural University,  
Hisar 125004 (Haryana)

Res.: 102, Shiv Sadan, Aggarsen Colony, Balsamand Road, Hisar 125001 

Mob.: +91-9416312555; Email: shivcharans2012@gmail.com
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and potential of excellent leadership and got selected as South Asia Coordinator of Bioversity 
International where he served for more than a decade.

It is astonishing that even after his retirement, he continued working with the same zeal and 
vigour first as Senior Consultant APAARI and now as Trustee and Secretary, TAAS under the 
dynamic leadership of Dr RS Paroda. I know how he has been working in the ICAR which paid 
him the dividend that he richly deserves. His dedication and commitment to work, hard-working 
nature and honesty are the reasons of his being highly placed in the ICAR cadre. I strongly 
applaud his all-round achievements in the field of agricultural research. I congratulate him for 
all his achievements.

His power of writing, listening and reading has been wonderful. If he listens something once, 
he will never forget it. I used to feel jealous of his handwriting, I tried to copy but all in vain.

I wish him a long, healthy, peaceful and successful life ahead.
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Dr Bhag Mal: Revived A Forgotten Close Friend after 50 Years

H eartiest Congratulations to my dearest friend Dr Bhag Mal on his 80th Birthday. My 
association with Dr Bhag Mal starts from the year 1954 when I passed class 5 from 
my village school and entered class 6 in a nearby village school named as “Arya 

Vidyalaya High School”, Tera, Distt. Baghpat (Uttar Pradesh). Dr Bhag Mal, only (Bhag Mal) then, 
also got admission in class 6 after passing class 5 from other school from his maternal uncle’s 
village where he was residing. 

As we were in the same class, I often interacted with him and found very intelligent with beautiful 
Hindi handwriting which I tried to copy but could not succeed. I found him short statured but 
down to earth and very humble. He left the school after passing class 6 and joined some other 
school in a different village where his maternal uncle’s friend was the Principal. After that I lost 
contact with him for a long time. So initially, it was a brief one-year contact only.

Later, when I was already in job and shifted to Delhi from Sindri, we accidently met again at a 
common friend’s party in Inderpuri, New Delhi, after a gap of almost 50 years. We recognised 
each other but this time, he was Dr Bhag Mal working at a very senior level post of South Asia 
Coordinator, Bioversity International, an international institute under the CGIAR. Even after so 
much significant achievements in his career, I found him the same down to earth and very 
humble person without a trace of pride. Since then, we are in constant touch with each other 
through meetings, social events and other occasions as well as through WhatsApp. He is one of 
my best friends as he is amicable, humble, trustworthy, helpful and always smiling. 

I cofounded a girl’s high school in my native village in the year 1997 wherein Shri Rajnath Singh, 
the present Defence Minister of India was also once the ‘Guest of Honour’ and donated Rs. 5.0 
Lacs for this charitable school. Dr Bhag Mal also later got associated and became a life member 
of the Trust and contributed a lot for this school through his motivational lectures for the girl 
students as the Chief Guest and also through generous funding from time to time. His still 
continues to support and pay visits to the school every now and then.

As Dr Bhag Mal has completed 80 years of healthy life on 1st April, 2022, I wish him many more 
years of same type of life with good health, peace and prosperity in the years to come. God bless 
him.

Shiv Raj Singh
BE (Mech.) Hons., IIT Roorkee

PG (Space Engg & Rocketry), BIT Mesra, Ranchi (Jharkhand)

Mob.: +91-9810122070; Email: srsingh42@gmail.com
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M‚- Hkkx ey% esjs ekxZn'kZd] esjs xq:

M ‚- Hkkx ey lj ls esjk ifjp; vxLr 2011 es gqvk tc eSa igyh ckj V‚l esa baVjO;w 
nsus vkbZ Fkh] eSa cgqr uoZl FkhA tc eSa vkbZ rks Hkkx ey lj tksfd rc vikjh ¼APAARI½ 
ds dalyVsaV Fks] us esjk baVjO;w fy;k vkSj mUgksaus eq>s cgqr lgt eglwl djok;k vkSj 

dgk fd fcydqy Hkh Vsa'ku ysus dh t:jr ugha gSA bZekunkjh ls viuk dke djks vkSj vxj dqN 
le> u vk;s rks csf>>d iwN ldrs gks dksbZ dke le>kus ls euk ugha djsxkA

eq>s ;kn gS tc vDVwcj 2014 esa eq>s igyh ckj ,f'k;kbZ eDdk lEesyu ¼Asian Maize Conference½ 
ds fy, fons'k ;k=k ij FkkbZySaM tkuk FkkA eSa igys dHkh bafM;k ls ckgj ugha x;hA ;gka rd fd 
eSa bafM;k esa Hkh dgha vdsys ugha x;h FkhA eSa cgqr Mjh gqbZ Fkh fd vdsys dSls eSust dj ikÅaxhA 
rc Hkkx ey lj us eq>s gkSlyk fn;k fd rqe Vsa'ku er yks] ge Hkh rks gksaxsA 

Hkkx ey lj ls eq>s cgqr ls u;s dke lh[kus dks feysA dksbZ NksVs ls NksVs dke ds ckjs esa Hkh lj 
ls iwNw¡ rks cgqr I;kj ls lykg nsrs gS tSls fd ges vius isjsaV~l le>krs gSA lj ls eq>s vPNk 
ekxZn'kZu feyrk gS vkSj lkFk gh lkFk viuk dke iwjh fu"Bk ds lkFk djus dh çsj.kk Hkh feyrh 
gSA eSa vius vkidks cgqr lkSHkkX;'kkyh le>rh gw¡ fd eq>s V‚l esa vkSj M‚- Hkkx ey lj ds lkFk 
dke djus dk volj çkIr gqvk gSA

eSa Hkxoku ls çkFkZuk djrh gw¡ fd M‚- Hkkx ey lj dks yEch mez ,oa vPNk LoLF; çnku djsaA

Simmi Dogra
Office Secretary,  
Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS),  
Avenue II, ICAR-IARI Campus, New Delhi 110012

Mob.:+91-9718560536, 8130111237; Email: simmi.dogra81@gmail.
com, taasiari@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Great Human Being Par Excellence

I t is indeed a pleasure to be able to contribute to this compilation on Dr Bhag Mal. My 
association with Dr Bhag Mal goes back to 1990s when I knew him just as a colleague of 
my father. My memories from those days are of him sitting in his office at International 

Plant Genetic Resources Institute (IPGRI) and immersed in work for hours together. Later on, 
when I joined Bioversity International (earlier known as IPGRI), I had the privilege to interact with 
him at a professional level. Though he was no longer with the organization by the time I joined, 
the anecdotes shared by my colleagues bore a testament to how ably he had headed the IPGRI 
India office in those days. 

Since 2014, I have had the opportunity to interact with him on various occasions and different 
platforms. What never ceases to amaze me about him is his absolute commitment to his work 
and his eye for detail. His passion for work at his age is awe inspiring. Another thing that always 
strikes me is his humility despite all his professional achievements. 

On this milestone birthday, I wish him many more years of good health so that he continues to do 
what he is passionate about. 

Sonal Dsouza
Senior Officer,  
Project Management and Partnerships - Asia,  
The Alliance of Bioversity International and CIAT 
NASC Complex, DPS Marg, Pusa, New Delhi 110012

Mob.: +91-9818727183; Email: s.dsouza@cgiar.org
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Personality Ahead of Time

I t is a great pleasure for me to prepare this write up on Dr Bhag Mal, a dear colleague 
and friend of mine, whom I met for the first time some 25 years ago in New Delhi, at the 
office of what was then the International Plant Genetic Resources Institute (IPGRI) (which 

later became Bioversity International and more recently the Alliance of Bioversity and CIAT). 
Great is my admiration and respect for Dr Bhag Mal for his scientific stature and his relentless 
commitment in making this a better world through the better use of agricultural biodiversity. 
Our common interest in the conservation and sustainable use of underutilized species, including 
wild and cultivated species, has been the driving force of a long cooperation at the time of my 
tenure as Senior Scientist at IPGRI/Bioversity, while coordinating the institutional research on 
neglected and underutilized species (NUS), a work which ended in 2019 in view of my retirement. 
In particular, Dr Bhag Mal provided unparalleled guidance in the implementation of two IFAD-
funded Projects, viz, Grant 533 and Grant 899, which ran from 2001 till 2005 and from 2007 till 
2010, respectively. These were the very first UN funded projects dedicated to the promotion of 
NUS. India being one of the participating countries to such projects, numerous official missions 
that I undertook in South Asia together with Dr Bhag Mal, to visit projects sites or to pay courtesy 
calls to partner agencies, such as the MS Swaminathan Research Foundation (MSSRF) in Chennai.

It brings with me fond memories of the time spent with him, during which we travelled for long 
hours to remote communities in Tamil Nadu, Odisha, Uttarakhand or even in Nepal, the other 
partner country involved in these efforts. In those unforgettable travels arranged in the strong and 
reliable Hindustan Ambassador cars, we interacted with farmers, women and men, local experts 
and technicians, renowned scientists (such as Prof MS Swaminathan), academicians, politicians 
and just simple community members, who were eager to share with us the challenges faced in 
growing millets or to seek advice in making the most out of their orphan crops. Such trips were 
source of unique learning and human growth to me, as I was able to witness the great wisdom 
held by farmers in India on how to recognize, cultivate and use local biodiversity, whose resilience 
to climate change is today recognized as one of the greatest assets for the future of humankind.

Dr Bhag Mal played a great role in forging with our partners, at all levels, a genuine trust which we hope 
to have paid back during the course of the projects’ implementation, by providing them improved 
seeds and cultivation practices, enhanced marketing strategies, better processing technologies and 
cooking methods, raised awareness over the benefits of NUS, and in general, by supporting social 
growth, especially among the vulnerable groups, such as women and elderly people.

Stefano Padulosi
Former Senior Scientist,  
Integrated Conservation and Use Methodologies; Healthy Diets from 
Sustainable Food Systems, Alliance of Bioversity International and 
CIAT (earlier Bioversity International /IPGRI/IBPGR),  
Rome, Italy

Res.: Via Fossati 31, 85050, Savoia di Lucania (PZ), Italy

Email:
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To this last point, I am indebted to Dr Bhag Mal 
for his gentle touch during our interactions with 
local communities, as he praised the hard work of 
women, stimulating their sense of self-esteem and 
contributing to ignite their personal and collective 
empowerment. Dr Bhag Mal is also a renowned 
prolific scientific writer and I am proud to have 
jointly written numerous papers, which I trust 
have contributed to raise the attention of decision 
makers, in India and elsewhere around the 
world, over the need for the greater safeguard, 
promotion and enhanced use of NUS. 

I am very happy to see that Dr Bhag Mal has not 
been idle at all since he retired from IPGRI and on 
the contrary has been playing all along an active 
role in TAAS, in his capacity of Trustee and Secretary.

I am delighted to see that through his recent work, 
has contributed to promote further the knowledge 
on NUS for the benefit of the whole scientific 
community. I wish him many happy returns at the 
occasion of his 80th birthday! 
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Dr Bhag Mal: EIGHTY-Energetic, Inexhaustible, Grounded, Humble, Terrific 
and Youthful

It is said that:

“Count your age by friends, not years. Count your life by smiles, not tears
John Lennon”

G reetings and many many happy returns of the day!I have known Dr Bhag Mal for 
the last 35 years! A beloved person who has been a part of our daily lives, committed, 
honest, selfless, helpful, man of action with an ever- smiling face, greeting us in every  

   meeting over a few decades, a role-model to all of us. He has always done well, meant well, 
and has accomplished things throughout the expanse of his life that I could only dream of.

Eighty in Dr Bhag Mal’s life stands for- Energetic, Inexhaustible, Grounded, Humble, Terrific, and 
Youthful. I congratulate him on reaching this milestone. Have a great 80th birthday Dr Bhag Mal! It is 
evident that older things were built to last, built better, and with superior materials. At this age, most 
people forget most of what they’ve ever known; but not you, Sir ! He is as sharp as a track, and if I 
attain his sharpness of eighty at the half of his age (that is 40), I would consider myself a great achiever.

In my initial years after joining at ICAR-NBPGR, I used to meet him when he was Coordinator, AICRP 
(UUP) and Head, Project Implementation Unit, Indo-USAID PGR Project and later when he was 
South Asia Coordinator, Bioversity International (formerly, IPGRI), New Delhi, his words of advice 
and wisdom has boosted my morale a great deal. He used to be always in cheerful mood, making 
work fun, always has given meticulous guidance to me whenever I met him especially on seed gene 
bank/ laboratories infrastructure development, procurement of many equipments (both indigenous 
and imported). It all created such a sweet memory of the times which we shared together. He was 
always positive and supportive to the right cause; He has tirelessly dedicated his life to the cause of 
the ICAR institutions and its’ people. He stood by my side throughout my career as a great mentor.

The boxed gift that we presented him on his birthday will have a humble price. But the gift of 
wisdom and memories, which he has given to us is truly priceless. I don’t need books and teachers 
to tell me how to live my life when I grow up but I do request you to share us his “secret” diet 
plan that he has been following all these years. Even I want to be as healthy and hearty as him 
when I am eighty. He is RE-TYRING and not RETIRING. So, we wish that he enjoys his post-80th 
life (many more years) with his family and friends, full of health and happiness. In all these years, 
I was blessed with a very pleasant and rewarding experience. Ending, with a desire once again to 
work in close association, learn even more with a special wish to imbibe some of his good qualities.

Sudhir Kumar Jain
Former Professor, Seed Science & Technology and 
Former Coordinator, Prof. MS Swaminathan National Agricultural 
Science Library, ICAR-IARI, New Delhi 110012

Res.: D-34, Sector 36, Noida 201303 Dist. Gautam Budh Nagar  
(Uttar Pradesh)

Mob.:+91-9891500135; Email: skjainsst@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: An Accomplished Scientist and A Stress Reliever

I n 1998, as a greenhorn scientist from ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources 
(NBPGR), I had the opportunity to meet Dr Bhag Mal for the first time. He was heading 
the IPGRI (South Asia) and the office was located in the old campus of the NBPGR. That 

was the period when reports were accessed and read in hard copies! I used to request FAO 
for various reports and they used to be delivered through IPGRI office. Dr Bhag Mal graciously 
used to call me to personally handover the books. He explained to me how national programs 
and regional meetings culminate into global reports. He educated me how to draw more 
knowledge from tables and charts of such reports. 

During the organization of International Agrobiodiversity Congress 2016 (IAC 2016) at New 
Delhi, I worked as the Member Secretary of the Technical Program Committee. Dr Bhag Mal, 
representing APAARI, was a member of the committee. I recall, with fondness, his inputs in 
managing the technical program and the speakers. We were always running against the time and 
his calming influence helped me manage my responsibilities. During the IAC 2016, I convened a 
Technical Session “Science-led Innovation: PGR Informatics”. Dr Bhag Mal, as Co-Chair, managed 
the session very well, particularly providing the recommendations quickly. Brevity and swiftness 
are his hallmark. 

I am highly impressed by the way Dr Bhag Mal conducts himself in the face of stressful situations 
as well his excellent ability to bring out publications timely, and I would like to follow his 
footsteps. 

Sunil Archak
ICAR-National Fellow,  
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR),  
New Delhi 110012

Mob.: +91-9999421947; Email: sunil.archak@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Living Legend of PGR, Forage Crops and Policy Issues

D r Bhag Mal is well known in his areas of work, viz., plant genetic resources (PGR), forage 
crops and seed science and also policy issues related to PGRFA both nationally and 
internationally. He has several original research papers and reviews to his credit which 

are widely acclaimed. He has also proved his managerial skills through his excellent contributions 
in a wide range of activities of the ICAR in various capacities such as Director, ICAR-IGFRI; ADG 
(Seed); Coordinator (Underutilized crops), member of several Quinquennial Review Teams.

Dr Bhag Mal is a very knowledgeable person and gets deeply involved in any assignment he 
works on. He actively participates in discussions and makes his points in a very convincing 
and practical manner. His commitment has never failed and this I witnessed first-hand during 
the QRT meetings for review of ICAR-NBPGR (2013-18), when he was a member. He was 
very active during meetings, during field visits and also promptly gave his inputs for drafting 
the proceedings. He has excellent vision for sustainable development in agriculture and PGR 
particular. During QRT meeting, his critical observations and suggestions find the place in 
recommendations. His learned and vast experience always reflected during discussion at any 
point of time. 

Dr Bhag Mal is a leader who believes in team work and is well organized. He has excellent 
communication skills and a very positive attitude. Above all he is highly considerate and a human 
being par excellence. I wish him for good health and happy life.

Dr Bhag Mal with Drs MP Pandey, SC Dubey, Kuldip Singh
and other colleagues visiting NBPGR RS Hyderabad 

Dr Bhag Mal receiving memento from  
Dr SC Dubey and B Sarath Babu

Sunil Chandra Dubey
Assistant Director General (Plant Protection & Biosafety),  
Indian Council of Agricultural Research,  
Dr Rajendra Prasad Road, New Delhi 110001

Mob.: 9868414302; Email: sunil.dubey@ icar.gov.in
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Always Pleasure to Work with Dr Bhag Mal

I was introduced to Dr Bhag Mal, then Director of the ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi by a common 
friend of ours. He was very simple and warm, typical of a person, born in the upper 
Doab region. We continued to interact on various academic fora on the topic of 

genetic resources and their conservation. However, a closer interaction started during his 
association with the TAAS as a Senior Consultant and later as Secretary. I could get the same 
feeling of simplicity and warmth. His ability to go along with young colleagues is another 
inspiring quality of his personality. He has grown tremendously in his understanding of 
broader agricultural issues, ability to articulate them and put on the table efficiently. This was 
visible from his support to various activities of the TAAS, but it was more visible when we 
worked together for the committee under the chairmanship of Dr RS Paroda on ‘Secure and 
Sustainable Agriculture’.

He was very systematic in documentation of all discussions, including related to economics and 
governance, without any difficulty or shortcomings. It was possible because of whole-hearted 
support that the committee submitted a very comprehensive report to the Principal Scientific 
Advisor, Government of India within a short period of time. His writing skills were again visible 
from publications of TAAS and more recently a comprehensive publication ‘Accelerating Science-
led Growth in agriculture-Two Decades of TAAS’. It has always been a pleasure to work with Dr 
Bhag Mal and hope to do so in future also. 

I wish him good health, happiness and much more productive years ahead.

Suresh Pal
Former Director,  
ICAR-National Institute of Agricultural Economics and  
Policy Research (NIAP),  
DPS Marg, Pusa, New Delhi 110012

Tel.: 011-25843036; Mob.: +91-9818357791; Email: spl.econ@gmail.
com, director.niap@icar.gov.in
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Dr Bhag Mal: My Best Wishes for A Happy, Healthy and An Ever-
Prospering Life

A t the outset I express my sincerest apology especially to dear Dr Bhag Mal and to the 
rest of the TAAS staff for not being able to attend this auspicious event celebrating 
80th birthday of my most respected friend Bhag Mal ji. Equally I missed seeing several 

of my known scientists who participated in lunch hosted by the TAAS. I do regret missing this 
occasion for some unavoidable personal reasons. I extend you Sir my heartiest congratulations 
and best wishes on your happy birthday. 

In my own opinion and assessment, I find you a respectable and noble soul always ready to help 
me whenever I have visited TAAS office. 

My acquaintance and association with you have grown profoundly since you have joined the 
TAAS office and are carrying out an unusual burden and responsibility as Secretary of TAAS. It 
is indeed gratifying to mention that a handful of staff including you, Dr Umesh Srivastava, a 
talented and hard-working Secretary Ms Simmi had the fortune to work under the leadership 
of one of the top renowned scientist and administrator like Dr RS Paroda who has contributed 
immensely at national, regional and international level. 

I am sincerely proud of diverse activities that the TAAS has taken over in the past two decades 
and made wonderful suggestions and recommendations to ICAR and private sector on a 
spectrum of issues, most important and relevant facing agriculture nationally and globally. 
In this respect your contributions to the TAAS deserve a special praise. A series of wonderful, 
informative and impressive publications are now available for which the whole TAAS team has 
played an important role and the entire scientific community deeply appreciate your efforts. 
Simmi was kind enough to share many photos of this happy occasion. 

I pray our association will continue growing in future and your engagement with the TAAS will 
be strengthened and continue in the coming years. In the end I extend my very best wishes for 
a happy, healthy and an ever-prospering life for you and your family. 

Warmest regards.

Surinder K Vasal
Millennium World Food Prize Winner (2000)

Former Distinguished Scientist, CIMMYT, Mexico

Res.: C2-2394, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi 110070

Mob.: +91-9773948354; Email: svasal12@yahoo.com, skvasal@gmail.com
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Some Glimpses of Meetings with Dignitaries

Alliance of Bioversity International & CIAT (earlier IPGRI)
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Man of Calculated and Precise Words!

I have an honour of knowing and interacting with Dr Bhag Mal at different platforms and also 
as a member of various expert committees of ICAR and NAAS. He has been chair/member 
of number of committees which comes under crop science division of ICAR. I am really very 

much impressed with his very precise and to the point interaction during the scientific deliberations. 
His critical inputs and suggestions formed part of many recommendations of our programs and 
helped us in doing mid-term corrections of our AICRP on Fodder Crops and many other programs 
related to genetic resources.

Dr Bhag Mal, a plant breeder of international repute has immensely contributed towards agricultural 
research and development. His contributions in the form of 6 varieties of forage crops and 10 
varieties of underutilized crops are praiseworthy. He has successfully managed and coordinated 
several international projects and training programs. He chaired/co-chaired scientific sessions in 
several national and international conferences. He had also been member of several high-level 
committees at the national and international level. Dr Bhag Mal served as President, Indian Society of 
Plant Genetic Resources, NBPGR, New Delhi; Indian Society of Range Management and Agroforestry, 
IGFRI, Jhansi; and Vice President, Indian Society of Genetics and Plant Breeding, IARI, New Delhi; 
Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resources, NBPGR, New Delhi; Indian Society of Plant Sciences, 
CCSHAU, Hisar. He has to his credit more than 150 publications including research papers, strategy 
papers, books, book chapters and conference proceedings. He is the recipient of several awards and 
honours including ‘Dr Harbhajan Singh Memorial Award’ for his excellent services for PGR. He held 
several important positions, namely, Interim Executive Secretary and Senior Consultant, APAARI, 
Bangkok; South Asia Coordinator, Bioversity International, Rome; Director, ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi; ADG 
(Seeds) and ADG (Food and Fodder Crops), ICAR, New Delhi; and National Coordinator, All India 
Coordinated Research Project on Underutilized Crops, ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi. Currently, he is the 
Secretary, Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS), New Delhi. 

I am really very happy to know that the TAAS is bringing out a booklet on the occasions of 80th 
Birthday of Dr Bhag Mal. It is really a great tribute to the contributions of a reputed gentleman 
scientist, who has devoted his whole career for the advancement of agricultural sciences. My 
heartiest congratulations to Dr Bhag Mal on this special occasion. I wish him a very happy and 
healthy life ahead.

TR Sharma
Deputy Director General (Crop Science), 
Indian Council of Agricultural Research,  
Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi 110001

Phone: (Off.) 91-11-23382545; Fax: 91-11-23097003;  
E-mail: ddgcs.icar@nic.in 



A Commemorative Book128

Dr Bhag Mal: A Much-Valued Committed Senior Colleague and A Great 
Friend

I take this opportunity to express some of my feelings and impressions. I feel very fortunate 
that I could know Dr Bhag Mal way back in 1979-1980 (much before when I first met 
him personally) when I was at ICAR-NBPGR Regional Station, Akola (Maharashtra). Dr 

HP Bhatia, Officer-in-Charge there used to praise him so much almost everyday. In those days 
I had extreme desire to meet him earliest possible. In fact, I met him personally in 1987 when 
he joined as Project Coordinator (Underutilized crops) and then, I found him more than what 
Dr Bhatia narrated to me about him. In the very first meeting, I found in him a nice gentleman 
beyond imagination. We started liking each other so much that from 1987 till date, we are 
exchanging our ideas a great deal. When he was Editor-in-Chief of the Indian Journal of Plant 
Genetic Resources (IJPGR), where I helped him as one of the ‘Editor’ for a very long time in 
the Editorial team. When he left ICAR-NBPGR to join as ADG (Seed) and later as ADG (FFC) at 
the ICAR Headquarters; as Director, ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi and again as South Asia Coordinator at 
Bioversity International (formerly IPGRI), South Asia Office at New Delhi, but our association 
remained intact all the time. 

I find him an excellent human being and a most energetic and highly motivated and skilled-
driven individual. He is a silent worker, possessing deep knowledge on various aspects of science 
and always deeply engrossed in preparing scientific documents, particularly for the benefit of the 
policy planners. I also find in him maintaining excellent personal relationship to one and all. Apart 
his enlightened leadership both in terms of scientific contribution and developmental strategies, 
he possesses rare combination of scientific excellence and able manager par excellence. In the 
process, I adjudge him developing his personality in terms of high level of strategic judgement 
and adaptability and resourceful person, developing inter-personal relationship, motivation 
techniques, negotiation skills, communication ability, persuasive power and skills to develop 
win-win relationship with the network of seniors as well as peers and junior colleagues. Dr Bhag 
Mal is a person who always radiates positive energy. He is a gentleman to the core and a man 
personifying dedication and hard work. His humbleness and always willing nature of extending 
a helping hand with a smile has endeared him to one and all. Among others, his personal early 
fruitful association with a stalwart and a visionary dynamic leader, Dr Raj Paroda made him most 
dependable and trustworthy with bonds of vibrant affinity between them.

Umesh Srivastava
Consultant, TAAS & Global Forum for Farmers (GFF)

Former Assistant Director General (Horticulture),  
Indian Council of Agricultural Research,  
KAB-II, Pusa Campus, New Delhi 110012

Res.: A-503, Arvind Apartment, Plot No 9, Sector 19B, Dwarka,  
New Delhi 110075

Mob.:+91 9312508848; 8076387876; E-mail: srivastavaumesh@gmail.com
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M‚ Hkkxey okLro esa ;g ,d ^ghjk* vkneh gSaA budh #>ku vf/kdrj —f"k tSofofo/krk] 
i'kq&pkjk] ikni vkuqoaf'kd lalk/ku ¼ihthvkj½ ,oa vuqlU/kku çca/ku esa jghA budk fotu] 
çfrc)rk vkSj nwljksa dks le>k ikus dh {kerk] lkFk lkFk fo'ys"k.k dh {kerk vkSj fdlh dke 
dks djus esa ^fef'kujh mRlkg* eSaus lk{kkr~ ns[kk gSA 50&55 o"kksa Z dk budk O;kid vuqHko] 
vkt ds foKku ds {ks= esa] u,&u, uokpkjksa ds lkFk] vuqlU/kku çca/ku ds {ks= esa iwjh {kerk] 
budk fons'kksa esa O;kid Hkze.k ,oa jk"Vªh; —f"k vuqlU/kku i)fr ¼NARS½ ds lkFk çxk<+ vuqHko] 
Hkkjr rFkk nf{k.k ,f'k;k esa —f"k vuqlU/kku] jk"Vªh; ,oa varjkZ"Vªh; vuqla/kku çca/ku] rnqijkar 
—f"k&mRikndrk o`f) esa budh vxz.kh Hkwfedk jgh gSA M‚ Hkkxey ,d mEnk O;fä gSaA e`nqHkk"kh 
gSa] tks'k ls Hkjs gq, gSa ,oa dkS'ky esa fuiq.k gSaA ,d fo'ks"krk vkSj Hkh gS budh] budk ,d&nwljs 
ls ijLij&lEcU/k vfr mÙke gSA 

I would like to mention here that we both have commonalities which brings us together. He 
graduated from a college of Agra University, Agra. I also did my BSc, MSc and PhD from Agra 
University. We both started serving after MSc and completed PhD program while in service. 
We both work together for the Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resources (ISPGR) since its 
beginning and for its Journal IJPGR for so many years (around 20 years). We both worked as 
Editor and Editor-in-Chief of IJPGR for several years. I always interacted with him, at personal 
or at professional front and he is always very forthcoming. He is always a smiling, soft-spoken, 

Dr Bhag Mal with Dr Umesh Srivastava and Ms Simmi Dogra in TAAS Office
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cheerful, full of enthusiasm, bubbling with golden heart and sweetest words, not only for 
family but all the people in his proximity. This seemed to be a part of his persona and that is 
how he very successfully shoulder and execute any responsibilities given to him. 

;g esjk cgqr cM+k lkSHkkX; gS fd thou ds bl iM+ko ij ,d ckj fQj ls ge nksuksa lkFk lkFk 
^—f"k foKku mUu;u VªLV ¼VªLV Q‚j ,MokalesaV vkWQ ,xzhdYpjy lkbalsl&V‚l½* dks vxz.kh 
cukus esa iwjh {kerk ,oa tks'k ds lkFk yxs jgrs gSaA V‚l ds fofHkUu dk;Z dykiksa esa ge nksuksa dh 
tksM+h ^vn~Hkqr* ekuh tkrh gSA 'kk;n vki lHkh vuqHko Hkh djrs gksaxsA M‚ ijksnk ds lkFk ge nksuksa 
us igys Hkh dk;Z fd;k gS vkSj vHkh Hkh fQj ls M‚ ijksnk vkSj M‚ Hkkxey ds lkFk tc dk;Z djus 
dk volj feyk rks eSa vius dks /kU; le>rk gw¡A bu nksuksa foHkwfr;ksa ds lkFk çfrfnu dqN u dqN 
lh[kus dks feyrk gSA os dke dh ç'kalk djus esa Hkh vkxs jgrs gSaA blls gesa cM+k cy feyrk gSA 
bu 40&42 o"kksaZ esa M‚ Hkkxey esjs lkFk dkQh lân; jgs gSaA ge vius futh dk;ZØeksa esa Hkh ,d 
nwljs dh lykg ysrs jgrs gSaA eSa vki ij xoZ djrk gw¡A eSa rks ns[krk jgrk gw¡] D;k xtc ds vkneh 
gSa M‚ Hkkxey\ fdruh ÅtkZ gS] fdruh LVSfeuk gS buesa fdruk mRlkg gS] dke esa yxs jgus dk\ 
var esa eSa dgwaxk dh M‚ Hkkxey th dh vLlhoha o"kZxk¡B esa 80 ,d uacj gh rks gS] ,d cM+k lk 
uacjA vHkh Hkh ;s 80 o"kZ dh ^;ax* vk;q esa fdrus xfr'khy gSa\ ftruh ljkguk dh tk;] de gh 
jgsxhA eSa ijekRek ls çkFkZuk djrk gw¡ fd og buesa vkSj ÅtkZ@'kfä Hkj nsa] vPNk LokLF; j[ks] 
g¡leq[k j[ks vkSj ;s lekt dks viuh lsok,a nsrs jgsaA Hkkxey th vkidh vHkh mez gh D;k gS\ vHkh 
20&25 o"kZ rks dgha x, ugha gSaA vkius nqfu;k dks cnyrs ns[kk gS] xjhch Hkh ns[kh gS] ;kruk,a Hkh 
lgh gksaxh] vPNs fnu Hkh ns[krs vk;s gSa] ysfdu vki mu lc ls Åij ,d ^rjkls gqvk vn~Hkqr çk.kh* 
gSaA eSa vkidk vPNk ç'kald gw¡] 'kk;n vkids vPNs xq.kksa ds dkj.kA Hkjs&iwjs ifjokj ds lkFk vki 
LoLFk] lkuan ,oa lq[kh jgsa] ;gh çHkq ls fourh jgsxhA

Congratulations to you Sir ! Thank you.
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Symphony of Friend, Guide and Much More

Please accept my compliments and best wishes on the occasion of celebration of your 
80th birthday. It was long back when I came in contact with Dr Bhag Mal when he joined 
as Grass Breeder at the ICAR-Indian Grassland Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI), Jhansi 

(Uttar Pradesh) about more than four decades ago. During our long stay together in IGFRI, we 
used to have good interactions and discussions both in scientific and social events. Our families 
and children were also very close and in the latter part of Dr Bhag Mal’s stay at IGFRI residential 
complex, our families often used to visit to each other. It reminds me an intersecting event 
when we organized a group tour of six families for Bharat Darshan for 21 days in a luxury bus. 
We had chosen Dr Bhag Mal as the Team Leader and he organized the tour so well that all the 
members travelling together remained very happy and cheerful and had never complained for 
any difficulties whatsoever including stay and seating arrangement in the bus during the entire 
journey. This became exemplary for other such tours of staff. This shows his extraordinary talent 
and capability for leadership, management and coordination.

Dr Bhag Mal’s undying spirit and focused attention on raising the standards of research in 
the field of plant breeding and genetic resources will continue to inspire the fellow scientists 
and other professionals. The research teams who have worked under his dynamic leadership 
and guidance have grown up and also taken the research in their respective fields to greater 
heights. I am honoured to have worked in close association with him at IGFRI Jhansi, when 
he was the Director and I was the Head of Plant Animal Relationship Division. His democratic 
way of functioning and giving full authority to the Heads of Divisions and advising them 
for research and managerial aspects were indeed very useful. I consider .the period of my 
association with him as the golden period when he as Director sent several scientists abroad for  
foreign training.

Dr Bhag Mal is a very sincere, hardworking, polite, highly dedicated, unbiased, straightforward, 
very helping, highly cooperative, calm and soft-spoken person and is an example which one 
should inculcate. I wish him a long life with peace, prosperity and good health. 

VC Pachauri
Former Head,  
Plant Animal Relationship Division,  
ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI),  
Jhansi (Uttar Pradesh)

Mob.: +91- 9971091750 
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Dr Bhag Mal – A Legend in Agriculture Science Research and 
Management

I wish to convey my heartiest congratulations to Dr Bhag Mal for achieving eighty years 
milestone of wonderful and productive life. God may bless him long life and great success 
in coming year.

My association with Dr Bhag Mal goes back to fifty years when he joined as Plant Breeder at 
the ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI), Jhansi. Later, he joined the 
institute as Director and made a significant contribution towards research and development of 
the institute. Before retirement, I had privilege to work with him very closely in various capacities 
and received his valuable advice and guidance. He had been always guiding and inspiring force 
for me.

When he was Director, IGFRI, Jhansi, he asked me to work as Coordinator of Indo-UK Project 
on Grassland Research which was successfully completed under his dynamic leadership. It was 
a great learning experience for me how to correspond with foreign dignitaries in collaboration 
projects. This training helped me a lot when I got an opportunity to work as Principal Production 
System Scientist (Irrigated Agro-Ecosystem) under National Agriculture Technology Project 
(NATP) at the ICAR- Indian Institute of Maize Research (earlier Directorate of Maize Research) at 
ICAR-IARI Campus, New Delhi.

I had also privilege to travel with him to UK, Netherland and Canada and found how helpful 
he was during tours abroad. Once six Grassland institute families travelled in Bus for about 
a month under LTC (Bharat Darshan) and he was our team leader. He managed the tour so 
meticulously and beautifully that all members enjoyed fully and still remember his managerial 
capability.

Dr Bhag Mal is not only having excellent academic records, a great scientist and scientific 
manager but very humble in nature, loving personality and always ready to help others in time 
of head.

Once again, I wish him all the best for his life and professional career.

VS Upadhyay
Former Principal Scientist,  
ICAR Hqrs, Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi 110001

Res.: T205, Satluj Apartments, Gomti Nagar Extension, Sector 4, 
Lucknow 226010; and 

Res.: 323, Delhi Apartments, Plot No 15C, Sector 22, Dwarka,  
New Delhi 110077

Mob.: +91-9956154364



Bhagmal@80
Eightieth Birthday Celebration of Dr Bhag Mal

133

Dr Bhag Mal ji………My Impressions

I heard quite a lot about Dr Bhag Mal ji from Pusa’s friends and contacts…as scientist, 
science manager, science writer, man of few words, soft spoken and above all a man of 
team spirit. 

All came true slowly and slowly during my intensive interactions with him, now over last one 
year or so. It all began like this…. I heard Dr Paroda’s webinar in June last year organized by 
International Agricultural Group, Washington on Future Agricultural Scenario. It went very well. 
Dr Paroda Sir in his own way, threw open quite a few futuristic ideas on innovating technology 
delivery services. I liked it as a student of agricultural extension over for last five decades and 
proposed a similar kind of event for agricultural extension to be organized by the TAAS, and the 
TAAS team agreed in principle. I was excited to join the efforts in organizing the same. My initial 
contact, thus, with Dr Bhag Mal ji was well established. 

I had a series of meetings with the TAAS team to firm up the theme, the modalities of 
organizing the event, developing the concept note, speakers, minute to minute programme, 
etc. The one person noting down the actions without much of talking and providing the 
total back up to Dr Paroda was Dr Bhag Mal, the TAAS Secretary, the blood and vein of the 
organization. My correspondence and interactions grew richer and richer with Dr Bhag Mal ji 
as the event progressed. I saw in Bhag Mal ji good number of virtues, to name a few, sincerity, 
concerns for details, meticulous planning and serious tracking the follow up actions. His close 
association with Dr Umesh Srivastava also is exemplary. I personally was very happy to seek his 
support and guidance in organizing the Extension Innovation event on 8-9th of April, 2022. 
His concern for the quality and perfection was noteworthy. I have enjoyed working with him 
for over a year now and would continue to do so in future. Attending Dr Bhag Mal’s 80th 
birthday on 1st April 2022 at the NASC Complex was a great joy. I could know various facets 
of his personality. Speaker after speakers praised him that included galaxies of agricultural 
science leaders like Dr Paroda, Drs RB Singh, AK Singh, Anupam Varma, Umesh Srivastava, JL 
Karihaloo and many others. Dr Bhag Mal appeared to me as a man of strong family bonds, 
hardworking colleague, scientist of great repute, man ready to take the responsibilities and 
fulfilling the same with humane approach towards one and all and endowed with God  
given humility. 

VV Sadamate
Former Adviser (Agriculture),  
Planning Commission (now NITI Aayog), GoI

Res.: C-309, Kendriya Vihar, Sector 56, Gurugram 122011

Mob.: +91-9599557696; Email: sadamatevv@gmail.com
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I wonder on his capacity to take the challenge of running the organization at the young age of 
80, the real blessed one, to be relevant to the family and profession at this age. For last year or 
so, I found in him a good scientist’s friend and overwhelmed by his dedication to the science 
and technology. References to his overseas assignments were equally loud and clear on his 
contribution to agricultural sciences far and wide.

Wish you many more years of sound health and wish your contribution to Farm science and 
technology would grow further. Remain cheerful and young as always…. you have beaten 80 
with cheers of 18. Also, enjoyed your “Cut Fruit Lunch” followed by hot Coffee at the TAAS 
number of times. Keep it up.
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Dr Bhag Mal: My Guru, My Guide

D r Bhag Mal is a person par excellence, words fall short to describe his personality. My 
official experience with Sir is for about ten years which continued till date to personal 
level. I have worked under him as PA to Project Coordinator (Underutilized Crops) at 

the ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR), New Delhi. I clearly remember his 
keen interest in research and mentoring junior scientists with great fervour. 

Dr Bhag Mal used to value inputs from each one of us, including me even though I was an 
administrative staff. His ever-smiling and calm demeanour gave us the strength to go beyond 
our horizons to think, apply and produce good quality work. So soft spoken and an exemplary 
leader who helped us to deal with situations in the office and off the office. 

The high qualities I learnt from him are priceless and are applicable forever and always. 

V Vijayalakshmi
Former PA to Dr Bhag Mal,  
Project Coordinator, AICRP (Underutilized Crops),  
ICAR- National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR),  
New Delhi 110012

Mob.: 9599658017; Email: vijayagopal.1986@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Scientist Saint

I had the privilege and honour of working with Dr Bhag Mal in the ICAR-National Bureau 
of Plant Genetic Resources, New Delhi, during the early nineties. I found him to be a 
man, blessed with a very high IQ and with an equally strong EQ. This made him stand 

tall as an advisor, motivator, and a boss, who knew how to extract maximum work from his 
subordinates in a healthy and congenial environment. 

He is a great visionary and had a clear Road Map in place for the success of the All India 
Coordinated Research Project (AICRP) on Underutilized Plants (UUP) project and happened to 
be associated with him as a Scientist. His passion and enthusiasm for augmentation of plant 
genetic resources of underutilized plants, not only inspired me but also had a great motivating 
effect on other scientists working on UUP in India.

When I look back on my professional career, I find myself fortunate enough for having worked 
under the able guidance of Dr Bhag Mal, during my formative years which helped me to a great 
extent in shaping my professional career.

I feel delighted to know that the TAAS is bringing out a publication to commemorate the 80th 
birthday of Dr Bhag Mal. I genuinely feel that it is one of the best ways to pay our respect and 
gratitude to Dr Bhag Mal, a great human being, who has an immense contribution to our nation 
in the field of agricultural research.

May God give him a long happy and healthy life.

Vandana Joshi
Former Principal Scientist (Econ. Botany),  
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources,  
New Delhi 110012

ICAR-Directorate of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants Research, Anand

Mob.: 9466248996; Email: vj.nbpgr@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: An Inspiration to Younger Generation

T his is the occasion to celebrate 80th birthday of a hard working and devoted man who 
I have known for the past 20 years in my life. The professional journey of Dr Bhag Mal 
is as remarkable as his journey of life. It is rewarding to be associated with him and 

seek his teachings. He does not shackle himself to his age and works endlessly for the benefit of 
others and for the community. His contribution is immense in the field of agriculture and inspires 
the youngsters to write their own story of hard work. His actions speak more than his words and 
benevolence is his second nature. 

He has a long and close association with Dr RS Paroda, a pioneer in his field whom I know 
personally since he was the Head of Plant Breeding Department in CCS HAU, Hisar where my 
father also served as Estate Officer and Dean, Students’ Welfare (DSW). Dr Paroda’s daughter 
was my classmate in the Campus School.

Dr Paroda holds Dr Bhag Mal in high esteem. I hope that he continues giving his best and 
excelling in his field of agricultural research innovation and development.

A small token of regards 

Vijay Sethi
BE (Electrical), Proprietor, VS &  
Associates (Engineering Consultancy)

Res.: Ganpati Apartments, Sector 9, Dwarka, New Delhi 110075

Mob.: +91-9312944630; Email: vijaseth@yahoo.com
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Dr Bhag Mal as I Know

D r Bhag Mal jee is a well-known plant breeder of repute. I heard about him when 
he was Head of Plant Improvement Division of ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder 
Research Institute (IGFRI), Jhansi. He has a brilliant academic career and in the 

Council’s service, he held several important positions at the ICAR-National Bureau of Plant 
Genetic Resources (NBPGR), ADG (Seed), and while at ICAR-NBPGR holding the charge of PIU of 
Indo-US Project. He was also a Senior Consultant at the APAARI and also served as South Asia 
Coordinator of Bioversity International (earlier IPGRI). He published good number of research 
papers in the National and International journals.

I knew him closely after he became member of Pusa Association of Retired Agricultural Scientists 
(PARAS) and where currently he is the President of the Association. He is a soft-spoken scientist 
and possesses good quality of leadership. He is well known to the scientists of the ICAR-IARI, 
and sister organizations of ICAR located in Delhi NCR region. He has quality of leadership to 
help solve the problems of the retired scientists.

As a PARAS member, I convey my best wishes to him when ‘TAAS’ is celebrating his 80th 
birthday by bringing out a souvenir in his honor taking impression about him from his well-
wishers and friends. 

I wish him long active healthy life in the years ahead. 

Vishwash Chandra Sinha
Former Principal Scientist (Wheat Pathology),  
ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI),  
New Delhi 110012

Mob.: +91-9810352304; Email: vcssinha@rediffmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal- My Appreciation for His Contributions

I t is my pleasure to express my reflection of accomplishment of Dr Bhag Mal in the 
development of science and technology in India and beyond. I have my pleasure to meet 
him and interact with him in different regional and international consultation events 

in Dhaka and elsewhere. He has been recognized as an outstanding researcher in India and 
recipient of number honors at home and abroad. He led large number scientific bodies relevant 
to agriculture and natural resources management. Being a known crop breeder, he successfully 
acquired recognition in regional upstream research network in the Asia and Pacific region. 

Pioneered in plant genetic resources, Dr Bhag Mal has greatly contributed in the development 
of breeding tools and techniques in development crop sciences. This made him known to 
the region which has been reflected in receiving national awards and recognitions as well 
as occupying leading roles in policy making platforms in and around the region. His capable 
leadership made him to lead international positions including Biodiversity International based 
in Rome, Italy.

I know Dr Bhag Mal personally and found him a very excellent receiver of ideas and thoughts 
relevant to many aspects of agriculture development in the region. He maintains very good 
network with experts around the world in agricultural science and technology. I found him a very 
cordial and passionate in leading team of experts in diversified areas. 

I always enjoy his association in different events and wish his further journey ahead for the 
development of agriculture-based livelihood in the region. 

Wais Kabir
Former Executive Chairman,  
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council

Res.: Aristo Gulnahar, 1300 East Manipur, Mirpur, Dhaka, Bangladesh 

Mob.: +880-1715036732; Email: waiskabir@hotmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Guide of Sincerity and Dedication and Scientist Par 
Excellence

I t is matter of great honour and pleasure for me to pen down memories of my association 
with respected Dr Bhag Mal on the occasion of his 80th birthday. He is one of the 
youngest 80-year-old, I know- an inspiring and mesmerizing personality and guide to 

the young researchers for dedication and sincerity. I recall seeing him at the NASC Complex as 
South Asia Coordinator of IPGRI (now Bioversity International) in March 2005, the very first day, 
I started my professional career as a young researcher with International Rice Research Institute 
(IRRI). I came in close contact with him around one and half decade ago at the Trust for 
Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) with Honourable Padma Bhushan Dr RS Paroda. 
On the very first day, I was inspired by his humble nature but with a great scientific zeal along 
with dedication, motivation, and full of energy. I was fortunate to work with him in ICAR-Indian 
Grassland and Fodder Research Institute (IGFRI), Jhansi, where Dr Bhag Mal has served as a 
Director. I was so mesmerized to see that dynamism of Dr Bhag Mal has brought the institute 
to new heights and the staff was so appreciative of his modest nature and high scientific  
thinking. 

APAARI sponsored National Workshop on Foresight and Future Pathways of Agricultural  
Research through Youth

Yashpal Saharawat
Country Program Manager, India, and  
Principal Scientist, IDFC, New Delhi 110012

Mob.: +91-9311007818;  
Email: ysaharawat@idfc.org; yssaharawat@gmail.com
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Over past more than a decade, I have been fortunate to work with him for organizing several 
international and national programs organized by Asia-Pacific Association of Agricultural 
Research Institutions (APAARI) and the Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) in 
association with ICAR, CGIAR, Governments, private sector, farmers, and other organizations. 
Recalling association with Dr Bhag Mal would be incomplete without mentioning our joint 
workshops on “Motivating and Attracting Youth in Agriculture” under the guidance of visionary 
leader Dr RS Paroda. The first youth workshop “Foresight and Future Pathways of Agricultural 
Research through Youth” jointly conducted by the ICAR, APAARI and TAAS in March 2013, was 
the first in-hand learning experience for me about his patience, continuous follow up and timely 
delivery. I would like to thank him for guiding me through that process of conducting national 
and international level workshops and seminars. 

I am blessed to work with on day-to-day basis at the TAAS office and get his guidance. Now 
also he works with a zeal of young researcher, which is an inspiration for all the youth in 
agricultural fraternity. My family joins me in praying the Almighty for his healthy, happy and 
long life. 
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Late Shri Ram Kishan ji (father) and late Smt. Mono Devi (mother)

Dr Bhag Mal with his wife Mrs Satyawati Dr Bhag Mal with his son and grandsons

MESSAGES FROM  
FAMILY AND RELATIVES
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Happy 80th Birthday to My Eldest Brother Dr Bhag Mal

D r Bhag Mal is the eldest of four siblings (3 brothers and 1 sister) and I am the youngest. 
I remember, being the eldest, he always loved us and has taken care of us in our 
childhood. He used to make us understand and feel the value of education in making 

progress in life. I remember that up to his 8th standard, he was at maternal uncle’s place and we 
were deprived of his guidance but after 9th standard onwards, he used to come to village on a 
weekly basis and used to monitor about our studies. When I was studying in BSc in Baraut and 
he was working as Postgraduate Lecturer in JV College, Baraut, he did not allow me to commute 
from village to college and forced me to stay with him and Bhabhi ji where I had all the comforts 
and could pay full attention on my studies.

I remember that I was finding it difficult to get admission in B.Ed. which was essential to 
get the regular job of teacher. At that time, Dr Bhag Mal was posted as Plant Breeder at the 
ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi and I told him about this problem. Since he was keen for my regular job, 
he contacted the authorities of the College in Jhansi with the help of his IGFRI colleagues and 
arranged my admission in B.Ed. I then stayed with him and Bhabhi ji and completed my B.Ed. 
which was a turning point in my career. This helped me immensely in getting a regular job as 
a lecturer in the Adarsh Inter College, Daula, Dist. Baghpat, near our village and subsequently I 
was appointed as the Principal of that College and remained there until retirement. 

Dr Bhag Mal is highly respected in the village also and whenever he happens to visit the village 
to attend family functions and rituals, he is surrounded by many people asking for his progress 
and well-being. He is also very popular among the relatives and friends due to his polite nature 
and good behavior. He is very sincere, hard- working, well disciplined, simple and down to 
earth person.

I sincerely wish him a happy, healthy and long life. 

Anand Prakash
(Youngest Brother)

Principal (Retd),  
Adarsh Inter College, Daula, Distt. Baghpat (Uttar Pradesh)

Res.: 57A, Street No 8, Sangam Vihar, Najafgarh, New Delhi 110043

Mob - +91-8860057075; Email: prashantmanav22@gmail.com
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HkbZ;k dks tUefnu dh 'kqHkdkeuk,aA 

l kSHkkX; ls eSa rhu HkkbZ;ks dh bdykSrh vkSj ykM+yh cgu gw¡A MkW- Hkkxey ge lHkh 
cgu&HkkbZ;ksa esa lcls cMs gSaA os cpiu ls gh i<+us&fy[kus esa dkQh #fp j[krs gSA

os ,d es/kkoh Nk= jgs gSa ftudh çkjfEHkd f'k{kk muds uuhgky frrjksns esa gqbZA tgk¡ os 
i<+kbZ ds lkFk &lkFk vius ukuk th ds [ksrh ckM+h ds dk;Z esa Hkh gkFk cVkrs FksA cpiu ls gh cgqr 
esgurh gSA LoHkko ls cMs gh 'kkar gSA vius cMks dk lEeku djuk vkSj cPpksa ls LusgiwoZd feyuk 
mudh [kkfl;r gSA cpiu ls gh esjh NksVh ls NksVh vko';drk vkSj bPNk dks esjs fcuk O;ä fd, 
le>rs vkSj iwjk djrs Fks] fcydqy ,d lPps fe= dh Hkk¡frA fd'kksjoLFkk dh dqN ;knsa vkt Hkh 
rktk gSA tc eSa 'kknh ds ckn vius ek;ds esa Fkh vkSj esjs ifr Jh osniky jk.kk th i<+kbZ ds fy, 
Xokfy;j esa FksA ml nkSjku laidZ lk/kus dk ,dek= lk/ku i= O;ogkj gksrk FkkA ml le; esjs 
fcuk dgs os eq>s Mkd?kj ls iksLV dkMZ ykdj nsrs vkSj fQj esjs i= iksLV dj vkrs FksA HkbZ;k vkSj 
jk.kk th dk lac/k Hkh fe=rk okyk Fkk vkSj og tgk¡ Hkh tkrs Fks vDlj nksuks lkFk gh tkrs FksA vc 
mUgsa mudh deh cgqr T;knk [kyrh gSA

os cM+s gh Hkkoqd O;fä gSaA bldk ,d cM+k mnkgj.k esjs }kjk j{kkcaèku ij igukbZ gqbZ jk[kh gS ftls 
os iwjk o"kZ vius ikl lgst dj j[krs gSA tks vxys o"kZ ¼j{kkcaèku½ rd esjs çfr muds Lusg dk lk{kh 
cu utj vkrh gSA ftls dbZ o"kksZ ls eSa fujarj vuqHko djrh vk jgh gw¡A os vius mÙkjnkf;Roks dks 
Hkyh Hkk¡fr le>rs gS vkSj mUgs lân; iwjk Hkh djrs gSaA

,d Nk;knkj o{̀k dh Hkkafr esjs thou dh dM+h /kwi esa esjs 
lkFk jgs gSaA viuh esgur vkSj yxu ds cy ij mPp in 
ij vklhu gksrs gq, Hkh tehu ls tqM+s gq, O;fä gSaA vius 
in vkSj çfr"Bk dk dHkh vfHkeku ugha djrsA lHkh dks viuh 
eèkqj ok.kh vkSj O;ogkj ls viuk dk;y cuk ysus okyk mudk 
O;fäRo mUgsa vkSj vf/kd lEeku dk ik= cukrk gSA

esjh rks ân; ls ijefirk ijes'oj ls ;gh çkFkZuk gS fd bZ'oj 
mUgsa mÙke LokLF;] 'kkafr iw.kZ thou vkSj nh?kZ vk;q çnku djsA

/kU;okn!

Bhagwati Rana
(Sister)

Res.: Mohan Nagar, Janak Puri, New Delhi 110058

Mob.: +91-9868934972
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MkW- Hkkxey & ,d ekxZn'kZd] ,d çsj.kk Jksr

i je J)s; Mk- Hkkxey th dk tUe xk¡o ^VVhjh* ftyk ckxir ¼mÙkj çns'k½ esa ,d fdlku 
ifjokj esa gqvkA mudh çkjfEHkd f'k{kk vU; xzkeh.k cPpksa dh rjg nwj njkt ds xzkeh.k 
ifjos'k esa gqbZA viuh cqf) o çfrHkk ds cy ij lHkh ijh{kkvks esa 'kkunkj çn'kZu djrs gq, 

os vusdksa lkfFk;ksa dks ihNs NksM+rs gq, rhoz xfr ls vkxs c<s+A turk oSfnd dkyst cM+kSr ls ,e,llh 
djus ds mijkUr mlh dkyst esa çksQslj jgsA bl eqdke dks çkIr djuk ml le; lqxe ugha FkkA 
vr% jktiwr lekt esa ftlesa mudk tUe gqvk Fkk] mlesa mudh [;kfr QSy xbZ vkSj mudk uke 
gh muds ifjp; ds fy;s i;kZIr FkkA

Hkkjrh; —f"k vuqla/kku laLFkku esa p;u gksus ds i'pkr os fujUrj mUufr dh lhf<+;ka p<+rs x;s 
vkSj vusd mPp inksa dks lq'kksfHkr djrs gq, ,d çdk'k LrEHk dh rjg lHkh ds iFk çn'kZd o 
çsj.kk lzksr cu x;sA Mk;jsDVj] Hkkjrh; pjkxkg ,oa pkjk vuqla/kku laLFkku] >k¡lh( nf{k.k ,f'k;k] 
ck;ksoflZVh bUVjus'kuy ds dksfMZusVj vkfn mPp inksa ij dk;Z djrs gq,] fo'o ds vusd ns'kksa esa 
Hkkjr ljdkj ds çfrfuf/k ds :i esa dk;Zjr jgs rFkk Hkkjrh; —f"k ds vuqlU/kku {ks= esa viuk 
vewY; ;ksxnku nsrs jgsA

vius dk;Z ds çfr iw.kZ leiZ.k dh Hkkouk j[krs gq, Hkh] vius O;Lr le; esa ls vius ifjokj] 
lEcfU/k;ksa o fe=ksa ds fy;s le; fudkyuk vkSj lnSo muds lq[k nq[k esa Hkkxhnkj gksuk muds ân; 
dh fo'kkyrk rFkk lRço`fÙk;ksa dk ifjpk;d gSA vko';drk iM+us ij os lnSo lcdh lgk;rk ds 
fy, rRij jgrs gSaA lQyrk ds mPpre f'k[kj ij igqapus ij Hkh fdlh çdkj dk vgadkj mUgsa 
Nw rd ugha x;k gSA

1972 esa esjh NksVh cgu dh 'kknh muds NksVs HkkbZ vkuUn çdk'k th ls gqbZA rcls muds lkFk 
lEcU/k –< ls –<rj gksrk x;kA ;|fi Hkkjr rFkk fo'o esa os ,d egku oSKkfud] vuq'kklu fç;] 
vuqie dk;Z'kSyh okys fo'ks"k fu.kZ; {kerk okys ç'kkld ds :i esa tkus tkrs gSaA ijUrq mu lc ls 
Hkh vyx esjk mu ij ,d vf/kdkj gSA og gS& esjs fç; thtk thA

jktiwr lekt dh leL;kvksa ij fopkj djus rFkk lekt dh çxfr ds fy;s] lekt ds dqN çcq) 
dk;ZdrkZvksa us feydj jktiwr ,drk lfefr dh LFkkiuk dh tks 2006 esa jftLVMZ djkbZ xbZA vius 

Bhoopal Singh
(Brother-in-Law)

Former Deputy Education Officer,  
Directorate of Education, Govt of Delhi

laj{kd] jktiwr ,drk lfefr] ubZ fnYyh

Res.: E-160, Bharat Vihar, Kakarola, New Delhi 110078

Mob.: +91-9868506020
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vkBosa LFkkiuk fnol ij 25 fnlEcj 2014 dks jktiwr lekt dh egku foHkwfr;ksa esa ls eq[; vfrfFk 
ds fy;s Mk- Hkkxey th ls çkFkZuk dh xbZA mUgksaus bls lg"kZ Lohdkj dj lcdks —rkFkZ fd;kA 
tSls gh lHkkxkj esa muds thou] dk;ksaZ rFkk miyfC/k;ksa dks crk;k x;k] lkjk lHkkxkj rkfy;ksa dh 
xM+xM+kgV ls xwat mBkA cPpksa ls ysdj cM+ksa rd lHkh us muls çsj.kk çkIr dhA lfefr ds fy;s 
mUgksaus vkfFkZd ;ksxnku Hkh fn;kA 

2014 ds ckn Hkh çR;sd o"kZ lfefr ds LFkkiuk fnol ij mudk vkfFkZd ;ksxnku tkjh jgkA mUgha 
ds crkus ij vU; foHkwfr;k¡ Mk- Hkaoj flag jk.kk o Mk- ujsUæ flag jkBkSj vkxs ds fy;s eq[; vfrfFk 
çkIr gq,A

lsokfuo`fÙk ds ckn Hkh Mk- Hkkxey th yxkrkj ns'k vkSj lekt ds fy;s viuk vewY; ;ksxnku ns 
jgs gSaA muds 80osa tUefnol ij jktiwr ,drk lfefr ,oa esjh vksj ls <sjksa c/kkb;k¡A çHkq ls muds 
LoLFk thou ,oa nh?kk;qZ dh çkFkZuk djrs gSa rkfd ns'k vkSj lekt muds cgqvk;keh O;fäRo ls 
çsj.kk xzg.k dj ykHkkfUor gksrk jgsA



Bhagmal@80
Eightieth Birthday Celebration of Dr Bhag Mal

147

Heartiest Congratulations to My Brother-in-Law, Dr Bhag Mal on His 
80th Birthday

I am extremely grateful for the opportunity given to express my views and impressions 
about him. Dr Bhag Mal has been like a father figure to me, literally and figuratively. 
Even though there is big age difference between us, I have never missed the friend in 

him. He is always smiling, calm and brings lots of stable energy around those who are in his 
company. When my eldest sister got married to him, I was merely a kid of 8 years. From the 
day one of the marriage of my sister, I had a close bond with him due to his immense love and 
affection. He used to visit often to our place and with his charming personality, he used to treat 
everyone with the utmost respect and love. He had special concern about the higher education 
of children and often guided us in this regard. The best thing about Dr Bhag Mal is that he is 
very soft spoken yet profound in dealing with everyone around him, be his relatives, friends, 
family members or unknown persons. I particularly remember that whenever there were some 
incidents of minor disputes in the family, Dr Bhag Mal’s keen concern, sense of responsibility, 
and the way of handling the problem with empathetic disposition was always handy for which 
he was respected and loved by all. 

He has been a strong link between the relatives and does not hesitate to step into any kind of 
problems that arise. He is very calm and we have never seen him angry under any situation. He 
makes sure that everything around him achieves a peaceful state and his aura is indeed inspiring. 
The way he balances his professional and personal life, sparing time out for relatives, friends 
and the society is indeed excellent. I always learnt a lot about the hard realities of life whenever 
I happened to spend time with him. 

I wish him all the best for everything in life, and pray the Almighty to bestow on him the 
abundance of vigour, vitality, happiness, peace and good health for many more years.

Harish Kumar Chauhan
(Brother-in-Law)

Officer (Retd.) Punjab National Bank

Res.: WZ 1598G/IA/1, Nangal Raya, New Delhi 110046

Email: parasest@gmail.com
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80osa tUefnu dh gkfnZd 'kqHkdkeuk,a 

eSa MkW- Hkkxey ekSlk th dks djhcu 30 lky ls tkurk gw¡A esjh cM+h cgu dh 'kknh 
muds csVs ls 1992 esa gqbZ FkhA rHkh ls eSa mudh thou&'kSyh ls cgqr gh çHkkfor gw¡A os 
drZO;fu"B] dk;Zdq'ky] deZB] lgt LoHkko O;fäo ds /kuh gSA muds O;ogkj dk O;k[;ku 

ftruk fd;k tk, og la{ksi gh gSA mudk lHkh ls lnSo 'kkar fpr vkSj fe=rkiw.kZ O;ogkj jgrk gSA 
;gh dkj.k gS fd muls tc Hkh feyrs gSa rks gesa muls ckrs djuk cgqr vPNk yxrk gSA os fo"ke 
ifjLFkfr;ksa esa Hkh fopfyr u gksus okys O;fä gSA

gekjs firkth LoxhZ; Jh ukgj flag pkSgku th dk muls fo'ks"k yxko Fkk D;ksfd og muds lkFk 
le/kh dh rjg ugh] vfirq fe= dh rjg O;ogkj djrs FksA

,d ckj tc og Hkkjrh; pjkxkg ,oa pkjk vuqla/kku laLFkku] >kalh esa funs'kd Fks] rc gekjs firkth 
vkSj ekSlk th ds ije fe= LoxhZ; Jh fuokl th muds ikl ?kweus x, FksA ogk¡ tkdj mUgs >kalh 
dk fdyk] igqt ck¡/k vkSj c#ok lkxj tSls je.khd LFkyksa dks ns[kus dk volj feykA ogk¡ mudh 
dk;Z 'kSyh vkSj esgeku uokth dks ns[kdj gekjs firkth brus çHkkfor gq, fd ogk¡ ls vkus ds ckn 
gekjs ?kj esa cgqr fnuksa rd ^^>kalh dh dgkuh^^ gh ppkZ dk fo"k; cuh gqbZ FkhA

,sls mÙke xq.kksa ls ifjiw.kZ O;fä dk lkfu/; ikuk vkSj mudk vk'khokZn ikuk ge lcds fy, lkSHkkX; 
dh ckr gSA ;g dguk Hkh vfr'k;ksfä u gksxh fd gesa çHkq ls çlkn fey jgk gSA

mUgksaus vusd ckj mfpr ekxZ n'kZd cudj gesa çcyrk çnku dh gSA Šå o"kZ dh vk;q esa Hkh mudh 
dk;Z{kerk] 'kkar] lkSE; o /kfu"B O;ogkj lnSo gh gekjs fy, f'k{kk dk lzksr jgk gSA mudh o"kZxkaB 
ij dqN 'kCn ân; ls mn~?k`r djuk pkgrs tks bl çdkj gS%&

vki drZO;ijk;.k gSa] vki dk;Z:is.k gSaA
vki fe=Ro Hkko esa] f'k{kd :is.k gSaA
vki lqân;h] laf/kfç;] lqHkk"kh lnSo gSaA
vkidh vn~Hkqr dk;Z'kSyh] lnSo vuqdj.kh; gSA

lknj ç.kke ,oa pj.k Li'kZA

Jankesh Chauhan 
S/o Late Shri Nahar Singh Chauhan

Res.: Vikas Puri, New Delhi 110018

Mob. : +91-9811011068
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Dr Bhag Mal: An Eminent Personality Among Our Relatives 

F irst of all, I wish Dr Bhag Mal a very happy 80th Birthday. Dr Bhag Mal is an eminent 
personality among our relatives. He is my elder maternal cousin, about 11 years elder 
to me. I know him from my childhood when he used to visit my village Yahiyapur in 

Muzaffarnagar district of Uttar Pradesh to meet his Bua ji (my mother), Fufa ji (my father) and all 
of us in the family.

Actually, my elder brother late Dr BD Rana and Dr Bhag Mal were very close to each other as besides 
being cousins, they were classmates also and did their post graduation from Janta Vedic College, 
Baraut, District Baghpat (Uttar Pradesh). Later in service, they both were serving as scientists at the 
ICAR-Central Arid Zone Research Institute (CAZRI), Jodhpur (Rajasthan) and came closer. In fact, Dr 
Bhag Mal inspired my elder brother late Dr BD Rana to join ICAR service at CAZRI, Jodhpur.

I have never been so proud to be related to someone as to him. He is truly a special person 
and above all a fighter. He always had been and always will be treated as the parental figure of 
everyone not only in his family but also in the family of close relatives.

Kailash Singh
(Cousin)

Former Chief Engineer,  
Delhi Vidyut Board, New Delhi

Res.: H-229, Vikaspuri, New Delhi 110018

Mob.: +91-9313585072; Email: kailash229@yahoo.com

Dr Bhag Mal with his relatives



A Commemorative Book150

His endless wisdom and great intellect will continue to guide us through the darkest path to the 
light. Even if he is getting older on the exterior, on the inside, he is still as young as ever. He is 
always there to help everyone that needed him. Turning 80 and thinking about what tattoo to get, 
I think the best idea is his name and address.

On professional side, Dr Bhag Mal is an eminent agricultural scientist. As I know from my early age, 
his area of work in agriculture field is plant breeding. He had been member of various high-level 
committees at the national and international level. He has to his credit more than 150 research 
papers and receipt of awards and honours like ‘Dr Harbhajan Singh Memorial Award’ for the 
excellent service relating to plant genetic resources 

Apart from this he held several important positions, namely, Interim Executive Secretary, APAARI, 
Bangkok, South Asia Coordinator, Bioversity International, New Delhi/ Rome, Director, ICAR-
IGFRI, Jhansi. Currently, he is the Trustee and Secretary, Trust for Advancement of Agricultural 
Sciences (TAAS).

I wish you all the best for longevity of your, remaining life and every day ahead of you, continue 
to this planet. 

Dr Bhag Mal with my elder brother late Dr BD Rana in a marriage function of my son
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Heartiest Gratitude to Papa Ji

Our respected Papa ji has completed his 80th birthday on 1st July, 2022. I am extremely 
excited that I am having an opportunity to convey my feelings and expressions about my 
father like father-in law.

I always found my father-in-law very loving, caring, polite, humble and many such beautiful 
words will fall short in describing his intellectual persona and divine aura. It has been more 
than 29 years of my marriage; I never ever felt that he is my father-in-law. Sometimes I feel 
annoyed with the Almighty that why he was not kind enough to make my destiny to be his 
biological daughter. His aura and personality have given me huge recognition amongst my 
relatives, friends, and society for which I feel very proud of him. I have lots and lots of emotions 
attached with him which can’t be expressed in words. I also pray God that he should be my 
father in all my births. I wish him good health, prosperity, happiness and long life. 

His nature is very calm, peaceful, cheerful and having lots of patience. He is extremely helpful 
for all friends and family members. We had seen him always busy in his work as worship. He 
is extremely courteous, polite and down to earth person. These are rare qualities which we all 
cherish. 

Both my sons Mrigank and Devansh are all praise for their grandfather who is a great inspiration 
for them. He is very friendly with the loving grandsons and always guides them in the right 
direction and towards the path of being a good human being and to attain success in life 
through hard work. They often talk about his hard-working nature even at the golden age of 
80 with the same enthusiasm as in yester years and found his journey blissful, remarkable and 
inspiring. His wise words of wisdom and advice will always be remembered and cherished by 
them throughout their life, they say. 

I wish him good health, prosperity, happiness and long life and pray God that he will continue 
showering his blessings on all of us as ever.

Kusum Singh
(Daughter-in-Law)

Art Teacher,  
VV DAV Public School, Vikaspuri, New Delhi 110018

Res.: 301, Ganpati Apartments, Sector 9, Dwarka, New Delhi 110075

Email: kusus1611@gmail.com
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foy{k.k O;fäRo ds /kuh% M‚- Hkkxey th

d rZO; iFk ij vxzlj ifFkd dks foJke dgka\ fujarj pyrs jguk mldh fu;fr 
gSA thou dh pje y; dh çkfIr rd fry&fry tyuk gh iM+rk gS] rHkh mldh 
lkFkZdrk fl) gksrh gSA ,slh gh lkFkZdrk ftyk ckxir ds xkao ^VVhjh* esa esgurd'k 

& —"kd ifjokj esa 1 vçSy] 1942 esa tUes ^M‚- Hkkxey* th dj jgs gSaA M‚- Hkkxey th u dsoy 
O;ogkj dq'ky gS vfirq lkekftd xfrfof/k;ksa esa O;fä fdl rjg tku Hkj nsrk gS] ;g fdlh dks 
tkuuk gS rks vkils tkusA oSls rks M‚- Hkkxey orZeku esa VªLV Q‚j ,MokalesaV v‚Q ,fxzdYpjy 
lkbalsl ¼V‚l½ esa VªLVh gSa rFkk mlds lfpo Hkh gSa ijUrq iwoZ esa vikjh ¼,f'k;k iSflfQd ,lksfl,'ku 
v‚Q ,xzhdYpjy fjlpZ baLVhVw'kUl½ esa dk;Zdkjh lfpo rFkk ofj"B lykgdkj Hkh jgs gSaA ysfdu 
ftl rjg ls fujarj os viuh deZBrk] lfØ;rk vkSj ysfdu ftl rjg ls fujarj os viuh deZBrk] 
lfØ;rk vkSj ltxrk ls lkekftd dk;ksaZ esa igpku cuk jgs gSa] mldh ftruh rkjhQ dh tk, 
og de gSA

funk Qktyh th dk ,d 'ksj gS&

^gj vkneh esa gksrs gSa nl&chl vkneh]
ftldks Hkh ns[k jgs gks mls dbZ ckj ns[kukA^

;g 'ksj M‚- Hkkxey th ds thou ij iw.kZr% pfjrkFkZ gksrk gSA vkt Hkh eq>s og 1992 dh jkr ;kn 
gS tc esjh muls igyh eqykdkr gqbZ FkhA igyh gh eqykdkr esa eSa muds O;fäRo dk dk;y gks x;k 
FkkA muds O;fäRo esa f'k{kk] Kku vkSj lsok dh f=ewfrZ dk okl gSA 'kk;n blh dkj.k tc eSaus muls 
vius xkao esa yM+fd;ksa dh f'k{kk dh n'kk ij ckr dh rks mUgksaus dgk dh ;g lekt ds fy, cgqr 
t:jh gS dh xzkeh.k yM+fd;ksa dks f'k{kk nh tk,A muls ckr djds esa jke ukscy c<+k vkSj geus Bkuk 
dh Qtyiqj ckxir esa dsoy yM+fd;ksa ds fy, ,d Ldwy [kksyk tk, vkSj geus ,d VªLV cuk;kA 
bl VªLV ds u dsoy fuekZ.k vfirq mldks vkxs c<+kus ds fy, vkt rd fujarj M‚- Hkkxey th 
ru&eu vkSj /ku] ls lg;ksx dj jgs gSaA iwlk laLFkku esa oSKkfud gksus ds ckotwn vius O;Lrre 
le; esa ls le; fudkydj gekjs vkxzg ij uoacj 2010 ls uoacj 2015 rd 'kkafr nsoh dU;k baVj 
dkyst] Qtyiqj] ckxir ds ps;jeSu ds nkf;Ro dk fuokZg fd;kA bl chp os fujarj Ldwy esa tkrs 
jgs vkSj dSls ml baVj dkyst dh yM+fd;ksa dk lokaZxh.k fodkl gks blds ckjs esa lksprs jgsA

Naresh Verma
(Relative)

WZ-250B, Inder Puri, New Delhi 110012

Mob.: +91-9968302342
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^lknk thou mPp fopkj^ dks vius thou&'kSyh esa pfjrkFkZ djus okys ^Hkkxey th^ tSlk O;fäRo 
lekt ds fy, ,d ojnku gh gSA muds eueksgh O;fäRo dh [kkfl;r gS eqLdqjkrk psgjk] çlUu 
O;fäRo] lkeus okys dks le> ysus dk dkS'ky vkSj vko';d gks rks enn djus dh ço`fÙkA ,d dke 
ls nwljs dke esa] ,d çdYi ls nwljs çdYi esa vkSj ,d dk;ZØe ls nwljs dk;ZØe esa vkrs&tkrs os 
Fkdrs ugha gSa] ;qokvksa tSlh mtkZ lnSo muds psgjs ij fo|eku jgrh gSA muds O;fäRo ds vusd 
xq.k gSaA NksVs esa NksVk vkSj cM+s esa cM+k gksuk mUgsa vkrk gSA yksxksa ds chp jguk mudk LoHkko gSA 
HkhM+ esa os je tkrs pkgs fQj os ikfjokfjd yksx gks ;k fe=&eaMyh gksA mudk lgt lh/kk&lknk 
çlUu LoHkko ls ,slk gks ikrk gSA mudh O;fäRo&'kSyh vçfre gSA ^M‚- Hkkxeyth *tSls O;fä 
dh vkSj rVLFkrk ls ns[kuk laHko ugha gSA Le`fr;ksa dh xBjh ls ;knksa dh yfM+;ka /khjs&/khjs ckgj 
fudy vkrh gSaA eu ds ,d dksus esa ?kj dj cSBh mudh ;knsa ekSdk feyrs gh mQu mBrh gSaA esjs 
tSls ds thou esa muds vfLrRo dh vuqHkwfr djkrh gSaA

ejkBh lar rqdkjke dk ,d dFku gS& 

^loZ fl)hps gs dkj.k! eu djk js çlUu^A
¼eu dks çlUu j[kuk gh lkjh miyfC/k;ksa dk ewy gSA½ 

M‚- Hkkxey th ds thou dh miyfC/k;ksa dk ewy dkj.k mudk çlUu O;fäRo dk gSA muds lEidZ 
esa vkus okys gj O;fä dks çlUu j[kus vkSj blls lekt ds çR;sd {ks= esa çlUurk fuekZ.k djus 
dk os ç;kl djrs gSaA muds thou&dk;Z ls vuqHko gksrk gS fd gesa çkIr ekuo thou fdl rjg 
lQy cuk;k tk,A vius dr`ZRo ls vius thou vkSj bl tUe dks ;'kLoh cukus okys esa ^Hkkxey* 
th ds ckjs esa] muds O;fäRo ds ckjs esa esjs tSls lkekU; O;fä }kjk vf/kd fy[kuk vkdk'k ds 
rkjs fxuus tSlk gSA cM+s yksx okdbZ vius Kku vkSj deZ ls cM+s gksrs gSaA Hkkxey th ds mÙkqax 
O;fäRo dks ç.kke! vkSj Hkxoku ls dkeuk dh os nh?kkZ;q gksa lifjokj LoLFk jgrs gq, thou esa 
vkxs c<+rs jgsaA
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Dr Bhag Mal: A Key Role Model in Shaping My Career

C ertain people in our lives have special ability to inspire. They generously guide and motivate 
and brace to take right decision in personal as well professional life. They influence us 
by the way they faced challenges, and grew up well in odd situations. Though, there are 

many people inspired me in life, my cousin brother Dr Bhag Mal has always been a role model 
for me, for my family and for my extended family also. He set an example for the forthcoming 
generation too to become a successful man in professional, social and personal life.

Since my childhood, I know my brother who has always been very close to my father (maternal 
uncle of Dr Bhag Mal), has always encouraged my father to provide best education to us. My 
father keeps telling me the challenge that Dr Bhag Mal faced during his early childhood times 
and how he has overcome these challenges. I was thrilled to hear his life story that he was born 
and brought up in a village and in a joint farming family has no predisposition to educate their 
children due to scarcity of money and resources. In spite of this, he preferred to stay in the town, 
and lived independently so as to concentrate on his education. On week days, he used to walk 
10-12 km to come to village due to lack of road connectivity. Dr Bhag Mal is also a role model in 
the lives of most people who have the privilege of knowing his careers cycle. The reasons why I 
value my brother are his confidence, hard work, and his benevolence. He had always been very 
caring for himself and for his parents and other family members. He faced such adverse and 
hard times that many would have quit the situation hopelessly. One more thing I respect my 
brother for his strong determination to work hard and still at the age of 80 years he is actively 
engaged and contributing significant towards the growth of agriculture being a Trustee and the 
Secretary of the Trust for Advancement of Agriculture under the dynamic leadership of Dr RS 
Paroda, Chairman, TAAS.

He played a key role in shaping my career because he kept on counselling me to write exam 
for professional degree in GBPA&T, Pantnagar. Being associated with ICAR and CGIAR system, 
he visited my hostel during my stay in Pantnagar and Ranichauri, the Hill Campus of Pantnagar 
University. His son Sanjeev and me entered the Pantnagar University the same year and 
whenever Dr Bhag Mal used to come to the campus to meet Sanjeev, he always came to my 
room also and provided moral support to do best in my education. He always inspired me to 
work hard for better future and treated me like his own son so that I never felt left out. This is 

Pawan Kumar
(Maternal Cousin)

Director,  
Agriculture Development, SN Sehgal Foundation,  
Plot No 34, Sector 44, Institutional Area, Gurugram 122003 (Haryana)

Mob.: +91-9971695916; Email: pawan_2000br@yahoo.co.in
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not common with most people. However, he truly cares for and appreciates me as his younger 
cousin. He has moulded my life by showing me the three most important things in life, which 
are optimism, hard work and kindness. Dr Bhag Mal bhai sahab is a true inspiration in my 
life. He has shown me that having the right attitude and values you can influence the people 
around you. However, I can only try and aspire to be like him. At professionally, I spent very 
less time with him but get in touch with him on all family functions and rituals. I interact with 
him whenever I get the chance and learn something new from him every time. Undoubtedly, 
he was and will remain the role model for me and everyone who knows him personally, socially 
and professionally. 

My heartiest congratulations to him on his 80th birthday and I wish him a long, peaceful and 
healthy life and all the best is his future endeavours. 
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My Sincere Gratitude to Dr Bhag Mal Papa ji on His 80th Birthday

I came in contact with Dr Bhag Mal ji when I got married with his younger daughter 
Sangeeta. Now it has been more than 25 years of my married life. During all these 
years, I always found that all the members in his family are very nice but he himself 

is an extraordinary personality I have ever seen. He values very much the relations with his 
colleagues, friends and relatives and always tries to maintain the intimate bond with all of 
them. He often pays visits to us to know about our wellbeing and specially to console my father 
who is bed-ridden for more than a decade. He sits with him for hours and chats with him on 
various issues especially his health, medication and the precautions and above all to encourage 
him to fight with the situation with courage, confidence and strong will power. I found him 
very affectionate with my children who are also very friendly with him, He is so popular in 
our family and relations that everyone has especial attachment and even my younger sister in 
Sydney, Australia keeps on enquiring about the well-being of Dr Bhag Mal and his family and 
pays visit to their place whenever she comes to India.

I have observed him attending all functions, rituals and social events even if he is very busy in 
his official engagements. If there are moments of some difference of opinion in the families 
of relatives, he is the person who takes lead to sort out the issues amicably because he is a 
very mature and balanced person and has the capability of convincing people having diverse 
views. He is very calm, humble, well behaved, generous, very helpful, down to earth person 
and never loses. He in fact is a role model for many around him his temper. I am sure and 
confident enough in saying that it is very tough and rare to find a personality and gem like Dr 
Bhag Mal Papa ji.

I pray to God for his long, healthy and peaceful life so that he continues to shower his blessings 
on us.

Pawan Kumar
(Son-in-Law)

Medical Officer, MCD

Res.: RZ-88/345, St. No. -12, Mohan Nagar,  
Pankha Road, New Delhi 110046

Mob.:+91-9811323240; Email: drpkumar13@gmail.com
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My Father: A Philosopher, A Scientist, An intellectual, A Critic, and A 
Thinker 

“One father is more than a thousand schoolmasters.” 
- George Herbert

Thank you, Papa ji – for everything you have done for me that shaped me and made me 
who I am. No words of mine can tell you, the things I really feel. As your son, the view 
from atop your shoulders was the best I’ve ever had. I see more, know more and can do 

more because of you. 

I know you to be warm-hearted and caring, loving, and nurturing. I know you to be soft and 
thoughtful. I know you to be a philosopher of sorts, a scientist, an intellectual, a critic, and a 
thinker of deep thoughts. I know you to be humble with lots of patience, and a holder of sacred 
thoughts. I know you to be all of these things and more. Your love and guidance have been and 
will always be my most cherished gifts in this lifetime. This not only makes me proud to be your 
son but also makes me cherish all the gifts life has bestowed upon me.

One of the most important lessons I learned from you was the value of keeping your word. 
Honesty has always been one of the most important virtues to you. You taught me the 
importance of keeping your word and fulfilling the promises you make to others. Because of 
you, I have been careful about who I give my word to. Thus, I am now known as a man of 
integrity. During the past 53 years of my life with you, I don’t remember any instance when 
you ever scolded me. 

Thank you for cheering me always in my pursuits, whether in sports, academics, or at times 
when I was in doldrums in my career. I really admire you the way you supported me during my 
hard times when I suffered with home sickness issues. You never pushed me towards a path you 
chose and, instead, guided me towards the one that you believe is the best for me. There is no 
possible way I could pay you back for all that you have done for me growing up. I would not be 
who I am today without your guidance and love.

You showed me that when something has to be done, you should do your share in accomplishing 
it, no matter how simple or difficult is the task. I am now a working man and a father of a 

Sanjeev Singh
(Son)

Executive Engineer,  
NDMC, Sansad Marg, New Delhi-110001

Res.: 301, Ganpati Apartments, Sector 9, Dwarka, New Delhi 110075

Mob.: +91-9899903032 ; Email: sanjeevvasu.dev@gmai.com
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working boy, and these lessons you have imparted are always in my mind. Because of this, I have 
learned to appreciate opportunities in life, and I owe it all to you.

As I walk on the path you have shown me, pretty much in your footsteps, I dream and aim to be 
at least half as awesome as you. You have given me the best things in life: your time, your care, 
and your love and your affection. 

*It will be difficult to follow your footsteps, but I will do my best because that is how you raised 
me!!

*I pray God from the bottom of my heart for your happiness, peace, good health and long life.
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Absolute GRACE Personified

T here is no doubt that my father’s role had been very vital in my life. He is the one 
whom I admire the most. I am who I am because of the influence he has had and 
continues to have on me. I remember my childhood fondly with him always taking 

out time to play with me, catch up on all the happenings in my day-to-day activities in school 
and at home and even massaging my aching legs until I could fall asleep. He has always been 
patient, soft-spoken, attentive, and like a friend. He is the first person to whom I prefer to 
approach whenever I face any problem or difficulty as well as during our happy moments and 
I am happy to say that I am received with the same attention as always which means a lot to 
me.

I remember one important instance when my son got seriously sick, I informed my father and 
he immediately stepped-in as a helping hand; he cancelled his very important meeting and 
devoted full time taking care of my son and also kept me and my husband consoled and gave 
courage to us. This stability in demeanour is what I have always admired and tried to emulate 
in my life as well. It is perhaps one of the greatest lessons that I have learnt from my father. 
Both of my children also have a special bond with my father. My son Roshil often talks about 
his career concerns with him, seeking his advice, while my daughter Rishima and he connect 
well through talks about sports and entertainment.

My father has made me equipped enough to make my decisions and more importantly to 
learn how to deal with the consequences of the decisions. I feel that people often forget the 
latter because they are so engaged in making the right decision. I have always seen my father 
being stern in his decisions and instantly building mind maps to critically analyse and take care 
of implementing the decisions appropriately. It has honestly made me feel very confident in 
making major decisions in life after a careful thought and it all roots back to him.

I am so lucky to have such an amazing father as a constant presence in my life. I hope to 
always be illuminated under his warm light and continue to make him proud as he has made 
me so. Happy 80th birthday, Papaji! May God bless you with a happy, peaceful, healthy and 
long life.

Sangeeta Singh
(Younger Daughter)

Res.: RZ-88/345, St. No. -12, Mohan Nagar,  
Pankha Road, New Delhi 110046

Mobile: +91-9811085854
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,d deZB] 'kkarfpÙk] e`nqHkk"kh] Lusgh] vuq'kkflr ,oa fo'oluh; thoulkFkh

eS a loZçFke vius ifr M‚- Hkkxey th dks muds 80osa tUefnu dh cgqr&cgqr 'kqHkdkeuk,a 
nsrh gwaA eq>s vius ifr ds ckjs esa vius fopkj O;ä djus dk lkSHkkX; feyk gS] tks 
vklku dke ugha gS] ysfdu eSa muds ckjs esa tks eglwl djrh gw¡ mls fy[kus dh dksf'k'k 

djrh gw¡A

eq>s vius ifr ds ckjs esa vius fopkj O;ä djus dk lkSHkkX; feyk gS] tks vklku dke ugha gS] 
ysfdu eSa muds ckjs esa tks eglwl djrh gw¡ mls fy[kus dh dksf'k'k djrh gw¡A esjh 'kknh M‚ lkgc 
ds lkFk 18 o"kZ dh cgqr de mez gqbZ vkSj os rc 21 o"kZ ds Fks vkSj mUgksaus Lukrd dh i<+kbZ iwjh 
dh FkhA eSa vius ikap HkkbZ&cguksa ¼3 cgusa vkSj 2 HkkbZ½ esa lcls cMh Fkh] blfy, esjs ekrk&firk us 
'kh?kz fookg djus ij nokc Mkyk D;ksafd os viuh ftEesnkjh le; ls iwjk djuk pkgrs FksA gkykafd 
M‚DVj lkgc viuh mPpre f'k{kk çkIr fd;s fcuk fookg djus dks rS;kj ugha FksA ysfdu fj'rsnkjksa 
ds ncko ds vkxs mudks >qduk iM+kA vius vkRefo'okl vkSj –<+fu'p; ls mUgksaus viuh i<+kbZ tkjh 
j[kh vkSj 'kknh ds nks lky ckn ,e,llh dh i<+kbZ iwjh dhA pwafd eSa fnYyh esa iSnk gqbZ vkSj esjk 
ikyu&iks"k.k Hkh fnYyh esa gqvk Fkk] blfy, xk¡o ds okrkoj.k esa Lo;a dks <kyuk esjs fy, okdbZ 
cgqr eqf'dy FkkA ysfdu M‚- lkgc us ges'kk esjk iw.kZ leFkZu fd;k vkSj lHkh ifjokj okyksa dks euk 
fy;k] ftlds dkj.k ifjokj ds fdlh Hkh lnL; us eq>s dksbZ dM+h esgur okys dk;Z djus ds fy, 
etcwj ugha fd;kA esjs llqjky okyksa ds lg;ksx ls gh eSa Lo;a dks xk¡o ds ekgkSy esa vPNh rjg 
ls <ky ikbZA

'kgj dh yM+dh gksus ds ukrs iwjs ifjokj dks eq>ls [kkl yxko Fkk vkSj blh otg ls esjh xk¡o 
ds okrkoj.k esa <+yus dh ljkguk dh xbZ vkSj dbZ yksxksa dks bldk mnkgj.k Hkh fn;k tkrk FkkA 
M‚- lkgc ds çeks'ku ij ckj&ckj f'k¶V gksus ds dkj.k eq>s Hkh cgqr ls vyx vyx 'kgjks esa 
jgus dk volj feykA eSaus lnSo gh mudks iw.kZ leFkZu fn;kA cPpksa dh ijofj'k lfgr ?kjsyw 
ftEesnkfj;ksa dks fuHkkus esa eSaus viuh vksj ls iwjk lg;ksx fn;kA M‚DVj lkgc us esjh bl Hkwfedk 
dh ges'kk ç'kalk dh] vkSj vkt Hkh djrsa gSA M‚DVj lkgc vDlj ;g dgrs jgrs gSa fd esjh mUufr 
esa rqEgkjk cgqr cM+k ;ksxnku gSA M‚- lkgc vDlj v‚fQl esa nsj rd cSBrs Fks ,oa Nqfê;ksa esa Hkh 

Satyawati Singh
(Wife)

Res.: 301, Ganpati Apartments, Sector 9,  
Dwarka, New Delhi 110075

Mob.: +91-9899799751



Bhagmal@80
Eightieth Birthday Celebration of Dr Bhag Mal

161

,d 'kks/kdrkZ ds :i esa dk;Zjr jgrs Fks ysfdu eSaus dHkh dksbZ f'kdk;r ugha dh cfYd mUgsa lnk 
çksRlkfgr fd;k fd os v‚fQl ds dke dks çkFkfedrk nsaA

eSa [kqn dks cgqr HkkX;'kkyh ekurh gwa fd eq>s ,slk deZB] 'kkarfpr] e`nqHkk"kh] Lusgh] vuq'kkflr] 
fo'oluh; ,oa ijokg djus okyk lkFkh feykA eSa iw.kZ fo'okl ds lkFk dg ldrh gw¡ fd esjk thou 
csgn lq[kn ,oa 'kkfUriw.kZ jgk gSA M‚DVj lkgc dk leku :i esa v‚fQl vkSj ?kj dh ftEesnkfj;ksa 
dks fuHkkus dh {kerk ds dkj.k gh eSa vkSj cPps lnSo brus lgt vkSj vkuannk;d fLFkfr esa jgsA 
lHkh fj'rsnkj vkSj nksLr ges'kk M‚- lkgc dh cgqr ç'kalk djrs gSa ftlds fy, eq>s cgqr xoZ eglwl 
gksrk gSA

eSa bZ'oj ls M‚DVj lkgc dh nh?kkZ;q vkSj mÙke LokLF; dh dkeuk djrh gw¡ vkSj vius fy, i;kZIr 
'kfä dh çkFkZuk djrh gw¡ ftlls eSa Hkfo"; esa Hkh M‚DVj lkgc ds çxfr ds jkLrs esa ges'kk dh rjg 
leFkZu djuk tkjh j[k ldw¡ vkSj lnSo mudk lkFk fuHkkrh jgw¡A
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I Am Proud of My Brilliant Father- A Man of Quick Action

M y father is a force to be reckoned with! He is a kind, helpful, calm, and articulate 
person. He is the eldest amongst his siblings and has greater responsibility. He has an 
inspiring passion for work which is reflective of his personality. He has been influential 

both professionally and personally and I feel a special pride as his daughter in being a first-hand 
witness of that.

He has been a great mentor and a friend. He has always ensured that I and my siblings get 
the best, from education to the simple matters in day-to-day life. He was a stickler for getting 
good grades but was never overbearing about it which made me feel comfortable and wanted 
to work harder to impress him. He made me equipped enough to choose a path for myself 
and all along I knew that I could count on him to cheer for me no matter what. Speaking 
of cheering, I extend my heartiest wishes and warm hugs to my brilliant father on his 80th 
birthday. It’s amazing how even at 80 he has the same passion and fervour for work. Coming 
from a family of farmers, he made a name for himself in the world all because of his hard 
work and determination. His life journey has not only been a source of inspiration for me but 
now, also for my kids, Vrinda and Bhuvnesh. They have a friendly rapport with him. My son 
and my father extensively talk about politics, space, and sports while my daughter and he 
have discussions ranging from current affairs to literature and entertainment. He participates 
in these conversations with full enthusiasm and spends good time with them.

One of the many things that I will always praise my father for is how he has always respected my 
decisions and also allowed me the space to feel like my decisions do matter. Emotionally, he has 
always been there for me. Be it me wanting advice for my career or choosing a life partner, he has 
always been a pillar of support.

My father has been a guiding force and torch bearer for me for 51 years and I believe he will 
continue to be the same in future as well. The kind of life I’ve led, the kind of support I’ve received, 
the kind of person I’ve become – it’s all because of my father. I would love for my children to see 
me in the same light as I see him in. He has made me feel like I’m the best daughter and I can only 
hope that I made him proud to be my father.

I pray the Almighty for your happiness, peace, prosperity, good health and long life.

Sunita Singh
(Elder Daughter)

Res.: WP-456/4, Wazirpur, Ashok Vihar,  
Phase I, New Delhi 110052

Mob.: +91-9310231757; Email: sunita3571@gmail.com
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Dr Bhag Mal: An Inspiring Personality

H eartiest congratulations to my cousin Dr Bhag Mal on completing 80 years of his 
life filled with success, love and happiness.

There are a few people in life that impact your perspective on everything around you, and Dr Bhag 
Mal has been one of them. I have been associated with Dr Bhag Mal for a long time. Our journey 
dates back to the days when I was in school and he was also living at maternal uncle’s place and 
studied up to 8th standard while living in the same village. Since he was only 2 years older to me, 
two months younger to my elder brother and four months younger to his youngest maternal 
uncle, all four of us used to study and play together with great pleasure. Having spent such a 
long time in his close association during the primary and college education, I could know about 
several of his personal traits. He has always been a friendly person extremely very soft spoken 
person, trying to find different ways to help out people around him. He used to be an extremely 
gifted and focused kid, always ready to learn, concentrate on studies and make strenuous efforts 
to achieve his goal. 

Dr Bhag Mal was also fond of games and sports and we spent a lot of time together playing 
volleyball and cricket with handmade sticks. Dr Bhag Mal is a gifted academician, always excelling 
in whatever task and responsibility and task assigned to him. After college, I joined National 
Fertilizer Limited (NFL), while he worked as a Postgraduate Lecturer, at JV College Baraut and 
later joined ICAR and made steady progress in attaining higher and higher positions and finally 
as Director at ICAR-IGFRI, Jhansi. He did not stop and moved to a international organization, 
Bioversity International, where he worked as South Asia Coordinator for more than a decade, 
After retirement, he served as Senior Consultant a the Asia-Pacific Association of Agricultural 
Research Institutions (APAARI) and currently at the age of 80 still working as Secretary, Trust 
for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS), New Delhi. His work ethic is such that his 
peers always praise him for his hard work, sense of responsibility and patience. He is highly 
trustworthy, well behaved and never gets angry with any one and thus our close bondage still 
continues including presence in family functions.

I would always wish the best for him, and hope that he continues to achieve more success and 
prosperity and live a happy, long and healthy life in future. 

Veer Sain Kataria
(Maternal Cousin)

Former Chief Manager Marketing,  
National Fertilizer Limited, New Delhi

Res.: #778, Sector 7, Urban Estate, Karnal 132001 (Haryana)

Mob.: +91-9518061933; Email: vskataria06@gmail.com
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I express my deep sense of gratitude to Dr RS Paroda, Chairman, 
Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) for 
having thought of celebrating my 80th Birthday officially by 

TAAS. The celebration function was organized in the evening on 1st 
April 2022 in the NAAS Committee Room, NASC Complex, DPS Marg, 
Pusa, New Delhi. More than 30 scientists, colleagues and staff of 
TAAS attended the event which was indeed very well organized. I was 
overwhelmed about this gesture from Dr RS Paroda and the presence 
of large number of colleagues including my mentors at the celebration 
event. It is indeed rare when the Head of the Organization attaches 
such a high importance for celebrating the birthday of a colleague. 

I am also highly grateful to Dr RS Paroda for his decision to bring out a publication commemorating 
my milestone ‘Eightieth Birthday’ encompassing the views and opinions of all those who have 
been closely associated with me in my professional and social life during my fruitful journey in a 
span of eight decades.

I would also like to express my most sincere thanks to all my mentors, senior colleagues, friends, 
classmates, relatives and family members who spared their most precious time and took pains to 
pen down their perceptions, experiences and impressions about me which made it possible to 
have this memorable compilation. Each one of them has expressed his feelings in his own way 
narrating some specific instances and events which even I have forgotten. I am not sure if I deserve 
that much praise about my professional achievements and personal traits as has been expressed 
in the write-ups. I strongly believe and always practice that the success is the result of team work, 
mutual trust, hard work, confidence and respect for each other. It is indeed amazing that while 
going through this commemorative book, I had a feeling that I lived my past once again. 

I also take this opportunity to profusely thank my colleague Dr Umesh Shrivastava, Consultant, 
TAAS and former ADG (Hort.), ICAR for his sincere efforts in gathering the information and 
compiling, editing and printing of this publication and to Ms Simmi Dogra, Office Secretary, 
TAAS for her cooperation and support in organizing the vent a great success.

Once again, my heartiest thanks to one and all for their contributions and generous support for 
making this landmark celebration event memorable.

Bhag Mal
Secretary, TAAS

Gratitude
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Dr Bhag Mal Enjoying with Family Members
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Dr Bhag Mal and Family
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The Family Man
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Celebrations with the Family
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Relatives and Friends
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